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Hatiko been a witness and an agent in most of the 
moTements which hare taken place in regard to Mount 
Auburn Cemeterj iVom its commencement to the 
present time, I hare felt it a duty to leare on record 
some account of the moro noticeable occurrence* 
connected with the inception, progress, and manage* 
ment of the first enterprise of its kind in the United 
States. That this task might be discharged with 
fidelity, I have strengthened my own rcminiscencea 
by those of my (riends, as well as by a perusal of the 
Records of the Corporation, from which frequent ex- 
tracts are made, and also of such contemporaneous 
publications and documents as I hare, for my own 
sati^action, from time to time, preserred. 
•■^Uhirty years ago, the eitisens of this metropolis 
buried their deceased friends in fr^uented parts of 
the city, crowding to the utmost capacity the spaces 
prorided for thcnn, and filling with sepulchres the 
cellars of their most eentral churchesT^So rooted 
was the attachment to this objectionable, but in- 
veterate custom, that a change of place from the dty 
to the country was not effected without difficulty, and 
not until after some years of unsuccessful effort on the 
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pMi of iU adroeatet, and eron then only hj a fortunate* 
and at it were, aocidontal concurrenco of circum- 
•tance^ But the aooeeMful experiment of Mount 
Auburn had no aooner been made, than it watrapidly 
imiuted in all parU of the United Sutes. (jho at- 
tractire and conaoling aiaociation of the garden with 
the graYC has found a reaponae in almost ercrj consid* 
erable ci^ and Tillage of our countrjrT^Men seem to 
haTO diseorered, as it were« a new solace, and almost a 
new pleasure, in building and decorating their own 



To tlie mcmorj of Joseph Storj, George W. Brim* 

. ner, George Bond, IL A. 8. Dearborn, and B. A. 

t Gould, and to my surriring friends and early col- 

I leagues, Charles P. Curtis and James Road, this little 

tolumo, the token of much pleasant intercourse and 

I grateful remembrance, is now dedicated. 

• Meuat Aabam was eoaseeralcd as a Cemetery in 1881; 
Laarel Hal, acar PliiUdelpliia, was inoorporated hi 1886 ; Greco- 
nMd CssMteiy, bmt Mtw York, la 1887. 

J. B. 
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HISTORY 

OF 

MOUNT AUBURN CEMETERY. 



About tlio year 1825 my attention was drawn 
to some groM abuses in tlio rites of sepulture as 
they then existed under cliurclies and in other 
receptacles of the dead in the city of Doston. At 
the same time,^£jii3Da-oClbfi_£Ountry« cherished by 
the character of my earlier pursuits, had long led 
me to desire the institution of a suburban ceme* 
tery, in which the beauties of nature sh^mld, as 
fiir as possiblci relieve from their xcpuLuvefiiatores 
the tenements of the de cgsed ; and in which, at 
the same time, so me consolat ion to survivors might, 
be souglit in gratiQring, as. far as possible, the last 
social and Jdndred instincts of our nature. 

With these views I requested, in tluit year, a 
meeting of a few gentlemen at my house in 
Summer Street, to see what measures might be 
1 
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thoiiglii denraUo and practicablo for promoting an 
object of SQcIi a character. Tliis original meeting 
was attended hj Messrs. John Lowell, William 
Sturgis, Georgo Bond, Thomas W. Ward, John 
Tappan, Samuel P. Gardiner, Nathan Hale, and 
• Jacob Bigelow. Other gentlemen invited ex- 
pressed their concurrence in the design, but did 
not attend the meeting. A plan for a ccmeteiy, 
* corresponding to what Mount Auburn now is, 
/composed of family burial lots, separated and 
Jnters|)crsed with trees, shrubs, and flowers, in a 
wood or landscape garden, was submitted hj me, 
and received with approval hy the persons present. 
A committee, consisting of Messrs. Bond and 
Tappan, was apiKnnted, to look out for a tract of 
ground suitable for tlto desired purjMise, and the 
meeting was dissolved. This committee fixed their 
y attention on an estate in Birookline, which after- 
wards proved to be unattainable, and here* tlie sub- 
ject rested, without definitive action, for several 
years. 

In tlie meantime the enterprise, although de- 
layed, was not abandoned. Inquiries continued 
to bo made, and negotiations attempted for various 
tracts of land advantageously situated in tlie 
neighborhood of Boston. Overtures wei^ twice 
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MOUNT AUBURN CBMETKRT. 8 

mado by mo to Mr. Aup;ii8tua Aspinwall for the 
then beautiful entato held by his fiimily north of 
the spot where the EpiHCO))al Church now stands 
y in Brooklino. As proximity to the city was con- 
sidered desirable, negotiations were also attempted 
by Mr. Bond and myself, for land on eitlier side 
of tlio Western Avenue, on the branch leading to 
tlie Punch Bowl. Tliese negotiations, as well as 
others, failed, either from the high price at which 
the land was held, or from the reluctance of the 
owners to acquiesce in the use proposed to be made 
of the premises. 

A tract situated in Cambridge and Watertown, 
then known as ** Stone*s Woods,** and more famil- 
iarly to the college students as ** Sweet Auburn,*^ 
had been sold about this time, and purchased by 
Mr. George W. Brimmer, — a gentleman whose 
just appreciation of the beautiful in nature had 
prompted him to preserve from destruction the 
trees and otlier natural features of that attractive 
spot. He afterwards enlarged the original pur- 
chase by adding to it several pieces of front land, 
intervening between tlie wood and the public road, 
on which the gate now stands. 

Having often visited Sweet Auburn, both in 
company with Mr. Brimmer, and anteriorly to his 
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pnrcbaMi I now proposed to him, in 1880, the 
purchase of the whole lot for an ornamental cemo- 
leiy, like tliat in contemplation, provided a suiB- 
cient number of subscribers coold be obtained to 
oovor the expense. Mr* Brimmer acceded to this 
proposal, and, although the land had risen in value, 
and could probably have been sold to private pur- 
chasers, at no distant period, for a lai^ge advance, 
he liberally gave me die refusal, for an object of 
public benefit, at the original cost to himself. He 
afterwards became one of the most active members 
of the first Committee, or Board of Managers. 

In the preceding year, 1829, the Massachusetts 
Horticultural Society liad been incorporated by 
the Legislature. Among the first ofiicers chosen 
were Gen. H. A. S. Dearborn, President ; Zebcdee 
Cook, Vice-President; and Jacob Bigelow, Corre- 
sponding Secretary. At that time tliere was no 

/ornamented rural cemetery, deserving of Aotice, in 
the United States, and none even in Europe, of a 

. plan and magnitude corresponding to those which 
M^nt Aubmn i>o«e«« t tho pn»cnt iiu^^ 
(Moreover, the subject was new, the public were 
-lukewarm, and, in many cases, the prejudices and 
apprehensions of tlie community were strongly 
opposed to the removal, of the dead from theinune- 
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MOU^fT AVBURM CEMETERY. 5 

diate precincts of populous cities and villages to 
the solitude of a distant woo£^ Tliero seemed 
little doubt that, if these prejudices were to bo 
overcome, -it would bo best done by enlisting in 
&vor of a cliange, the co-operation of a young, 
active, and popukr society* Under this conviction 
I brought beforo the officers of tlie Horticultural 
Society the assent of Mr* Brimmer to sell, for a 
public cemetery, under suitable conditions, tlie 
estate which has since become Mount Auburn.* 
Tlie proposidon was favorably received ; and, as 
the society was at that time destitute of funds ade- 
quate to the purcliase, measures were taken to see 
if a subscription could be obtained, from private 
individuals, sufficient to cover the price of the 
land. And, in pursuance of this object, meetings 
were held of persons favorably disposed to the * 
establishment of a cemetery, uuder the auspices of 
the Horticultural Society. 

The first meeting on this basis was called at tlie 
Exchange Cofiee House, Nov. 28, 1830, on an 

• 8m Um HistoriM of Mo«iil Anbora, bj Tbaobtr k Walter; 
alio Gob. I>tMrbora*s Aoooaat, pnbliiliod witb Dr. llarrio* A«U 
driM belort tbt HorUeuliiina Sooietj, in 1882 ; oIm tbt Bootoa 

PiaijAilTtrUaer,8tpt9tb,1861,MMlBoitoaAtlM^8^16tb, . 

1861. 
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informal notifioition signed hy Jacob Bigclow and 
John C. Gray. ' At this meeting the offer of Mr. 
Brimmer to sell Sweet Auburn was announced, 
and a commitloo was appointed, consisting of Gen. 
Dearborn, Dr. Bigelow, Edward Everett, Geoi^ge 
Bond, J. C. Gray, Abbott Lawrence, and G. W. 
Brimmer, to take measures for bringing the sub* 
ject before the public, and insuring a fiituro and 
laiger meeting. To accommodate the wishes of 
the horticulturists, an experimental garden for 
the cultivation of flowers, fruits, &c., was ordered 
to form a part in the proposed allotment of tlie 
ground about to bo purchased. This ganlen, how- 
ever, from the want of specific funds for its sup- 
pcnrt, and from various other causes, never went 
into operation.* 

During the fUIowing winter and spring notliing 
was done in promotion of the design, except that. 



^ la Oca. I>Mrbora*s Aoeoaat, sQdUd to b tbt prsoediag 
Mis, be my i — •• Sooa sllsr tbt orfMiintioa of tbe Hortioal-'^ 
tmnA floeittj be (Dr. Blgdow) sagcMlod to tho Prfsldeiit tho 
sspodioB^ of oooiUabif a ew ntwj f witk sa txporinoatsl gar- 
-tek** Tkls i t slw n a t , b pari oa1j» Is oontct Tbo CtOMtory 
vao sagfMtid hj Dr. Digriow» bal tho oxporfaaoatal gatdoa 
vao a oaggcillta of olktr oAoon aad Miabon of tho Hortkal. 
tafal Bonoty. ' 



/ 

. ., Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MOUNT AUBURN CEMETERY. 7 

as tho season openod« many individuals wcrd in- 
duced to visit Sweet Auburn, and to become 
acquainted with tlie sccnciy and natural advan* 
tages of Uie spot Articles explanatoiy and pro- 
motive of the design also appeared in various 
newspaix^rs. ' On tlie eighth of June, 1831y tlio 
committee wlio had the subject in charge called a 
larger meeting of gentlemen, favorably disposed to 
the enterprise, at tho Horticultural Society's room, 
in Joy*s Building. At tliis meeting, which was 
well attended. Judge Story was called to tho 
Chair, and Edward Everett officiated as Secre* 
tary. Much interest in the design was expressed 
by various speakers, and it was voted cxiiedient to 
purchase the estate offered by Mr. Brimmer, — 
containing about seventy-two acres, — at six tliou* 
sand dollars, in belialf of tho Horticultural Society, 
as soon as one hundred subscribers for cemetery 
lots, at six^ dollars each, should bo obtained. A 
committee of twenty was appointed, with instruc- 
tions, to report early on a general plan of proceed- 
ing, of which committee tlio following gentlemen 
were chosen memben : — Messrs. Joseph Story, 
Daniel Webster, H. A. S. Dearborn, Clmrles 
Lowell, Samuel Appleton, Jacob Bigelow, Eidward 
Everett, Oeoige W. Brimmer, Geoige Bond, A. 
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H. Ercrett, Abbott Lftwrcnce, James T. Austiot 
* Franklin Dexter, Joseph P. Bradlce, Cliarles 
TapiMin, Cliarles P. Curtis, Zcbedeo Cook, John 
Pieqiont, L. M. Sargent, and George W. Pratt. 
'I |i . By this eommittco subscription papers were put in 

circuhition, and, in a short time^ it was found that 
three quarters of tlio requisite amount had been 
I *>! obtained. Tlio remainder was afterwards pro- 

cured, chicSjr by the exertk>ns of Mr. Joseph P. 
1^ Bradlee, one of the Committee. The report of 

I the Committee to tlie society, wliich was accepted, 

;|; was as follows : — 

;. 

; ^ The Committee of the Horticultural Society, 

f to whom was referred tlie metliod of raising sub* 
scriptions for the Experimental Garden and Ceme- 

' tery, beg leave to Report : — 

1. That it is expedient to purcliaso for a 

{ Garden and Cemetery, a tract of lanS, com- 

;; monly known by the name, of Sweet Auburn, 

I ^ near the road leading from Cambridge to Water- 

ij town, containing about seventy-two acres, for 

j: • the sum of six thousand dollars; provided this 

I! sum can bo raised in the manner proposed in the 

I aecoiid article of this Report 

1 . 2. Thai a snbscriptiiMi be opened for lots of 

i ■' Digitized by Google 
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ground in tlie said tract, containing not less than 
two liundrcd square feet each, at the price of 
sixty dollars for each lot, — the subscription not 
to be binding until one hundred lots are sub- 
scribed for. 

8. That when a hundred or more lots are 
taken, the right of choice shall be disposed of 
at an auction, of which seasonable notice sliall 
be given to the subscribers. 

4. Tliat tliose subscribers, who do not offer a 
premium for the right of choosing, shall have 
tlieir lots assigned to them by lot. 

6. That tlie fee of tlie ]and sliall be vested in 
the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, but tliat 
the use of tlie lots, agreeably to an act of tlio 
Legislature, respecting the same, shall be secured 
to the subscribers, tlieir heirs, and assigns, for- 
ever. 

6. That the land devoted to die purpose of ' 
a Cemetery shall not contain lesa than forty 
acres. 

7. That every subscriber, upon paying for his 
lot, shall Become a member for life, of tlie Massa- 
chusetts Horticultural- Society, witliout being 
subject to assessments. 

8. That a Garden and Cemetery Committeei 

Digitized by VjiOOQlC 
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of nine pcnons, shall bo chosen annuallyi first hj 
the subscriixrrsi and afterwards by the Horticul- 
tural Society, whose duty it shall bo to cause the 
necessary surveys and allotments to bo made, to 
assign a suitable tract of land for the Garden of 
the Society, and to direct all matters appertaining 
to the regulation of the Garden and Cemetery ; 
and fire at least of this Committee sliall bo per- 
sons liaving rights in the Cemetery. 

9. Tlmt the establisliment, including Uie Gar- 
den and Cemetery, be called by a definite name, 
to be supplied by the Committee/* 

At a meeting of subscribers, called Augujtt 
8d, 1831, it appeared tliat one hundred lots in the 
Cemetery, had, at that time, been taken by su1>- 
scription; and that, therefore, agreeably to tlie 
terms, the subscription had become obligatory. 
The following gentlemen were then chosen to 
constitute a board of managers under tlie name of 
the Garden and Cemetery Committee : — Messrs. 
Joseph Story, Henry A. 8. Dearborn, Jacob 
Bigelow, Edward Ererott, George W. Brimmer, 
Geoige Bond, Charles Wells, Benjamin A. 
Gould, and Geoi^ W. Pratt At tlie same 
time it was resolred- that a public religions con- 
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secration sliould bo held upon tlic grounds, and 
the following gentlemen were appointed a Com- 
mittee to make arningem<mto for that purpose : — 
Messrs. Joseph Story, Henry A. S. Dearborn, 
Charles P. Curtis, Charles I^well, Zebedee 
Cook, Jr., Joseph T. Buekingham, George W. 
Brimmer, George AV. Pratt, and Z. B. Adams. 

At a meeting of tlio Ganlcn and Cemetery 
Committee, August 8th, it was voted that Gen* 
cral Dearborn, Dr. Bigelow, and Mr. Brimmer, 
bo a Sub-Committee to procure an accurate topo- . \ 

graphical survey of Mount Auburn, and to report 
a plan for laying it out into lots. Tliis Sub-Corn- i 

mittee engaged tlio services of Mr. Alexander ! 

Wadworth, Civil Engineer, witli whoso assistance j 

they completed the duty assigned to them. 

The public religious consecration of Uio Cemo- ! 

tery took place on Saturday, September 24th, ^ 

1831.* A temporary amphitlicatre was fitted up 
with seats, in one of the deep vallejrs of the wood, | 

having a platform for the speakers erected at the * ; 

bottom. An audience of nearly two thousand ; 

persons were seated among tlie trees, adding a 
scene of picturesque beauty to the impressive 
solemnity of the occasion. The order of pei^ 
formances was as follows: -* 
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1. IsrmvinoiTAL MnsiCt by th« Botion Band. 

S InraooccTOBT Pbatbr, hj Her. Dr. Warb. 

HYMN,* 

iWftlTTBf BT TUB RbT. Mb. PlBBPOBT. 
4. ADDRESS, 

! Br TUB IIOR. JotBTM SrOBT.f 

• |l 5. CoKCiODiiio Pbatbb, bj Ibe JSL^r. Mb. PiBBroxT. 

i 6. Umtc BT TBB Baitd. 

I' The following account of tlio Bccno Is token 

from the Boston Courier of the time : — 

^ An unclouded sun and an atmosphere purified 
I hj tlie showers of the preceding night, combined 

I to make the day one of the most delightful we 

» ever experience at this season of the year. It is 

j unnecessary for us to say that the address by 

I Judge Story was pertinent to tlie occasion, for if 

I the name of Uie orator were not sufiicient, the 

I perfect silence of the multitude, enabling him to 

bo heard with distinctness at the most distont 
part of the beautifiil amphitlieatre in which tlie 
services were performed, will be sufficient testi- 
mony as to its worth and beau^. Neither is it 
Jn our power to fiimish any 4idequate description 
. of the effect produced by the music of the thou- 

I •flttPiMin. tflctPMiL 

i 

I 

/ - • 
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sand voices vrhicli Joined in tlio li}inn, as it ' 
swelled in chastened meludy from tlie bottom of 
the glen« and, like the spirit of devotion, foiuid 
an echo In every heart, and |iervaded the whole 
scene. 
/ The natural features of Mount Auburn are 
incomparable for the puqiojic to which it in now 
« sacred. Tliere is nof in all the untrodden valleys 
■^ of the West, a more secluded, more natural or 
appropriate spot for the religious exercises of the 
living; we may be allowed to add our doubts 
whether the most opulent neighborhood of Europe 
furnishes a spot so singularly appropriate for a 
• Garden of Graves.* J 

In the course of a few years, when the hand 
of Taste shall have passed over the luxuriance 
of Nature, wo may challenge the rivalry of tlie 
world to produce another such abiding place for 
the spirit of beauty. Mount Auburn has been 
but little known to tlie citizens of Boston ; but 
it has now become holy ground, and 

Bwt9i Aul/om, loTelicti TiUAge of Uis plsln, 

, — a village of the quick and the silent, where Na- 
ture Uirows an air of cheerfulness over the labors 
of Death,-* will soon be a place of more general 
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rawit, both for otinelvet and for stmngcn, than 
any other spot in the Ticini^. Where else shall 
we go with the musings of Sadness, or for the 
indulgence of Grief; where to cool the burning i 
brow of Ambitioni or rdievo the swelling heart 
of Disappointment 7 We can find no better spot; 
lor the rambles of curiosity, health or pleasure ; 
none sweeter, for tlie wluspcrs of affection among 
the living; none lorelier, for the last rat of our 
kindred.'* 



•I The following is tlie contemporaneous descrip- 

tion published by ocder of the Committee, in the 

1 appendix to Judge Story's address : — 

^ The tract of land which reccive4 the name of 
Mount Auburn, is situated on tlie southerly side of 
the main road leading from Cambridge to Water- 
town, and is partly within the limits of each of 

I those towns. Its distance from Boston is about 

i four miles. The place was formerly known by the 

<y name of Stone's Woods, the title to most of the 
land baring remained in the family of Stone, from 
an early period afier the settlement of the country. 
^Vnthin a few yean, prerious to the. date of the 
consecration, the hill and part of the woodland 
had been effisred for sale, and were puitbased by 
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. George W. Brimmer, Esq., whose object was to 
prevent the destruction of the trees, and to preserve 
so beautiful a spot for some public or appropriate 
use* The purchase wliich has now been made 
by tlie Ilorticuhural Society, includes between 
seventy and eighty acres, extending from' tlid 
road, nearly to the banks of Charles River. A 
portion of tlie land situated next to the road, and 
now under cultivation, is intended to constituto 
the Experimental Garden of the Horticultural 
Society. A long water-course extending between 
this tract and tlio interior woodland, forms a 
natural boundary, separating the two sections. 
The inner portion, whidi is set apart for the 
purposes of a Cemetery, is covered tliroughout 
most of its extent with a vigorous growth of 
forest trees, many of tliem of hirgo siae, and 
comprising an unusual variety of kinds. This 
tract is beautifully undulating in its surface, con- 
taining a number of bold eminences, steep ao* 
clivities, and deep shadowy valleys. A remarkable 
natural ridge witli a level surface runs tlirough 
the ground firom the south-east to north-west, and 
has for many years been known as a secluded and 
fiivorito walk. The principal eminence, called 
Mount Auburn in the plan, is one hundred and ' 
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twenty-fivo il*ot aboro tlio lord of ChArlcs Rivor, 
and commands from its summit one of the finest 
prospccto which can bo obtained in the environs 
of Boston. On one side is tlie city in full view, 
connected at iU extremities with Charlcstown and 
Roxbuiy. Hie serpentine course of Charles 
River, with tlie cultivated hills and fields rising 
beyond it, and having the Blue Hills of Milton 
in the distance, occupies anotlier portion of the 
i; landscape* Tlie village of Cambridge, with the 

venerable edifices of IIar\'ard University, are 
ntuated about a mile to the eastward. On tlie 
north, at a very small disUnce, Fresh Pond ap- 
pears, a handsome sheet of water, finely diversi- 
fied by its woody and irregular shores. Country 
leats and cottages seen in various directions, lind 
especially those on the elevated land at Water- 
town, add much to the picturesque effect of the 
scene. It is proposed to erect on tho summit of 
^ ; . Mount Auburn, a Tower, after some classic model, 

[ ; « of sufficient heiglit to rise above tlie tops of the 

surrounding trees. Tliis will servo the double 
: I purpose of a landmark to identify tlie spot from a 

^ distance, and of an observatory commanding an 
I • onintermpled view of the country around it 

From the feoi of this monument will ' be seen in 
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detail tho features of the lancUcape, as thejr are 
saccessively presented through tlie difierent vistas 
whieh have been opened among tlio trees ; wliile 
from its summit, a magnificent and unbroken 
panorama, embracing one of tlie most delightful 
tracts in New England, will be spread out bo- 
neatli the eye. Not only tlie contiguous country^ 
but the harbor and bay of Boston, with tlieir 
ships and islands, and, in a clear atmosphere, 
tlie distant mountains of Wachusctt, and proba* 
bly even of Monadnock, will be comprehended 
within the range of vision. 

Tho grounds of the Cemetery have been laid 
out with intersecting avenues, so as to render 
every part of the woods accessible. Tliese aven- 
ues« are curved and variously winding in their 
course, so as to be adapted to the natural in- 
equalities of tlie surface. By this arrangement, 
the greatest economy of the land is produced, 
combining at the same time tlie picturesque effect 
of landscape gardening. Over tlie more level 
portions, the avenues are about twen^ feet wide, 
and are suitable for carriage roads. The more 
broken and precipitous parts are approached 
by fool-paths, about six feet in width. These 
passage-ways are to be smoothly gravelled and 
s 
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planted on both sides with flowers and ornamental 
shrubs. Lots of ground, contaming each tliree 
hundred square ieot, are set off, as family burial 
placet, at suitable distances on tlie sides of the 
aTenues and paths. The perpetual right of inclos- 
ing and of using these lots as places of sepulture, 
is conveyed to tlie purchasers of tlicm, by the 
Horticultural Society. It is confidently exi^cctcd 
that many of the proprietors will, without delay, 
proceed to erect upon their lots such monuments 
and appropriate structures as will give to the 
place a part of the solemnity and beauty which 
it is destined ultimately to acquire. 

It has been voted to procure, or construct, a 
receiving tomb in Boston, and another at Mount 
Auburn, at which, if desired, funerals may teiv 
minate, and in which tlie remains of the deceased 
may be deposited, until such time as the friends 
shall choose to direct their removal to the Ceme* 
teiy; this period, however, not to exceed six 
months. 

The principal entrance to Mount Auburn will 
be through a loAy Egyptian gateway, which it is 
proposed to erect on the main road, at the com- 
m en cem e nt of the Central Avenue* Another 
entrance or gateway is provided on the crosa* 
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• 

road at tlio eastern foot of the Uni. Whcnevar 
tho fands of tlio corporation shall justify the ex* 
pensc, it is proposed tliat a small Grecian or Gothic 
Temple shall bo erected on a conspicuous eastern 
eminence, which in reference to this allotment has 
received the prospective name of Temple IlilL* 

As tho designation and conveyance of tlio lots 
requires that tliey should be described with refer- 
ence to places bearing fixed appellations, it has 
been found necessary to give names to tlio avenues, 
foot-paths, hills, &c. The names which have been 
adopted, were sugg^ted chiefly by natural objects 
and obvious associations. Taken in connection 
witli the printed plan, they will be found sufficient 
to identify any part of tlie ground, without the 
probability of mistake.** ^ 



The avenues and paths of Mount Auburn 
were l(ud out by a Sub-Committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Dearborn, Bigclow, and Brimmer. They 
were made, as far as possible, to conform to the 
natural fiioe of the ground. Curved or winding 
courses were generally adopted, both for pic- 
turesque effect, and for easy approach to tlio 
various lots. The avenues for carriages were made 

* How osswp i w l ^ tots. Tks Ckspsl is p U — d ditwkcr«» 
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aboa^ eighteen feet wide, but the footpaths about 
five feet ; the lots being set back six feet from tlie 
path or avenue. The standard or minimum size 
of a lot, neccssaiy to constitute the owner a 
proprietor in the Corpomtion, was fixed by the 
Trustees at not less than three hundred square 
feet, or twenty feet by fifteen, which sixe has 
never been changed. 

The labor of clearing the avenues, &c^ and 
grading the groimd, occupied most of the season. 
.^6en« Dearborn zealously devoted himself nearly 
the whole of tliis time to the. examination of tlie 
ground, the laying out of roads, and superintend- 
ing the workmen. He also transplant from his 
own nurseries a large collection of healthy, young 
forest trees, which he distributed tlirough tlie 
entire finont of the Cemetery. A part of these have 
smce been moved and re-arranged, constituting 
one of the most beautiful ornaments of the place. 
On this occasion, the Garden and Cemetery Com* 
mittee, on motion of Mr. Brimmer, Dec 2d, 
1881,— 

Folsd^ — ^ That, in consideration of the very 
acceptable services rendered by Gen. Dearborn, 
at Mount Auburn, and fer the assiduity he has 
manifritfd in canying into eflfoct the purposes and 
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designs of tlio Committee, that tlio lot selected by 
him in tlie grounds appropriated to tlie Cemetery, 
be presented to him, in behalf of tlie proprietors, 
and that tlio same sliall be conveyed to him and 
his heirs in the manner prescribed by tlio Rules 
and Regulations of the Association^ as a gratui^, 
and tliat Mn Cook be requested to notify him of 
tlie same.** 

At a meeting of the Garden and Cemetery 
Committee, Nov. 8<1, 1831, it was voted tliat Dr. 
Bigelow be authoriaBcd to have a plan of tho ground 
lidiographed, and to give names to such {londs, 
avenues, or phices as require them ; also to alter 
any names now affixed* In die execution of tliis 
, commission, similar to one previously ordered by 
the sub-committee, tlie names of trees, shrubs, and 
plants were mostly adopted, to distinguish the 
patlis and avenues, and this metliod lias since 
been followed, with occasional deviations, made to 
gratify tho desire of parties interested. A plan of 
Mount Auburn, by Mr. Alexander Wadsworth, 
was at tliis meeting submitted and accepted^ and 
afterwards litliographed on a reduced scale. 

At the same meeting it was voted to permit 
single interments to be made in the ground by 
persons not proprietors. The inclosure, since called 
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St. James* lot, on Cypress Avenue, was shortly 
after Pd off for tlie puq>ose, and inclosed witli a 
slight fence. At a more recent period, after this 
repository had become full, anotlier inclosure, 
called St. Joiin*s lot, was laid out on Fir Avenue, 
in 1848. Tlie original charge for single interments 
was ten dollars, which was afterwards increased to 
twelve, with an additional chai^ of fifty cents for 
a stone bearing a number corresponding witli the 
name of the occuiiant recorded in a book kept for 
tlie puqiose. Adopted Sept. 1st, 1856. 

About one hundred lots having been surveyed, 
it was votedi in 1881, to offer at auction to pro- 
prietors, fur a premium, the right of choice among 
the lots laid out. Liberal bids were mado at diis 
^auction, and a considerable sum was tlie result 
The largest bid was $100, by Mr. Samuel Apple- 
ton, and tlie next, $oO, by Mr. Benjamin Adams. 
The wliole proceeds of ^le sale, aft6r deducting 
auction expenses, as it appears from the Treasurer's 
books, were •944.02. 

Tlie original price of lots was sixty dollars for 
three hundred square feet, being twenty cents per 
foot ; and a certain number of lots were kept sur- 
veyed, in anticipation of sales, at this price. But 
it was votedt Nov. Sd, 1881, that, "^if an applicant 
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choose to liavc a new lut assigned to Iiiin« tlio 
Committee majr« if they see fit, t^fxn to him a 
new lot, on his paying ten dollars additional to his 
former dues/* The addition was afterwards in- 
creased to 820. The price of a sun'cycd lot was 
increased, in 1834, to $60; in 183i>, to $80; in 
1844, to $100 ; and in 1854, to $loO, — at which 
it now remains, with the exception that for certain 
choice lots a higher price is required. This pro- 
gressive increase of price has been founded on tlie 
increased valuo of the Cemetery', and the diflfefo 
ence in interest to early pun*hasers. 

March G, 1832. A subscription having been 
raised, by ladies in Boston, for the purpose of 
erecting a monument to ^liss Hannah Adams, it 
was voted that the Committee on Surveys appro- 
priate a portion of land for the purpose of deiKNut- 
ing her remains; and. Sept 2d, the Treasurer was 
ordered to pay $35 for an iron fence around her 
monument. This was the firat monument erected 
in Mount Auburn Cemetery. The first interment 
was that of a child of Mr. James Boyd, on Moun- 
tain Avenue, July 6th, 1882. The second was 
that of Mrs. Maiy Hastings, July 12th, of the 
same year. 

ATay— 1 1882.. Messrs. Cook & Bond wei« a 
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Committee to decide upon the form of a temporary 
fimce to enclose tlie whole ground at Mount Au- 
burn. A contract was soon afterwards made with 
Mr. Leonard Stone to erect a wooden fence, of 
rougli sawed pules, for which it appears tlio 
wholo amount paid him was $2,C3C.65. This 
fcnce was standing till 1844, when it began to 
be superseded by tlie present iron fence. 

THE GATEWAY. 

Tlio funds of tlie Corporation being thought 
adequate to the erection of a wooden gateway, 
with some reference to ornament, at a meeting of 
the Garden and Cemetery Committee, Sept Ist, 
1882, it was voted, — •• Tliat the model for a gate- 
way and lodges, produced by Dr. Bigelow, be 
adopted, and that Gren. Dearborn, Dr. Bigelow, 
and Mr. Brimmer, be a Committee to cause the 
gate and lodges to be constructed of wood agree- 
ably to said model.** Tl)is model was intended as 
a pattern for a corresponding structure, to be after- 
wards executed in stone, when tlie Corporation 
should be able to meet the expense. A contract 
was made with Mr. M. P. Braaee, of Cambridge- 
port, to build a gate on this plan for $1,866. This 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



W-V-' 



MOUNT AUIIURN CEMETERY. 25 

wooden gntCi painted in imitation of granite, stood 
until 1842, when, at a meeting of the Trustees, 
Sept 27th, and in pursuance of the Reiiort of a 
Committee of tlie Trustees, it was voted, -^^^ That 
the Committee on Lots — Messrs. Bigelow, Curtis, 
and Parker •» be em|)owered to contract with 
Octavius T. Rogers, of Quincy, for the buiUling 
of a granite gateway at Mount Auburn, and to 
pay for the same nine tliousand five hundred dol- 
lars/* The Report alluded to providcil for the 
reproduction, in stone, of a gate and lodges having 
.** substantially the same form, model, and dimen- 
sions as the present (wooden) gate and lodges.** 
The Committee, after application to various gi'anito 
contractors in Quincy, had found no one, except 
Mr. Rogers, who would undertake to make and 
raise the cap, or cornice stone, in a single piece. 
Mr. Rogers completed his contract in a prompt 
and satisfactory manner, the stone cap being raised 
to its place with screws on wooden frames. To 
prevent accident to \ho comers a thick 'bed of 
mortar was laid on die stone next below it, which 
left, when finished, a large and unseemly joint 
between the two principal stones. The Trustees 
voted, Sept. 16th, not to accept the gate with this 
blemish ; and the mortar was removed by tlie con* 
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tractor, with some difficulty, by sawing it oat 
Tho gate was then accepted. 

Tlie gate is in the Egyptian style, its height 
being twenty-five feet, and tlie whole length, 
including the lodge, sixty feet. Tlie piers or posts 
are four feet square, the entrance ten feet wide, 
and the greatest length of the cornice twenty-four 
feet Two obelisks are connected with tlie two 
lodges by a curved, iron fence. The outline of 
the gate is mostly taken from some of the best 
examples in Denderah and Kamac, in which the 
piers are vertical, and the curve of the cornice 
vertical in its lower half. Tlie banded cylinder, 
the fi>liage of the cornice, and the winged globe, 
are Egyptian. On the latter a lotus flower is 
turned over, so as to conceal the head of the fabu- 
lous animal with which tlie ancient examples are 
usually defaced. The sixe of the stones, and the 
solidity of the structure, entitle it torn stability of 
a thousand yc^ars. 

On tlie outside of tlie gate^ tliis inscription : 

« 

THKJI MALL THK DC0T BKTVBV 
VQ TIIB BAKTII AS IT WAS* 
AJID TUK tPISIT iOALL SKIVaV 
^ VXTO OOD WHO OAVI R. 

On the opposite side: 

MOOIIT AVBVail OOMMCSAVia 

SSRSMMB Urn, 1881. 
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In a year after the consecration of Mount An* 
bum Ccnioteiy, Uie succewi of tlio enterprise being 
considered no longer doubtful, it was deemed do* 
siruble to secure the addition of about twenty-four 
acres of land, lying on the westerly side of the 
first purchase, and belonjpng to David Stone and 
others, and to Ann Cutter. With this view, it was 
voted, Sept 24th, 1832, that '' it is expedient to 
borrow five thousand dollars to bo reimbursed, 
with interest, out of tho first proceeds of cemetery 
lots, and to be applied to the purchase of land 
lying on the west side of the Garden and Ceme- 
ter}', and to the making of improvements in tlie 
Mount Auburn estate.^' This is believed to be tlie 
only instance, in the history of Mount Auburn, of 
a loan being authorized on the part of the Societj^ 
or Corporation* The proixwed land was purchased 
on credit, with notes, secured by mortgage, of the 
land acquired, and no lots were sold witliin it until 
tliis incumbrance was removed* The Corporation 
thus obtained about twenty-four acres of valuable 
land, Uic subsequent sale of which lias been an im* 
portant element in its prosperity* The balance of 
account soon apixuired on Uio other side, and on 
April 14th, 1886, we find a vote, «' that the Treas- 
urer be instructed to invest firom five to seven 
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thoannd dollars of the funds of tliis Corporation 
in aomo safe and profitable security.** Since tliat 
time the Treasury lias ncrer been without a large 
surplus at the end of the year, sometimes amount- 
ing to $40|000y and upwards. 

The accompanying plan, by Mr. Alexander 
Wadswortli, represents the Mount Auburn land 
as it existed previously to 1882. Most of the lots 
laid down liad been purchased by Mr. Brimmer, 
at difTvrent times, and were, by him, conveyed to 
the Horticultural Society, in a general deed, dated 
Jan. 10th, 1832. But the following additional 
lots were subsequently purchased by the Society 
or Corporation from other parties: The lot, 
marked Cutter, about nine acres, was conveyed 
by Ann Cutter, Oct 6tli, 1882. The lot, marked^ 
D. Stone, about seventeen acres, by David Stone 
and David Stone, guardian, Jan. 18, 1833. The 
lot, marked Gould, two ijcrcs and a* quarter, was 
purcliased at auction by Mr. Gould, one of the 
Trustees, and by him unmediately conveyed to 
the Corporation, Dec. 20, 1844. The «« Stone 
Farm,** about sixteen acres, was not added till 
1854, when it was conveyed to the Corporation, 
by Mr. J. B. Dana, as hereafter shown. 

By the surveyi and estimates of Mr. Wads* 

• V 
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worth, it Appears that tlio whole lanil now owned 
and used as a Cemetery by the Corporation of 
Mount Auburn, is a little short of one hundred 
and tliirty acres. Certain parcels situated east of 
the roadi which is now called Coolidge AvenuOi 
appear to have been conveyed by the CoqK>ration, 
at different times, to Winchester, Braxce, and 
other parties! One piece of low land was eon- 
ve}'ed to Josiah Coolidge, in consideration of a 
ditch to be made by him, with the perpetual right 
of drainage through his land to Charles River. 

The subject of admission to the Cemetery has, 
at different times, been a source of perplexity to' 
tlie Trustees. At first, promiscuous admittance 
was allowed to persons on foot<on Jioreeback, and 
in carriages. But, in a^sliort time, great incon- 
venience was felt from/ the number of persons, in* 
pursuit of pleasure, who rode or drove recklessly 
through the grounds, to the detriment of the paths 
and the annoyance of otlier visitors. At a meet- 
ing, April 10th, 1882, it was voted that «*no hprses 
or carriages, except those attending on funerals, 
will be admitted' into the grounds of Mount An- 
bum.** On the 29tli of the same month tliis 
measure was modified by a vote ** tliat the pro- 
prietors of lots in the Cemeteiy be admitted into 
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thogitmnds with their rehicles, and that tickets 
entitling them and their fiimilies to admission be 
sent to them, which tickets shall not be transfer- 
able, and shall be available for tlie present year/' 
Regulations were also prescribed to prevent fast 
driving, and to insure tlie proper fostening oi 
horses, Ac. These Regulations have mainly con- 
tinued in force to the present tim<^ except tliat 
discretionary power has sometimes been given to 
the Gatekeeper to admit strangers ; but the abuse 
of this privilege, and the influx of improper per- 
sons, have caused the Rule to be rescinded, and 
tickets are now required of all persons, except 
foot passengers. 

Fekruarp 1, 1884. It was voted that Mr. 
Bond and Mr. Curtis be a Committee to prepare 
a Catalogue of lots and proprietors' names for 
publication. This was tlie first regular Catalogue 
published. Catalogues were afterwafds printed in 
1885, 1888, 1841, 1846, and 1857. 

As eariy as 1884, it became apparent that the 
interests of the Horticultural Society and those of 
the proprietors of Cemeter}' lots were not identical. 
The question of division of the proceeds of sales' 
between two objects, — that of defraying the ex* 
peases of the Society en the one handt and thai 

• . , ( 
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of the improvement of Mount Auburn on tlie 
otheri — - was not always easy of adjustment. On 
the question of legal and moral riglitt it was found 
that tlie Ilorticultuml Society held the fee of tho 
land, and that to them was due whatever credit 
belonged to the inception of the undertaking. On 
tho other hand, it appeared that tho number of lot 
holders was rapidly increasing; tliat from tliem 
had been derived most of the funds of the estab- 
lishment ; and that, from their condition of mem- 
berHhip, they would soon have a controlling vote 
in the aflfairs of the Society* Considerable warmth 
of feeling was elicited among the advocates of the 
two parties ; and it became evident tliat a peaceful 
arrangement was not likely to be made, except by 
a sale of Mount Auburn, by the Horticultural 
Society, to a new Coqx>ration, to be composed oi ^ 
the holders of lots. 

For this puqK)6e a Committee was appointed, 
consisting of Judge Stoxy, Messrs. Charles P. 
Curtis, Elijah Vose, and Marshall P. Wilder. 
This Committee held several somewhat excited 
sessions without arriving at any agreement, and 
were near breaking up their conference without 
any practical result, when' a compromise appears 
to ha^e been effected by the conciliatory efforts of 
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Mr. Wilder, one of die Committee, and the par- 
ties came to an agreement of the following basis, 
mainly : tliat the jirocecds of all sales of lots shall 
<be divided annually between the Horticultural 
I Society and the new Corporation in such manner 
--^ that, after deducting fourteen hundred dollars for 
the expenses of the Cemetery, then one fourth part 
of the groHs proceeds should be paid to the Horti- 
cultural Society, and the remaining three fourtlis 
i^hould be retained by the Mount Auburn Cor- 
poration for its own use. The result of this 
amicable arrangement, afterwards duly accepted 
and ratified, has been highly auspicious to both 
parties concerned* Tlie Horticultural Society lias 
become opulent and pros|)erous, as it is useful to 
the public ; while the proprietors of Mount Auburn 
have been able to expend nearly three hundred 
thousand dollars in the preservation, improvement, 
embellishment, and enlargs^lent of tlieir Cemetery. 

Immediate application was made to the Legisla* 
tare for an act incorporating Uie proprietors of the 
Cemetery, and a deed of cimveyanoe, in which 
were recited the conditions of the act, was after* 
wards mad^ out from the Horticultural Society to 
the newly incorporated proprietors. 

Il » aomewhal remarkable that, at the data of 

■ /' r 
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tlicso importAnt transactions, a gap oi more than 
three months appears in the records of the time. 
Neither the record books of the Ilorticultiiml 
Society, of the Ganlen and Cemetery Committee, 
nor of the Proprietors of Mount Auburn, contain 
tlio names of the Committee, nor their report to 
tlic Society. The record book of the Ilorticul* 
tural Society has the following statement : — - ** A 
report was made on the 23d of January, 1835, by 
Judge Story, to the Horticultural Society, and 
aecepte<l, as appears by the record of Uiat day, 
comprising the agreement finally made between 
these parties. This reiK>rt cannot be found. In 
its absence, therefore, the views of the parties 
must be sought principally in an act of the legis- 
lature, of March 81, I880, and a vote of the 
Society, June 6, 1835, and also in the deed to tlie> 
Mount Auburn Proprietors.** At the top of tlie 
same page it is stated that, ** The following por- 
tions of records are mostly taken from tlio New 
England Farmer, and are entered hero in pur- 
suance of a vote passed by the Society." 

Tlie act of incorporation having been assented 
to by tlie proprietors, under their individual signa- 
tures, a meeting was called by tlie persons named 
in the act on tlie 21st of April, 1835, at which tlie 
s 
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Hon. John Davis was chosen Moderator, and 
Charles P. Curtis, Esq., Secretary. Judge Story 
was appointed a Committee to prepare such By* 
Laws as lie should deem necessary. It was voted 
to proceed to the choice, by ballot, of nine Trus- . 
tees, and the following gentlemen were declared 
to be elected, viz. : Joseph Story, Samuel Apple- 
ton, George Bond, Jacob Bigi!low, Benjamin A. 
Gould, Cliarles Brown, Charles P. Curtis, James 
Read, and Josqih P. Bradlee. It was then voted 
tliat tlie Trustees be authori/^ to procure and 
accept a conveyance from the Massachusetts 
Horticultural Society, of all the lands, tenements, 
and personal estate held by tliem in Cambridge, 
Watertown, or elsewhere, ap|)ertaining to the 
Garden and Cemetery of Mount Auburn. « 

At an adjourned meeting, April 28d, 1835, the 
Hon. Joseph Story was chosen President ; George 
Bond, Esq., Treasurer ; and Benjamin R. Curtis, 
Esq., Secretary. The salary of the Secretary 
was fixed at one hundred dollars. Messrs. Bond, 
Bigelow, and C. P. Curtis were appointed a 
Committee on hying out and discontinuing lots. 
Messrs. Story and Curtis were appointed a Com- 
mittee on Regulaticms concerning visitors, Ac. 
Messrs. Bigelow and Story a Committee to devise 
a seal for the Corporatioii. 
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In Sqitctnbcr, 1838, Mr. George W. Brimmer 
died at Florence, in Italy. The following obit- 
uary notice appeared in the Boston Daily Adver- 
tiser of tlie time : — 

** Although for several years past the subject of 
tliis notice Ims been absent, witli the exception of 
short intervals, from his home, yet tlie imago of 
his presence, and the sound of his familiar voice, 
seem to us as but of yesterday. A vivid remem- 
brance of our past gratification accompanies and 
enhances the sadness attendant on its loss. "* 

Mr. Brimmer, after the termination of his 
academical studies, in 1803, directed his attention 
to mercantile pursuits, to which occupation he 
continued attachctl for several years. But a 
natural and highly cultivated taste for the fine 
arts laid strong claims on his attention and time^ 
and to these elegant pursuits he devoted a large 
portion of that leisure which his fortune and posi- 
tion enabled him to command. In painting he was 
both a personal proficient and an accomplished 
connoisseur, distinguished by tlie chasteness and 
almost tlie severity of his discriminating taste. 
To architecture he directed a large sliare of his 
attention, and has left practical results to attest 
the beauty of his conceptions. Trinity Church 
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and the facade to the Trcmont Theatre,^ in Bos- 
ton, tlie Unitarian Church in Plymouth, with 
•ome other clasnical structures, are monuments of 
his genius and the nice discernment which he 
possessed of fitness in art. 

Tlie public spirit of Mr. Brimmer has, on 
Tarious occasions, been conspicuously manifested 
in provisions for the general good. Wlien the 

* tract of land, now known as Mount Auburn, was, 
many years since, offered at auction sale, it was 

^ purchased by Mr. Brimmer, and held by him for 
some years, not for his private use or gratification, 
but merely to preserve that beautiful woodland 
from destruction until some ap]>ropriato use should 
bo foiind for it When tlio plan of an omamen* 
tal cemetery was first suggested, he liberally 
conveyed the estate for that purpose, at some 
personal sacrifice, and co-ojierated with activity 
in perfecting a place which is now tlie acknowl- 
edged pride of our metropolis. 

To the Boston Athenfcum Mr. Brimmer has 
been, for many years, an efficient and active 
fnend. The splendid collection of works on the 
fine arts, possessed by that institution, was, in a 

• AlUrwsrdt bant sad diffHtnU/ rtbnUt. 
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great measure, formed under his advice and 
assistance. A few montlis before his doatli he 
sent out from Europe, as a donation to tliat 
libraiy, a largo number of costly and elegant 
works, selected by himself during his travels on 
the Continent, and previously wanting on tlie 
shelves of the institution. 

In the society in which ho moved, Mr. Brim* 
mer will long be recollectcil for tlie friendly spirit, 
and cheerful equanimity, which spoke in his coun- 
tenance and animated his conversation. An un* 
constrained and playful vivacity increased the 
interest of his discourse, which was at all times 
rational, cultivated and intellectual. An extensive 
observer of men and manners, he contributed to 
tlio entertainment of his friends from tlie funds of 
a polished mind, stored by travel and experience 
And although free and independent in tlie ex- 
pression of his opinions, and uncompromising in 
his estimate of integrity and trutli, yet the 
courteousness of his manner, and sincerity oi his 
heart, drew around him many friends^ who sought 
and enjoyed his society, as they now clierish hia 
memory. 

December 22d, 1838. Tlio Trustees voted tlwt 
it is inexpedient to make gratuitous appropriationa 
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of land for the erection of monuments to distin- 
guish individuak. Previously to this vote land 
had, in several instances, been granted for such 
purposes. 

At the proprietor's meeting, Feb. 4th, 1889, it 
was voted to increase the number of Trustees to 
ten, and the name of Samuel T. Armstrong was 
added to thoso of the previous Board. Tliis 
arrangement continued till 1841, when the num* 
ber of Trustees was again reduced to nine. In 
18oG It was increased to twelve, which number 
still continues. 

In 1842, Mr. George Bond died. He had been 
an active promoter of the enteqiriso from Uie ear- 
liest stage of its announcement, — even before 
Sweet Auburn was thought of as its location. 
He had also served the Corporation as Treasurer, 
without compensation, for eleven years. On this 
occasion it was voted by4he Trustees, ** Tliat the 
President be requested to communicate to the 
family of the late George Bond, Esq., the assur- 
ance of the sincere sympathy of the Trustees in 
thdr recent bereavement, and to express their 
grateful acknowledgment, on behalf of. the pro- 
prietors of the Cemetery, of tlio faithful and valu- 
able services of their friend and associate, as one 

V 
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of tlio Foandcn and Trustees of the Cemoteiy, 
and as Trcasarcr of Uio Coqioration since its 
establiiihment.** Mr. George W. Ilond was soon 
after chosen to succeed liis father in tlie office of 
Treasurer. 

Jul^ irM, 1843. The Trustees voted tliat all 
sums received from grants or bequests, for Uio 
purpose of keeping lots in repair, shall form one 
fund, to be ca]lc<I die ** Fund for Roiwiirs.** Tliis 
vote, after receiving various modifications, in sub* 
sequent years, has been gradually matured into 
wliat is cnlleil tlio ** Repair Fund ** in the printed 
code of By-Laws. 

At the same meeting a Committee was ordered 
to employ an engineer to ascertain the practicabil- 
ity of bringing water from Fresh Pond to Mount 
Auburn. As tho result of this inquiry, it wis 
ascertained, by levels and surveys taken by Mr. 
Alexander Wadsworth, that die surface of Fresh 
Pond is several feet lower tluin tho surface of die 
water in most of the ponds in Mount Auburn. 

SepUmher IGM, 1848. A Committee of five — 
Messrs. Story, Bigelow, M. Brimmer, Crockett, 
and Curtis — were ordered to report on *• the vari- 
ous improvements wliich it may be deemed expe- 
dient to make upon the grounds of the Ceoieteiy.** 
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Tills appointment gave rise to an elaborate report 
from tlie Committee^ throagli their Cliainnan, 
JtMlgo Stor}% wliidi was prescnteil and acceptc<l 
at tlie following im*eting, Sqit. 29tli. It m worthy 
to be inserted entire, as it marks ir period in whicii 
it was found tliat a jndicious expenditure of tlio 
suqdiis current income of die Coiimration, in |)er- 
manent improvement, had the eft*ect to increase 
tlio number, and thereby promote tlie interest, of 
the proprietors. 






REPORT. 

•• Tlie Committee to whom was referred the re- 
port of a Committee on die subject of introducing 
fresh water into the grounds of Mount Auburn, 
widi directions to take into consideration the 
Yarioiis improvements which it may be deemed 
expedient to make diere, have had die same under 
their consideration, and rwpectfully report. That 
hy the act of incorporation of the Proprietors 
of the Cemetery of Mount Auburn, the moneys 
whicli sliall arise from the sale of die lots, and 
beh>ng to die Corporadon, are required to be 
forever devoted and applied to the preservation, 
improvement, embellishment, and enlargement 
of the said Cemetry and the incidental expenses 
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thereof: —- timt hitlierto these purposes liavo 
been fuithrully adhered to, the grounds have been 
laid out, and paths and avenues have been es- 
tabh'shed, a house with suitable apiK^dages built, 
a temporary gateway erected, and a suitable 
temporary fenoe inclosing the grounds* During 
the present year a permanent granite gateway 
has been substituted for the former wooden one. 
A Aer de<Iucting all the ex|)enses hitherto incurred, 
including the expense of the granite gateway, 
there will remain at the end of the present year 
in the treasury, according to the statement made 
to the Committee by the treasurer, tlie sum of 
about twenty-six thousand dollars applicable to 
the general objects contemplated in the act of in- 
coqioration. 

It is well known, that among these objects 
there are some which have always from the bo* 
ginning of die Cemetery been deemed of primary 
importance, and to which the funds of die Cor- 
poration were designed to be opplied as soon as 
any adequate surplus should exist* Indeed dicse 
objects were held out to die original subscribers 
as the main inducements for their patronage and 
encouragement of die enterprise, and without 
them little or no success could have been hoped 
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for. Tlio Committee, therefore, deem it tlieir 
tacred duty to recommend that these objects . 
•iKnild be put in a train to secure their entire 
accomplishment as early as the funds of tlio C!or- 
poration shall enable the Trustees to do so. The 
Committee beg leave to state that Uie objects to 
which they have alluded, are, 1. The erection of a 
permanent stone or iron fence upon the front 
grounds of the Cemetery, and a hedge fence on 
the remaining three sides thereof, for tlieir due 
protection and security. 2. Tlie draining of the \ 
low grounds, and the introduction of pure water / 
which should run into the grounds and through I 
the ponds within tlio same, into Charles KiviT. ^ 
8. The erection of a suitable granite chai»el 
where the religious services for the dead may bo 
suitably performed, and* which also in the interior 
sides may become the repository of marble busts 
and statues and other* sepulchrar monuments, 
which may from time to time bo placed tliero by 
liberal benefactors and friends in memory of tlie 
dead, and which would not bear the exposure of • 
the open air in our climate. 4. The erection* of 
a granite tower or observatory on the summit of 
Mount Auburn, from which the entire grounds 
of the Cemetery^ and the whole range of the 
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adjacent country may be distinctly seen, — thcao 
objects, in die opinion of the Committee, may all 
bo attained within a few years by devoting the 
present funds of the Corporation to tliem, and 
such additional funds as from past experience 
tlie Committee are justified in believing, will 
unquestionably come into the treasury within tlio 
same period of years. Which of these objects liave 
a priority, or whether all of them should be 
simultaneously undertaken and a proportion of 
the present funds applied pro rata to each, is 
a matter for the ultimate decision of the Trustees; 
and it is not improbable that for some of these 
objects, private suliscriptions may be obtained 
from munificent individuals in aid of such funds 
as the Trustees may devote to the purpose. 

The Committee ask leave to suggest some con- 
siderations for the deliberation of the Trustees, 
which have occurred to them, and which may 
confirm some of the statements already suggested. 

1. As to a permanent fence. It is believed by 
the Committee that a permanent iron fence, with 
a suitable granite foundation, can be erected of 
a suitable height, on tho whole length of the 
Cemetery fronting on the Cambridge and Water- 
town public highway, for an expense not exceed- 
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ing 917,000. Tlic other tlirce sides of tlie Cemo- 
tciy iho Committee propose sliotild be inclosed 
by a hedge of buckthorn or some other siirub 
thickly planted within and near the present 
wooden fence. 

Tliis woidd, in a few years, with suitable carOi 
constitute a substantial and beautiful inclosurc, and 
might be done at an expense not exceeding ^i^lOOO. 

2. As to draining tlie grounds and obtain- 
ing a supply of pure water, the various ponds 
may be made to communicate with each other, 
and tho stagnant water be drawn off from 
the same by suitable ditches, so as ultimately to 
pass through the low ground into Charles Uiver. 
Tlie ponds can then be excavatetl, and the mate- 
rial obtained therefrom be applied to fertilirx^ tho 
ground on the borders of the Cemetery, and good 
gravel bottoms be substituted in the ponds, or if 
deemed necessary, or expedient, the ponds can be 
partially filled up or narrowed in their area. Tho 
Committee estimate the expense of accomplishing 
this port of die plan at not exceeding 83000. 

In respect to tlie conveying of pure water into 

_ the grounds, Uie Committee are aware of some 

diflBculty. The most probable source of supply 

is from Fresh Pondi by means of an apparatus 
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to raise the water above tlie level of the jM>nd in 
the Cemetery, and then to conduct it through 
the intermediate lands into the Cemetery and 
Uience to Charles River. To acconi|»liHh this 
object some legislative action will probably be 
necessary, as well as the consent of the proprie- 
tors through whoite land the water must [lass* 
A survey of the Pond and of those lands lias been 
already made, and an estimate of the probablo 
expense will be ft>und in the reiK>rt of die former 
Committee, which has been recommitted to tliis 
Committee, and to which reference is to be had 
for a more full undertaking of tlie project and 
other incidental matters. 

3. The erection of a chapel. Tlie Committee 
deem this a very desirable object. Tlie chapel 
ought, in their opinion, to be built in a cluisto ^ 

style and taste, and of the most durable mate- 
rials, and uimn a plan which will admit of 
great additions and enlargements at a future 
period witliout injury to the symmetry and 'pro- 
portions of tlie original building, when the relig- 
ious services and the erection of monuments \c 
therein shall require such additions and enlargo- 
ments. If the chapel should now bo erected of a 
suitable height of aslilar granite, it may bo lighted 
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by a dome, or lantern, or skylight on tlio top, and 
the four sides bo reserved for busts, and statues, 
and monuments. The accommodations for the 
religious services may be by a moveable pulpit 
and moveable seats to be placed in such positions 
as die occasion may reciuire. The chai>el, when 
built, may, if it is tliought best to constitute the 
nave or part of the nave of a future church which 
shall become with its future transepts a Latin 
or Greek cross. As has been already suggested, 
private subscriptions may probably be obtained to 
aid in the acccomplishment of tliis object. Proba- 
bly the whole expense of such a chapel for tho 
present purposes of a Cemetery would not exceed 
$5000. 

4. Tho erection of a tower or observatory. 
It IS believed by tlie Committee that this may be 
accomplished at a very moderate expense, and 
yet be- built of the most permanent materials ; 
and it will be a great convenience, and an orna- 
ment to the grounds. A round tower of ashlar 
granite may be built fifty feet high, and of a 
proper diameter suitable for an easy ascent and 
descent, at an expense not exceeding $7000. 

The Committee are also of opinion, that it is 
imnecessary to reserve out of the present funds 
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of the Corporation a suin exceeding SSOOO, to 
meet any incidental exiienditurcs bf the Cemeterjr, 
before new funds will accrue ; and it is but a 
just compliance with the known intention of tlio 
proprietors to appropriate the residue to one or 
more or all the objects already indicated. 

The Committee beg leave to add, that in 
making tlie appropriations of the funds of tho 
CoqM>nition for the puqnjses aforesaid, they have 
not lost siglit of their duty to reserve out 
of the fund which may arise from the sales of 
die lots, a sum sufficient to ensure in perpetuity 
tho improvement, preser\'ation, and ornament of 
Uie Cemetery, and tho payment of the incidental 
expenses thereof. They are aware tliat tlie 
number of lots which will remain on hand, will 
be every year diminishing, and tlierefore diat it ' 
will be necessary to make suitable provision to 
meet the time when they can no longer expect to 
realize any new funds. Tliat time, however, 
must be distant, and tlie lots now on hand are 
more than sufficient to meet all the future ex- 
penditures which may bo required for any of the 
purposes to which Uiey have been referred. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the 
Committee. 

Joseph Story, Chairman.^ ' 
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The foregoing report being acceptcd^'tlic Tnis- 
tcct voted to proceed at onco to tlio erection ** of an 
iron fence on tlie whole front of the Cemcteiy, of 
simihir construction and character witli the portion 
of fcnce now erected, (viae., Uie curved {mrt next 
the gate) varying in such ]iarticu1ars as the C!oni- 
mittee may see fit, provided the same can be done 
at an expense not exceeding 915|000, and to be^ 
completed in throe years from tlie time of the con^ 
tract.'* 



TUB IRON PKNCE. 

Tlie curved iron fence which forms a part of the 
design of the gateway extending from the lodges 
to the obelisks, and also the whole straight fence 
which encloses the north and east sitles, are cssen* 
tially £g}i>tian in their cliaracter. The constitu* 
ent parts ore selected from among the emblems and 
trophies, which are sculptured on various structures 
extant on Uie banks of the Nile* Tlie pales of die ^ 
curved fence are ten feet high, and tWb inches in 
diameter. Those of the residue of the front fence 
are somcwliat lighter, being about nine feet high| - 
and one indi and seven eightlis in diameter. The 
whole IS supported oa short posts of granite once ' 
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in ten fcct| tho tops of wliicli rise a foot and a half 
above the ground, while the bases extend four feet 
under ground, and arc three feet in tlicir trans- 
verse diameter at bottom. Tliey liave thus a strong 
foothold indeiKudent of tlio eartli about tliem, 
and would continue to stand If this earth were 
removed. 

The trellis bars which support the pales are mor* 
tised into the stone )MX5ts and c<m(ined hy a cement 
of melted sulplmr. During the last year it was 
found that die ends of tho iron bars were mucli 
corro<led by the action of the acid formed from 
tho sulphur and atmospheric oxygen. To arrest 
this destructive process, the mortise holes Iiavc been 
filled with Portland cement, by which it is ex- 
pected to neutralize the excess of acid, and protect 
tlio iron and remaining sulphureous cement from 
further contact with the atmosphere. The fenco 
was painted in 1845 and I80I, and not again till 
1859. 

The contract for building the front fence, about 
2470 feet in length, was made, in 1844, with 
Messrs. Adams & Whittredgc, and Cummings & 
Co. for the iron work, and O. T. Rogers for tho 
stone posts, for the aggregate sum of $12,400, of 
wliich the iron cost $9800, and the stone posts, 
4 
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ff2G00. A few lengths of return fence on tlie 
south side were not included in this contract. 

A contract was made, January 5, 1849, with 
Messrs. Bryant & BlaisdcII, to erect a palisade or 
wooden fence on the eastern, southern, and western 
sides of the Cemetery, for $1.48 per foot. In con- 
sequence of an application from William P. Win- 
chesteri Esq., who offered to contribute 8*^0 to-> 
ward Uie expense, the wooden fence was stopped 
on the east side, or Coolidge Avenue, and an iron 
fence contracted for in its place. The contract 
was made Oct. 18th, 1849, with Messrs. C. W. 
Cummings and G. W. Smith, to build this iron 
fence for 810,800, the length being 1,624 feet. 

r Tlie wooden palisade was carried round the south 

I and west sides. In the following winter several 
rods of the pales which had been set in a bog at the 

I south-west comer, fell down. They were after- 
wards replaced at a considerable expense by reset- 

I ting them on sleepers sunk and secured in the mud. 
1845. Tliis year the country experienced an* 
unusual loss in the death of Judge Stor}% Among 
the objects of attention which filled up the measure 
of his indefatigable life, Mount Auburn had always 
held a place. He was chairman of the first large 
meetbg called by the Horticultural Society, and 
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was aftorwarcis President of the corporation of pro- 
prietors for eleven years. He made frequent visits 
to the grounds of die Cemetery, and took great de- 
light in witnessing and promoting their improve- 
ment. When not absent from tlie State, he was 
punctual in his attendance on the meetings of the 
Trustees, which were often arranged to meet his 
convenience. 

At a meeting of the Trustees, Sept. 12tli, 1845, 
tlie following resolutions were offered by Dr. Bige- 
low, and unanimously adopted : — 

** The Trustees of Mount Auburn Cemetery, 
deeply affected by tlio event whicli has taken from 
them their presiding head, and from society one of 
its most beloved and distinguished ornaments, are 
anxious that some suitable memorial should be 
placed in remembrance of his worth, upon a siK>t 
which was loved and frequented by him in life, 
and to the improvement of which he devoted 
much of his time and ardent interest. 

Therefore voted, that the Trustees offer to the 
friends and fellow citizens of the deceased a place in 
the new Chapel now in the progress of erection at 
Mount Auburn, for the erection of a marble statue 
of Joseph Story, when such a work worthy of the 
character of the original shall have been completed 
thror'^h the contributions of the public** 
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It was abo voted that a Cointnittco of tlirce bo 
ap|Kiintcd to take order aA to the statue of Judge 
Story. Messrs. Uigelow, M. Briininer, and C. P. 
Curtis were appointed to constitute said Committee. 
A further account will be found under the head of 
** Statues," pagoGS. 

At a meeting of the Trustees, January 81st, 
1848, tlic fullowuig vote was passed: — ** Whereas 
tlie Trustees of the subscribers to the statue of the 
late Dr. Bowditch have paid the customary price 
for the land on which the statue now stands, 
therefore, voted, that all the land included within 
the exterior side of tlie fence around said statue 
be, and the same is hereby appropriated and dedi- 
cated forever to the use and purpose of sustaining 
and protecting the said statue.** 

This statue had been erected under difficulties 
from the proceeds of a subscription raised soon 
after the death of Dr. Bowditch, in 1838. Tho 
Committee having charge of Uie work had con- 
tracted witli Mr. Ball Hughes for a i>ronze statde 
to bo delivered witliin a certain time. Mr. Hughes 
completed the model, but fiiiled to produce the 
brontt casting. The Committee, after waiting a 
number of years and repeatedly extending the 
time of the contract, at length broke off their 
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negotiation witli ilr. Hughes, and doclarcd tlif 
contract void. Mr. Hughes, liowcver, persevered, 
and with the aAsi»tanco of a benevolent friend, at 
length completed an imi>erfect casting, which the 
subscribers thought proper to accept. Of its 
present condition, an opinion inay be formed from 
the following vote of the Trustees, May lOlh, 
1858: — •* Voted, that a Committee of one be 
appointed to cause the statue of Dr. Bowditch to 
be re|iaircd by stopping the holes and painting the 
whole of a bronae color.** It is to be IioihxI that 
this memorial to the memory of a distinguiHlied 
philosopher and citiasen, of which tlie design is 
better than the execution, may be restored, as it 
can only be, by a new casting to be sought from 
tlioso who venerate his memory. 
^~^ The drainage of the wet and sunken parts of the 
land has from time to time occupied the attention 
of the Trustees. A tract of wet land culled 
Wyeth*s Meadow, situated on the north side of the 
Watertown road, is now drained by a culvert 
which passes under Uie road into the grounds of 
Mount Auburn. Tlie water, which was formerly 
above the surface, now flows through a large stone 
drain along the easterly side of the lawn^ cross- 
ing Central Avenue, and thence coinciding with 
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j 

Culvert Arcnue along the northerly side of Indian 

j Ridge, till it crosses it at a point opposite the 

{ bridge which has been built over Auburn Lake. 

! Tlie cut which has hero been nuide tlirough Indian 

j Ridge is intended to constitute a subterranean 

I passage, both sides of wliich will be occupied with 

'I columbaria, or, as they are here called, catacombs, 

J to be built for sale by the Corporation. 

;j Anotlior stone drain, built in 1843, leads from 

Forest Pond into Auburn Lake. It passes under 

the bend of Willow Avenue, and disclyirges its 

water in a stream or fall for two thirds of tlie year 

I under a marble shell into the last mentioned lake. 



TUB CUAPEL. 

From the time of the founcUtion of Mount Au- 
burn, a design was entertained and often expressed, 
to erect, as soon as the Ainds of the Corporation 
should permit it, a chapel or temple which might 
servo as a phice for funeral solemijities when d^ 
sired, and as a depository for appropriate monu^- 
mental works of art. In pursuance of this design, 
after various preliminary^ discussions, the Trustees 
at their meeting, October 15th, 1844, voted to 
proceed to the erection of such an edifice. It was . 
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voted that it be made *^ of fine hammered Quinej -f- 
granite, and tliat the Building Committee consist of 
Jacob Bigelow, Charles P. Curtis, and James 
Read, with power to sign the contracts on behalf of 
this Corporation, for erecting the chapel at an ex* 
pense not exceeding twenty-iive thousand dolhirs.** 
As the funds were not at that time adequate to the 
expense of a structure like that contemplated, it 
was voted to solicit a subscription from among the 
proprietors, with a view to supply the deficient 
amount. Judge Story, Dr. Bigelow, and Martin 
Brimmer, Esq., were appointed a Committee for 
this purpose. This Committee made application to 
various public spiritctl individuals, and obtained 
from them a contribution amounting to nearly 
87000. Among these, Samuel Appleton and Dr. 
G. C. Shattuck gave $1000 each, and liberal do- 
nations were received from various other persons. 

In selecting a design for tlie Chapel, the Trus* 
tees applied to a number of the princii>al architects 
of the city, and received from tliem half a dozen 
different plans. These were affixed to tlio wall of 
a room, liaving the names of the authors concealed. 
Another supernumerary plan by Dr. Bigelow, was 
inserted among the rest. Tlie Trustees, as yet ig- 
norant of tlie names, proceeded to designate their 
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/\ prcfcrcnco hy marking. All the Trustees, except 
/ one, gave tlieir marks for the supemumeraiy plan, 
/ and the only dissentient, Mr. M. Brimmer, after- 
I wards changed liis vote, making t]ie decision unani- 
\njous. 

The Building Committee issued their specifica- 
tions, and received ]>roposals from various granite 
workers in Boston and Quincy. The lowest pro- 
I>osal was that of Messrs. O. T. Rogers and Rich- 
ards & Munn, who oftured to furnish and put up 
the stone work of the building, conformably to the 
specification, for 810,G23. The Committee Ac- 
cepted this pro|>osal, relying on the establitthcd 
cliaracter of the contractors, and the fact that I^Ir. 
Rogers had served them satisfoi^torily In the erec- 
tion of the stone gateway. Subsequently, however, 
the contractors, finding, probably, tliat they had 
ttnder-estimate<l the expense, endeavored to protect 
themselves from loss, by underletting certain por- 
tions of tlie work to less responsible parties. Tlio 
consequence was, that many im]H*rf^t, defect! /e, 
and blemished stones were inserted in the work, so 
timt when the walls wore erected, and before tlie 
roof was made, the Committee refused to pay any 
fiirtlior instahnents, or to accept the building, if 
finished, in its then existing state. The contractors, 



-, Digitized by VjiOOQlC 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



^ 

4 



I 



VIEW FROM THE LAWN. 

Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



^. t; 






I , \ '■'■>.'. 



•p..' •. ".'/ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



r i 



'■ i* ! ^ ' \ 


K 


. 1 


• V '- 




, .i 


- 


'^>.^'%.'.^- 


^ 






'• ' * . *T 


' 




'•■' ^ r 








•^'' 










r ' • * - •- 


'*• . ' 




• ' ' \- * • 


• " '. »•**( : 






•.' . i^ .i •. .' • 


■•;•<. 


• ^ '.. 


\" 


.••■ *'• Ji- ] \-^ • • 


" *. * * " 






(■'?. 'J' '■; ■ 


■; ;.- i ' '^ 


r 


■ 


:):'r ■ 


- . ■ * "? :■ 


/- * ' 




»;'•..* « 


. . * ^ 


', '* 




= ■•:". ' •' ■>'■ 


!''.".' 


> 




.V- -^i* ' '' • ■ 






«> s t «-f 



* 






^ -V /; • .; } 


; 


..,:;.V ..';;:/j>-^.. ■;' '.J, •' 


'<' .•' ■-■:': 


'\ •'■.,'■».• -^i' 


1 




» . ■ ' 


> 




•i'**' ■' .**i /• ' ? • ^"^ '•'"• 5 "' •' *^ • '• ' • 


■^/-...v' 








:^vr-;' 




1 








1 

! 


J ^z*^ c-?.-^' »^^'^''"':;j^:- 


^^'^'V^-'-Vr; 


; /,.-^ V 



Vl£iVv mum iiiui Liiittt*. 

; Digitized by LjOOQIC 



MOUNT AUBURX CBMCTKRY. 67 

liowcvor, tliou^lit it best to go on aiul comiilefe tho 
CliniM:! at tlicir own risk. Tlio Trustees refnsed 
to acecpt the building ; but two or three years 
afterwanls tlicy appointee! a Committee, eonnistiug 
of Messrs. Read and Crockett, with power to settle 
the di9pntcd account. This Committee made an 
adjustment by paying the claim of the contractors 
subject to the performance of certain rei^airs, and 
the abatement of $1000 from tlio amount of their 
bill. 

Tho deiKirtnres made by the builders (rom the 
requirements of tho specification and plans, con* 
sisted not merely in tho introduction of stones 
which became rusty in a few months, but in the 
employment, in many cases, of stones of such short 
dimensions, tliat they did not sufficiently cover or 
overlay each other, so as to be capable of excluding 
water. Tho consequence was a frequent leakage 
in storms, with a freezing of tho water in win* 
ter, greatly impairing the stability of tho walls. 
After many fruitless attempts in different ways to 
repair the leaks, the Trustees voted, August 2d, 
1853, on tho motion of Mr. Gould, '' Tliat it is ox* 
pedient that the Cliapel in Mount Auburn be taken 
down for tlie purpose of rebuilding it in a more safe 
and substantial mannor.** A Committee, consisting 
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of Messrs. Bigelow, Littlct and Tisdalc, were ap* 
pointed, with full powers to cany tliis rote into 
eflfcct This Committee contracted with Messrs. 
Whitclier and Sheldon, of Quincj, to take down 
and rebuild tlie entire Chajicl with certain addi- 
tional stones and new decorations, conducing 
both to its stability and improred appearance, for 
916,900. In reconstructing the edifice, about two 
hundred blemished or dcfectire stones were re- 
moved, and replaced with others of proper size 
and clmracter. Suitable bonds and joints are 
eveiywliere introduced, and large granite ties 
connecting die clerestory with the outer walls 
are inserted under the roof. Some of the 
windows and mouldings hare been changed, and 
the row of Icares beneath the cornice is can*ied 
round the buttresses. The Chapel is now a 
strong and safe builduig, the decorations are 
increased, while the aggregate expense for its 
building and reconstruction, is probably not 
much, if at all, greater than the sum which 
such an edifice would cost at the present day. 
ExclusiTe of the subscription, the actual cost to 
the proprietors is still less. 

The principal wmdows of the Chapel are of 
stained glass, manufiictured by Messrs. Ballantyne 
Allan, of Ediubtti|;h. 
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A well and pump for the refrcslimeni of visiton 
have stood for many yean near the gate. At a 
meeting July 6th, 1852, '' Mr. Tisdale presented 
drawings and a plan for a pump and pump-house 
to be constructed near the gate within the grounds 
of the Corporation, and it was voted that the same 
be referred to the Committee who have the subject 
of constructing the tower in cluirge, with full pow* 
ers." The Committee proceeded to construct a 
new well and pump, with a drain, and stone plat* 
form, covered by a small wooden octagonal building 
with seats inside, after tlie plans offered by Mr. 
Tisdale and designed by Mr. Theodore Voelckers. 
The cost of this building was about $3000. 

THE TOWER. 

** At a meeting of the Trustees, June 1st, 1852, 
after some remarks, by the President, on the 
subject of the contemplated improvements at the 
Cemetery, the erection of a tower coming next in 
order, according to the original scheme, it was 
voted that the President, with Messrs. Gould and 
Little, be a Committee to prepare plans and esti- 
mates for a tower at Mount Aubunii and to report 
hereafter in writing." 
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At tlic next mooting, July 6tli, Dr. Bigclow, in 
bclialf of tlio Committee, exhibited a model, de- 
signed bj him, and approved bj tlie Committee ; 
after duo examination of which, the Trustees, on 
motion of Mr. Crockett, voted ** Tliat tlio plan 
and model, now presented, be adopted by this 
Board.'* And, on motion of Mr. Read, it was 
also voted, **That Messrs. Bigelow, Little, and 
Tisckile, be a Committee, with ftill power, to go 
on and erect the tower now adopted, in granite.'* 

The Committee, above named, contracted with 
Messrs. Whitclier & Sheldon, of Quincy, to erect 
the tower, in stone, for 818,500. But the subse- 
quent addition of stone steps, on several sides, and 
a broad stone platform about tlie base, together 
with the grading of the liill| increased the expense 
to about 822,000. 

Tlie tower is sixty-two feet injicightalipvc the 



summit of Mount Auburn. | It is built on the 
general plan of some of the round towers of the 
feudal ages, and contains a gallery, battlements, ' 
Ootliic windows, and a spiral staircase of stone. - 
jTIie stones are smooth hammered on both sides, 
so that each stone makes tk p^rt of both the inside 
and outside surface of the wall. The horixontal 
surfiioes of all the stones being level and true, it 

I 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC • 



MOrXT AUnURN CEMETERY. CI 

is impossible that any structure, of tlic same mate-: 
rials, should be more substantial. The summit 
being above the tops of the highest trees, gives, 
from its platform, a panoramic view of the Ceme- 
tery and surrounding country. A JandscaiM of 
cities and villages, interspersed with woods, culti- 
vated fields, and large sheets of water, constitutes 
this view. Charles River, with its various wind«- 
ings, is seen for seven or eight miles of its course, 
from Boston to Watcrtown, traversing the level 
marsh, which, in the distance, looks like a shaven 
lawn. In clear weather, the horizon is marked 
by the remote summits of Wachusett, and other 
distant mountains. 

The tower of Mount Auburn serves farther as 
a landmark, by which the place of the Cemetery 
is designated in the distance. It identifies tlio 
spot which is already tlio resting place of tliou- 
sands. It is a centre to which mourning hearts 
and eyes are daily turned, of tlioso who would 
fain seek in its shadow for what renuiins on earth 
of their children and kindred. 
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TUB 8TATUE8. 

At the meeting of the Trustees, Jan. Sd, 1854, 
the subject of occupying the interior of the Chapel 
with historical statues of public men was introduced 
bj the President, in the following Report : — 

** The great and progressive demand for burial 
lots in Mount Auburn, which, in the last /ear, 
has increased beyond any former precedent, has 
been attended with a correspondent increase in 
the funds of the Corporation. This increase has 
not only been sufficient to carry to their comple- 
tion nearly all the great works proposed in the 
original design, but has left, at the end of the 
year, an accumulated surplus in tlie Treasurer's 
hands, for which no demand has been made. It 
seems proper, at this stage of affairs, tliat the 
Trustees should consider what is likely to be the 
amount of their future receipts, and what destina^ 
tion can most fitly be made of the same, so as to 
cany out the original objects for which Mount 
Auburn was instituted, and to answer the just 
expectation of its proprietors. 

The following estimate may serre as the ground 
of an approximatire calcuUtion of the value of 
future sales of land at Mount Auburn : — 
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The inclosure of the Cemcteiy contains about 
one hundred and ten acres, of which less tlian ten 
should be deducted for water and other unavailable 
portions, leaving one hundred acres. Of this, it is 
computed that about half is already sold, leaving 
unsold, fifty acres. 

An acre contains . . 43,560 sq. ft. 

Deduct luilf this for paths and spaces, 

leaving, say, . . . 21,000 ** *♦ 
Which, at 33^ cents a foot, the pres- 
ent price is ... . 87,000 
And GO acres are eventually worth . 8 350,000 
From this is to be deducted about twenty per 
cent, paid to the Horticultural Society, a^inst 
which may be oflset the premium of twenty 
per cent, now paid by purchasers, who select 
their lots. It is apparent that the means of the 
Corporation are likely to be sufficient for any 
reasonable improvements, which Uiey may feel 
themselves justified in undertaking. 

The object of the present Report is to submit 
to the Trustees the expediency and propriety of 
procuring to be made by competent artists a 
certain number of marble statues, commemora* 
tivo of men who have been distinguished in the 
history of the country by their characters and 
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public sorviccSf.wItli a viow to these statues being 
placed within the Chapel, wliich is now about to 
bo reconstructed. B j the charter of tlie Cemetery, 
the Corporation are authorized to expend tlieir 
funds among otlier objects, for the * improvement 
and embellishment* of the place. And one of 
the proposed objects for wliich the Clmpol was 
erected, as expressed in Judge Stoiy^s Report, 
entered on our records, was, that *the interior 
sides may become the repository of busts, statues, 
and other sepulchral monuments, which may, 
from time to time, be placed there.* The custom 
of placing works of sculpture, commemorative of 
the illustrious dead, in tlie interior of chapels and 
churches, is not uncommon in Europe, and is 
occasionally seen in this country. And, as such 
memorials are, or should be, elaborate works of 
art, the propriety becomes apparent, that they 
should be protected from the elements by tlie 
shelter of a roof. 

But few of the distinguished men of our own* 
country, and especially of this section of it, have 
received from tlieir posterity those permanent 
marks of gratitude, to wliiph tlie importance of 
their public services has entitled them. Having 
died, pediaps, during the comparative poverty 
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of the countiy, tlicir merits and trlaims to such 
recognition Imvc been obsaired by tlic lai*8c of 
years, and for a time for^^ottcn. Tlicro wcro 
among them men of high intellect, indomitable 
courage, and unquestioned ])atriotism, — such 
qualities as civili/xxl nations, in aU Rge8, liavo 
been prompt to recognize and commemorate bjr 
lasting memorials. Is it right that we, into 
whoso haiuk Providence lias thrown tlic appro- 
priate means, sliouUI withliold from them this 
late, yet fitting, tribute, in the midst of a 
pros|>erity, founded on their elForts and sacrl* 
fices, and which now fumishes us the means to 
preiKiro and decorate sumptuous resting places, in 
life and death, for our own less worthy selves. 

If the patronage of genius bo permitted to 
weigh as a collateral consideration, wo liavo 
artists, resident among us, and others have gono 
out from our midst, who liavo already won 
onplauso from .those who arc qualiKed to judge, 
and have given proofs tliat tlio field, and not tho 
talent, is w*anting to their honorable success. 

It will be remembered that tho Cemetery of 
Mount Auburn was the first to embody, for its 
.own puiposes, a plan, uniting tlio beauties of 
6 
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art and nature in a manner, and on a scale, 
which Iiad not been effected in tliis country, 
nor, in some respects, in anj other. Its fortunate 
inception, and well considered armngcments, have 
caused it to bo imitated in almost all the lai^ 
cities and villages of the United States. It re- 
mains to bo seen whetlier, from its ample means, 
it slmll continue to take tlio lead in carrying 
into effect new forms of grateful remembrance 
of the dead, or wait to become the tardy imitator 
of other institutions, to which it has hitherto 
been an example. 

(Signed) * Jacob Bioei/>w.** 

On receipt of the above Report, the Trustees 
voted, ** That a Committee of tlirce, of whom the 
President shall be Cliairman, be appointed to con- 
ttder the report on statuary made tliis day, and 
report at a future meeting of tlie Trustees, upon 
the general subject of introducing statues into the 
Cemetery at tlie expense of die Corporation.*' Mr. 
Parker requested that liis vote, dissenting from tlie 
foreifoing vote, should be entered on record. The 
President, with Messrs. Bead and Curtis, wero 
ordered to constitute said Committee. 

At the meeting, Feb. 18th, 1854, the President, 



'f' . Digitized by Google 



MOUXT AUBURX CBMRTBRT. 



07 



fSrom the Committee on StAttiaiy, mmle a written 
report, which was postponed for consiileraticm until 
Uio next meeting;, tlie Secretary in tlie meantime 
to fumifth each Trustee with a copy of the same. 

After a diitcuMiion of tlio subject, which was 
continued through several successive meetings, at 
length, at tlie meeting holden Sept. 4th, 1854, the 
Trustees voted, ** That tlie sum of fifteen thousand 
dolhrs be appropriated for the purchase of three 
marble statues, to be procured and executed under 
contracts to be made with proper artists ; said stat- 
ues to be those of persons distinguished in Ameri- 
can history. But tliis vote is subject. to the follow- 
ing conditions, viz., that it sliall be approved in 
writing by five at least of tliis BoanI of Trustees ; 
and, second, that the professional opinions of C. P. 
Curtis, Esq., and die Secretary, shall be taken in 
writing, and found to sustain the legality of such 
appropriation.'* Mr. Crockett requested that his 
» name should be recorded as against tlie passage of 
this vote. 

Finally, at a meeting, Oct 2d, 1854, it was de- 
clared that, ** The vote passed at tlie last meeting 
on the subject of statuary, liad received the ap- 
proval of certain Trustees in writing, as follows: 
* On the abovcT named conditions, the subscribers. 
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Trusloes of Meant Auburn Cemetery, opprove tbe 
appropriation of fifteen thousand dollars as above 
spedfiedi for tbe above named object.' Signed, 

Jacob IhoEuow, 
James Rkap, 
Isaiah Baxgs, 
B. A. Gould, 
Charles P. Curtis, 
Charles C. Little, 
George II. Kuhn, 
Seven in all of the nine Trustees. 
Tlie foregoing certificate was annexed to a cer- 
tified copy of the vote.** 

About this time, and before the pending ques- 
tions were definitely settled, a statue of the late 
Judge Story, destined for Mount Auburn, had ar- 
rived from Italy, and was temporarily placed in the 
vestibule of the Boston Athennnim. It was the 
result of a spontaneous private subscription which 
had inunediately followed the death of that distin* 
guislied citizen and jurist, which happened in 1845, . 
as already noticed on page 52. * 

As soon as the subscription for tliis statue had 
been filled, a meeting of the subscribers was called 
at the Secretai7*s ofllice, Noy. 25th, 1845, at which ; 
a unanimous vote was passed, ^ That the Trustees , 
of the C^onetery of Mount Auburn iie, and hereby 
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arc, Appoiiited a Committee to cany out the xiqwa 
of tlie subscribers in this matter, and, in case of 
any exigency, to call anotlier meeting of Uie sul>* 
scriliers as tliey sliall see fit." 

Thereupon, the Trustees of Mount Auburn 
voted,'** That the Trustees will accept the commis- 
sion so entrusted to them by the subscribers to the 
fund for the erection of a marble statue of tlie late 
Joseph Stor}', and act umlcr the same accord- 

ingly." 

The money subscribed was collected and placed 
at interest, and a contract was made by die Trus- 
tees with William W. Story, son of the deceased, 
to execute a marble statue of his father, deliverable 
in five years. Owing to various casualties, the 
statue Was not completed in the prescribed time. 
The contract expired and was renewed, and finally 
the statue arrived in 18o«5, about ten years from 
the time of its being ordered. 

The selection of three historical personages to fill 
tlio remaining niches of the Chapel, was not an easy 
task. Much difficulty was felt, |)articularly in se- 
lecting from among the great names which cluster 
about the period of the American revolution. The 
Committee entrusted with tins responsibility con- 
sulted by letter many of our best historians and 
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0cho]an, witlioat obtaining even an approach to a 
unanimous result. At last a method was adopted 
of assuming a representative man for each of four 
great periods, or important epochs, in tlio histoiy of 
Alassachusetts. The first era was tliat of the set- 
tlement of tlie colony, and is represented in the 
person of John Wiuthrop, its first governor. The 
second period was that of the first resistance to the 
aggressions of the British parliament, of which 
movement James Otis was the leader and imperso- 
nation. The third epoch comprised the revolution 
itself and the establishment of a new constitution, 
a momentous period, fitly represented in the person 
of John Adams. Lastly, the fourth, or present 
period, which is that of peaceful fruition under the 
supremacy of beneficial laws, finds a just embodi- 
ment in the character of the conservative and 
eloquent Joseph Story. 

Tlio duty of selecting and engaging the artists to 
execute tliese works was assigned to a Committee 
of one, as will be seen in the following votes. 

' ^ At a meeting of the Trustees of tlie Proprietors 
of the Cemetery of Mount Auburn, holdon Nov. 
Cth, 1854, the following votes were passed : — 

Vated^ That the President be instructed and : 
autliorised in the name and behalf of this Coi^ 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



MOUXT AUBURN CEMBTRRT. 71 

poration, to contract witli some suitable artist, to 
bo selected by him, for a sUituo of John Winlhrop^ 
in marble, tlie cost of which sliall not exceed live 
thousand dollars. 

Voted^ That the President be instructed and 
authorised in the name and behalf of tliis Corpo- 
ration, to contract with some suitable artist, to bo 
selected by hnn, for a statue of Jame9 0U$^ in 
marble, the cost of which sliall not exceed five 
thousand dollars. 

Votedj That the President be instructed and 
authorised, in the name and behalf of this Corpo- 
ration, to contract with some suitable artist, to be 
selected by him, for a statue of X/m Adam$^ in 
marble, the cost of which shall not exceed five 
tliousand dollars. 
Attest, 

Henry M. Parker, Secrdmy.^* 

In pursuance of the above votes, arUsts were 
immediately selected, and contracts signed for the 
execution of die statues. Considerable progress 
was made, and as die work advanced, parts of die 
stipulated price were paid as they became due. In 
this stage of die business, Mr. Nazro, at a moeUng, 
April 7th, 1856, proposed an inquiry whether these 
contracts had gone so fiur that they could not be 
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rescinded. A Cotntnittcc, consisting of Messrs. 
Nazro, Curtis, and Lawrence, were appointed ** to 
examine, consider, and report whether the afore- 
said contracts can be rescinded.*' At an adjourned 
meeting, April 21st, tliis Committee reported ad- 
Terse)/ to the measure, and a minority report was 
also made bj Mr. Nazro in favor of rescinding. 
Botli reports were ordered to be put on record. 
On a final vote hy yeas and nays, on a motion 
of Mr. Gould to accept the report of the Com- 
mittee, tlie Trustees decided in the aiSnnativo as 
follows : Yeas, Messrs. Curtis, Gould, Lawrence, 
and Read ; Nays, Messrs. Crocker, McKean, 
Nazro, and Tisdale, — the President giving his 
casting vote in the affirmative. Messrs. Bangs, 
Clieever, and Little, were absent. 

The artists selected for tliese diiferent works, in 
pursuance of die votes heretofore stated, were 
lUchard S. Greenough, by whom the statue of . 
Governor Winthrop was finished in Florence, 
and placed on its pedestal in little more tlmn 
throp years ; — Tliomas Crawford, who had 
modelled, and nearly completed, in Rome, the . 
majestic figure of James Otis, when the untimely ' 
death of tlie pre-eminent sculptor left tlie work : 
to recttve its last finish, from other , bands ; — 
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^rs, by wliom a spiritccl 
was promptly executed, 
it 8ca, on its way from 
c stituc was immediately 
by Mr. Rogers. These 
— natives of Massacliu- 

Itli, 18ao, tlic Trustees 

e on Lots bo autliorizcd 

r quarter lots, containing 

seventy-five feci each, and in such places as they 

may deem expedient, each such quarter lot to bo 

sold for fifty dollars. 

April bih^ I808. Tlic need of a Special Police 
on the ground having been occasionally felt, Mr. 
Bangs was appointed a Committee to request tlie 
Mayor and Aldermen, of Cambridge, and tlie 
Selectmen, of Watertown, to api)oint the Super- 
intendent, the Gate-keeper, and two other suitable 
men, to be nominated by the Superintendent, as 
Special Policemen in and around tlie Cemetery 
of Mount Auburn, without compensation. Tho 
Committee reported. May 8d, that this appoint 
ment had been made, agreeably to the request. 

Tlie water courses in Mount Auburn consisted, 
originally, of a series of small ponds, apparently 
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.•tafflmnty but co mmunicating with each other hj 
filtration thrmigh tlio sand or gravel. In rainj 
perioib, tlic water in these ponds stands at diflTer* 
enfltcightB ; but, in times of drought, the surfaces 
approach more nearly tha lamalcycU Formerly, a 
eontinuoo s flow of water took place from Wyeth*s 
Meadow, lying north of die main road, across 
the road into what is now called tlio Lawn, and 
thence across what is now Central Avenue, into 
Garden Pond,. — tlio upper portion of which, next 
the avenue, is since filled up. To Garden Pond 
there was no outlet; but tlie water escaped, by 
percolation, through Indian Kidgo into Auburn 
Lake, formerly Meadow Pond. Twenty years 
ago, this beautifully situated little lake was a bog 
meadow, covered with grass and bushes. It has 
been gradually excavated, witliout expense, by 
the removal of mud, which is mostly composed of 
decayed leaves and other decomposed vegetable 
substances, and is used to enrich tlio soil. In 
1857, a generous purchase was made by Miss 
A. M. Loring, of two thousand feet of land, at 
the head of this lake, for $1000, — the land to 
bo forever kept open for ornamental purposes, 
and the money to be expended in repairing and 
stoning the edges of this kke. The Trustees, 
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after expending tliis sum for the purpose required, 
proceeded, on tlio following year, to finish tlio 
inelosuro^ in the same style, at the expense of 
tlie Corporation. The whole bank is now stoned 
and soflded ; a path is completed round the upper 
lialf, and a carriage road round the lower half, 
crossing the water by a small bridge, designed 
by Mr. Mann, at its narrowest part 4-^ 

vj Tlie ** Lawn '* was evidently, in former times, 
a continuation of Wyetirs Meadow. As it is too 
low for cemetery puq)osefl, an excavation was, 
at one time, begun, for the purpose of converting 
it into a lake. But tliui purpose was changed; 
and it b now decided to raise the surface one 
foot, and to cover it with loam and grass, with 
a view to its being always kept open for omar 
ment, and for affording a prospect of tlio Cliapel 
from the road. 

Living springs exist at tlie bottom of all tho 
principal ponds, and are seen discliarging, when- 
ever the water is drawn off for tlie purpose of 
deepening die ponds, or removing the mud. In 
the course of time, it is probable tliat most of 
the smaller ponds will be filled up, and tlie 
larger ones contracted, by raising, and symmetri* 
cally repairing their banks with edgings of stone. 
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In this way t)io small pond, in Consecration Dell, 
was rcpairud in 18o4, an J Forest Pond in 18o9. 
Tlie west end of Garden Pond was filled up with 
gravel to tlie height of six and a lialf feet abovo 
tlie wafer in 18i)5 -> 6, for the sum, by contract, 
of 9850. The land thus created has been laid 
out in lots, and a part of these are already sold. 

A deep and abrupt hollow, contiguous to the 
west side of the Chapel, though desirable in 
situation, had been unsaleable, on account of tlio 
diameter of the surface. The Trustees voted, 
August 4th, 18i)G, to cause this hollow to bo 
filled with gravel taken from the bank east of 
tlio gate. The land thus made has since been 
sold at advanced prices, — a part of it for $2 
per foot. 

A house for the Superintendent had been 
voted to bo made, originally, by repairing an 
old building, which was found standing within 
the premises when tlio land was purchased. 
Afterwards, Oct IStli, 1832, a Committee was 
appointed to erect a cottage for the Superin- 
tendent, at an expense not exceeding #2000. A 
fmall houso and bam were erected, which weto 
used bjr tho Superintendent for moro than twenty 
yean. At a mooting of the Trusteeti Oct 1st, 
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1855, it was voted, tliat the Cominitteo on 
Grouiicb be authorized to remove this houno and 
the adjacent buildings from the Cemetery, if 
tliey shall think it exi>edient. The removal was 
accordingly made. A new liouse for the Super* 
intendent was built on the side of the road 
ojiiHinite the gate, on a lot of land purclmsed 
by the Trustees a few years U'fore, from Air. 
Rufus Howe, Su|)erintendent« The gravel was 
first removed from the surface of this land, and 
used, in ))art, in filling up the west end of 
Garden Pond. This house, with the outhouses 
and apiKndagcs, cost in all about ^000. 

For many years after Uie establishment of the 
Cemetery, the ofRco of Gate-keeper was dis* 
charged by a laboring man. In 1854, a new 
office was created of SuiKsrintcndent^s Clerk, — 
which office, since that year, has been held by 
the same person who officiates as Gaterkeeiier. 

In 1857, a new By-Law was introduced, pro- 
viding for the appointment of a Gardener, wlio 
shall bo charged with the care and rc|)airing 
of lots for those proprietors who may desii^ 
that ser>'ico ; and who shall keep for sale shrubs, 
trees, and flowers, at the Cemetery. Mr. An- 
thony Apple having been appointed to that office, 
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a Icaao was executed to liim of the land west of 
the Superintendent's house, on which he has 
proceeded to erect a green-house, and cultivate a 
garden. 
^ ' ^Tlie Trustees have, at different times, intro- 
duced ornamental trees, and flowering shrubs, 
into various parts of the grounds. Tlie last 
importation consisted of four or five hundred 
lUiododendrons, in the spring of 18o9, of which 
nearly tlie whole appear flourishing, and in 
vigorous condition. A great variety of shrubs 
and flowers, native and exotic, are cultivated by 
proprietors themselves about tlieir respective lots. 



rrONB FARM. 

It has long been thought desirable that the 
Corporation should possess the estate calleil, on 
the map, ** The Stone Farm,** containing about 
sixteen acres, occupying the whole space between 
the southern boundary of Mount Auburn and the 
southerly part of Coolidge Avenue. Thb lot, also, 
surrounded and cut off from tlie CSemetery a gore 
of two or three acres, already owned by the Cor- 
poration, and which could only be made available 
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when the intervening land should bo procured. 
A negotiation was undertaken by Mr. Little, ono 
of the Doard of Trustees ; and, at a lUi^eting 
April 3d, 1854, a letter was read from Mr. J. B. 
Dana, of Cambridge, addi*es8ed to Mr. Little, as 
one of tho Trustees, oflToring to sell this estate 
to the Corporation, on conditions therein named. 
After due eonsideration, it was unain'nioiisly 
voted, **That it is ex[HHlient for this Coqiora- 
tion to purchase the Stone Estate, now owned 
and offered to this Board by J. D. Dana, Esq., 
and adjoining Mount Auburn, on the southerly 
side, containing about sixteen acres, more or less, 
wiUi tho buildings thereon ; and tliat tlie Presi* 
dent, with Messrs. Little and Bangs, bo a 
Committee, with full power, to cany this vote 
into effect." 

At tho following meeting, April 22d, the 

purchase was reported as being comi>leted, for 

the sum of 924,120, on the following vulua* 

tion ; — 

16 acres, at $1250, . . . $20,000 

1 rood, 18tV rods, . • . 420 

Buildings, per agreement, • • 8,700 

$24,120 
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TIio sumo Committco liad been likcwiso antlior* 
180(1, if tlicy should thiok it expedient, to negotiate 
for certain lands on tho westerly side of Mount 
Auburn. On examination, however, they did not 
findr such inircliaso to be exiiedient or dednible. 

At a meeting of tho Trustees, March 1, 1858, 
it was voted — ** Tliat the Committee on Grounds 
be instructed to expend SflOOO per annum, in 
grading, and improving tlio unsold parts of tlie 
'< land within tho Cemetery, and tliat tho earth 

removed by tliis process bo applied towards 
filling up tlio superfluous ponds and hollows in 
tho grounds.** Tliis provision, if kept up for a 
few years, will gradually and imperceptibly efToct 
the desired changes, without subjecting tho Cor* 
poration to any sudden or inconvenient expendi* 
ture. 

Jnljf Qth^ 1858. A communication having been 
received from Mr. Lawrence, Treasurer of Har- 
vard College, in regard to some encroachments 
in tlie boundary line between the land of tho 
two Corporations, Mr. Gould was made a Com- 
I nuttce, with full power, to settlo tlie same. A 

< report of a satisfiurtory ^cDustment, by a little 

variation of the boundary, was reportod by that 
gentlenian, at a subsequent meeting. 
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May Ath^ 1859. In consoqucnco of tho de- 
cease of Mr. Bangs, one of the Board of Trustees, 
Mr. Curtb presented the following Resolutions, 
which wore unanimously adopted: — 

** Whereas, By the decease of the late Isaiah 
Bangs, Esq., the Proprietors of the Cemetery 
of Alount Auburn have been deprived of the 
services of a faithful officer, who, during five 
years, devoted himself to tlieir uiterests with a 
Ecal and fidelity rarely equalled. 

And whereas the Board of Trustees have lost 
a companion, whose good temper, amenity, and 
candor were conspicuous in all his relations with 
them, — 

It is voted, that the Board of Trustees desire 
to express the sense they entertain of the lost 
wliich they and tho Proprietors of Mount Auburn 
have sustained by tlie death of tlieir late friend 
and fellow Trustee. 

Voted, That a copy of the foregoing Preamble 
and Vote be sent by tlie Secretary to the fiunily 
of Mr. Bangs." 

In the summer of 1859, a marble statue of tho 

late Ilosea Ballon, an eminent Minister of tlie 

Universalist Church in Boston, executed by Mr. 

E. A. Brackett, sculptor, of Boston, was erected 

6 
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hy a sulMcription of Iiin pnri^irKmcm and friends 
on the east side of Central Avenue. 

Mr. Gould, one of the Board of Trustees, 
died, Oct 24tli, 1859, having been in office foi- 
twenty-seven years. At the next meeting, Nov. 
7th, the following Resolutions were unanimously 
adopted : — 

**Tlie Tnistees of Mount Auburn Cemetery 
arc deeply impressed by the act of Providence 
which has taken from them one of the oldest, 
most faithful, and most esteemed of their number. 

Tliey hold in grateful remembrance the long 
and friendly intercourse by which ho has co- 
operated with them in the care of a solemn 
public trust, and the fidelity, zeal, and undevinting 
good temper with whidi he has applied himself 

the discharge of this duty. ' 

Tliey recollect^ with unmixed satisfaction, the 
disinterested and honorable character of their 
firiend ; his blameless life ; his warm and generous 
instincts; the unalterable integrity with which 
be obeyed the promptings of a kind heart, 
controlled and guided by a strong judgment 
and conscientious love of right. 

To the family^of the deceased they would con- 
j vcy the expression of tlieir deep-felt sympathy, 
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In aid of tlic Iiiglier convolution which will always 
remain to tlicm in contemplating the example of 
liitf life, and in cherishing lii« un5]K>tted memory.*' 

PKKMANKNT FUND. 

A design has been entertained, and rc)>eatedly 
announced, that, as soon as the large, primary 
works should have been complete<I, the Coqx>ra- 
tion should commence the accumulation of a 
fund, the prosjiective income of which should 
defray the cxjKMises of the Cemeteiy, after the 
revenue from the annual sales of land shall have 
ceased. 

In pnmiotion of this object, at a meeting, April 
7th, 185G, Mr. Curtis made a communication to 
* the effect that ** a plan should be devised whereby 
a fund might be gradually raised, set ai»art, and 
studiously protected, for the purpose of furnishing 
the means of hereafter defraying the ordinary 
expenses of the establishment, and to secure the 
perpetual repair of the ground of the Cemetery.'* 
Whereupon, it was voted, tliat a Committee of 
three bo chosen to consider the expediency of 
adopting such plan, and to re])ort thereon at 
a future meeting. Messrs. Curtis, Little, and 
Nazro, were appointed to constitute this Commit- 
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tco. At a meeting in Januaiy, 1857, a majority 
Report was submitted by the two first named gen- 
tlemen only, and was adopted by tlie Trustees. 

At the meeting in February following, the 
whole subject was re-opened for the purpose of 
making some more eflfectual ]>rovision to ensure 
tlie safety of said fund, and was referred to tho 
same Committee, in the following terms : -» ** To 
consider and report niK>n a plan for securing tho 

\ preservation and continuance of tho fund wliich 

has been ordered to be established, for the per- 
petual care and preservation of the Cemetery 

1 and its appurtenances; and also to report such 

regulations for the investment and use of the 
said fund as they may deem expedient." 

A Report, with tlie Orders accompanying, was 
presented by a majority of the Committee, April 
6th, 1857, and, on tlie same day, was adopted by 
the Board of Trustees, and is as follows : — 

**Tho undersigned, tho majority of the Com* 
mittee appointed to report a plan for ensuring tlie 
preservation and continuance of the accumulating 
fimd, have considered the subject, and ask leave 
to Report: — 

That they find that the estoblishment of the 
said fund is an act generally received with iavor 

\ 
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by tlic proprietors whom tlicy liavc conferred 
with; and they have no doubt that it will be 
"universally approved, when it is known that by 
it the future prosperity of the Cemetery will bo 
securecL With a view to this end, your Com- 
mittee have taken into consideration the means 
of securing the pcriKtual j)rc$crvation of this 
safety fund ; and, after consulting some of the 
most sagacious proprietors, they have come to 
the conclusion to recommend the adoption of an 
order by the Trustees, — that, in all the deeds 
of lots which shall hei*ea(\er be issued, there 
be inserted a covenant, that this fund shall 
bo increased, by yearly additions, and by the 
accumulation of the interest, until it reaches the 
sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars ; 
when the interest, and that alone, may be applied, 
if the wants of the Corporatiou require it, to 
the payment of the exi^enses of the Cemetery. If 
the Trustees in ofBce at that time shall not need 
the income of this fund for expenses, they can, if 
tliey see fit, permit it to accumulate still longer. 

In order to carry this design into effect, it will 
be expedient to amend the proposition adoptgd 
Janiiary 5th, 1857, by providing .tliat, instead 
of placing^ the income at the disposal of the 
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ofiiccrsy at the end of twenty years, it shall not 
be made use of until the accumulated capital shall 
amount to the sum before mentioned, namely, 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

Witli these views, your Committee recommend 
the passage of the following Orders. 

Charles P. Curtis, 
Charles C. Little. 

It is ordered^ hy the Trustees of the Cemetery 
of Mount Auhum, that, in the month of Decem- 
ber of each year, the Treasurer of the Projirietors 
of the Cemetery of Mount Aubuni shall deiK>sit 
with the Massachusetts Hospital Life Insurance 
Company, if they will receive it on as favorable 
conditions as other dei>osits, in trust for the said * 
Proprietors, a si^m equal to one /{fth part of the 
gross proceeds of the lots, and parts of lots, and 
intermediate spaces between lots, which shall have 
been sold sub^qnently to the first day of Decem- 
ber, in the year preceding ; tlie interest of which 
sums shall, annually or oftener, be added to the 
capital, for tlie purpose, and upon tlie principle, 
of accumulation, until the whole of said deposits, 
with tlie accumulated interest, shall amount to 
006 hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

V 
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And, wlicD tho said sum fball liavc amounted 
to tho •um of one hundred and fiAjr tliousand 
dollars, it sliall bo lawful for tho Trustees, if 
they see fit, to withdraw tho Incomo thereof, and 
aiipropriato tlio same to tho care, ]>rcscrvation, 
and keqiing in order of tlio Cenieteiy and its 
appurtenances, to tlio pajnnent of the sabrics, 
and to tlie otlier neceAsaiy ex))en8es of tlio insti- 
tution ; and, by vote o( /oar fpJ%» of tlio Trustees 
for the time being, they may withdraw, from time 
to time, the principal of tlio said fund, and inrcst 
tlie same as hoivinafter is prescribed. 

If, at any time, tlio Trustees slmll deem tlio 
Massachusetts Hospital Life Insurance Company 
to be an uHsa/t jAaee of depoui of tho said fund, 
and shall by a vote of a majority of all the 
members of tlio Board, so declare of record, tlio 
said fund may be withdrawn from tlio custody 
of tho said Insurance Comiiony, as soon as by 
the conditions of tho de|>osit it umy be, and slmll 
tlien be, invested in tlie name of the Proprietors 
of the Cemetery of Mount Auburn, upon tlie 
same trusts, in the public debt of tho United 
States, or in tliat of tlio State of Massachusetts, 
or in the debt^ tho City of Boston, or tho City 
of Charlestown, or the City of Roxbury, or tho 
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City of Cambri<l;:c, or in mortgngcn of real estate 
in Boston : provided tliat no mortgn*?) sliall be 
taken for a sum excelling two tliirdn of the value 
<if the estate as it stands, when taken, on the 
valuation books of the assessors of the city taxes ; 
nor for a period exccetling five years; nor in 
which the interest shall not be payable as often 
as annually; to which shall be added insurance 
against fire by sf>mc coni|>etcnt insurance com- 
pany in Boston, for the amount of the loan, or 
such proportion thereof as the value of the 
buildings on the land shall enable the owner to 
obtain; which insurance sliall be renewed, from 
time to time, at the ex])enso of the mortgagor 
and his assigns, and shall be payable, in case of 
loss, to the Trustees of tlie Cemetery of Mount 
Auburn. 

li i$ ordered^ that in all the deeds which shall 
hereafter be issued, to the purchasers of lots, parts 
of lots, or other parcels of land in tlie Cemetery, 
the following covenant shall be inserted : — 

* And the said Proprietors of the Cemetery of 
Mount Auburn further covenant to and with the 
said -lieira and assigns, that the 

Provisions of an order passed by the Trustees of 
thia Corporation, on the sixth day of April, m 

• ■ .. I 
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tlic year eighteen hundred and fifty-seven (which 
is made part of this covenant, as if herein 
repeated), for the establishment and security of 
a fund for the preservation of the Cemetery and 
its appurtenances, sliall be forever kept, observed, 
and ]>erformed by the said Coq>oratIon/ " 

The permanent fund thus instituted is already 
in a state of prosperous growth, in the third year 
of its accretion, and without inconvenience to the 
Corporation. Its present rate of accumulation is 
about liOOOO per year, and this ratio may bo 
expected regularly to increase with tlie accumula^ 
tion of interest. 
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Tlie remaining History of Mount Auburn 
Ccinctciy will be Icanit from the following cotem* 
pi>nineous reports of the last four years :— 

ANNUAL REPORT OP THE TRXJSTEES OP THE MOUNT 
AUIIURN CEMETERY, READ TO THE PROPRIETORS 
AT THEIR MEETING IN JANUARY, 18oti. 

Previously h 1tM>6, ike Annual Beport^ required by ike Ad ff 
Ineorporaiionf kaJ, in moBi Miff, been made orally by ike 
Prenideni ai ike yearly mteiing of ike Proprieiore, Of laU 
ytart ike inrreamd iniereti maniftiied by ike Proprieiors in 
ike jtffaire of ike Cemtiery^ kae tailed for ike reading and 
eubeeqaenl priniing iff ikie BeporL 

The Trustees of Mount Auburn Cemeter}*' are 
gratified in being able to report that the property 
of the Corporation remains as heretofore, in a 
teeure and satisfactory state. 

A considerable sum has been expended during 
die last year, in repairing, grading, and paving at 
the sides, some of Uie principal avenues. Many of 
the iuperfluotts trees have been removed, and the 
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brandies of others trimmed away, so that the whole 
ground has a more finished and ornamental appear- 
ance than it before poHsesse<L Much ronuins still 
to be done in the judicious and careful prosecution 
of these and similar improvements. 

The westerly portion of Ganleii Pond, near Cen- 
tral Avenue, has justly been considered a blemish 
to Mount Auburn, on account of the stagnant con- 
dition of the water, and the muchliness of the bsmks 
and bottom. A contract has been made for filling 
up this pond with gravel from the neighboring hill,' 
for the sum of $ 8o0. The earth will be niised 
about six and a half fei^t above the present surface 
of the water, by which o]K*ration the Corporation 
will gain more than an acre of valuable land in 
one of the most eligible parts of the Cemetery. 

Some preparatory arrangements have been made 
for the occupation of the Stone Faim purchased last 
year by the Tnistees. The principal avenues have 
been prospectively surveyed and planted with 
young trees at suitable distances. Nearly the whole 
of these trees were in healthy condition at the end 
of the summer. 

The Chapel has been taken down as far as the 
base course, and rebuilt during the past season, in 
a strong and durable manner. The blemished and 
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ifi!iuflicicfit stones iiisertccl by tlic imfuitliriilncfS of 
the contractors, have been replaced with others of 
proper siio and appearance, and the character of 
the building is now in all respects satisfactory as to 
strength, solidity, and durability. No change has 
been made in tlie design except by the introduction 
of some additional ornament outside. TIic interior 
walls not being sufficiently dry, the painting is do- 
fcrred till next season. 

Tlic Statues intended to occupy the interior of 
the Chapel are all in progress, under contracts 
made with artists of high eminence in tlieir profes- 
sion. The statue of Gov. Winthrop is to be exe* 
cuted by Richard Greenough, — that of James Otis 
by Thomas Crawford, — that of John Adams by 
Randolph Rogers, — that of Judge Story is by 
*WiIliam W. Stor}'. The model statuettes* of the 
first and third of these, are already completed, — 
that of the second is promised soon, while the 
fourth statue is already finished and in possession 
of tho Trustees. 

A vote has passed the Trustees for laying out 
quarter lots of seventy-five square feet each, and 
oiTering them for sale at $50 each. This will 
accommodate a certain class of purchasers who 
have occasion for but small space, and at the same 
time wfll enhance the product of the land sold. 

•( • 
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Tho lato Superintendent, Mr. Riifus IIowo, 
Imving resigned his office, tlio Trustees liavo 
elected Mr. Jonathan Mann to fill tho vacancy. 
Tliis election, however, is temporary, and subject 
to future confirmation. 

An application has Ix^en made to the Trustees by 
a large and influential body of the proprietors, in 
favor of building a Conservatory for the benefit of 
those persons who may wi^h to obtain plants or 
flowei*s upon tlio spot. The subject has received 
consideration, and is referred to Uio next Board of 
Trustees. 

It will be seen by tlic Treasurer's Report that 
tlie expenditures of the last year have considerably 
exceeded tliosc of any preceding year. This is iu 
part owing to the payments w*hicli have become 
duo on certain large operations, such as arc not 
likely to recur, and partly to the state of transition 
between the retirement of the former Superintend- 
ent and the introduction of his successor. The 
Trustees entertain the hope that a more economical 
qrstem of labor will be introduced, and that Um 
necessary work on the grounds will be performed 
by a smaller number of luinds than heretofore. 

A great number of outstanding accounts for work 
done by order of individualsi in different lots of the 
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Cemetery, liml remained uncollected by the late 
Superintendent, until tliey were found to amount 

' in Uie aggregate to about $5000. Immediate 
measures have been taken to collect these dues 
as far as poHsible, and about $2500 have already 
been received by the Treasurer. It is hoped 
that a large {lortion of the remainder may yet 
be saved to the Corporation. 

Tlie future security of Mount Auburn will 
depend on the fidelity and economy with which its 
afluim are administered, and with which its pros- 
pective plans are carried out as contemplated by 
its founders. It may be assumed that all the large 
and more exiiensivc operations which have been 
kept in view since the foundation of the establisli- 
ment, arc now either paid or provided for. It only 
remains, by a judicious and careful management of 
expenditures, to keep the Cemetery in suitable 
repair, and at the same time to accumulate a fund 
for its peqxrtual preservation. Both tliesc objects 
can easily bo accomplished by the exercise of a 
common degree of discretion and economy in the , 
management of the receipts and funds. But on 
the other Imnd, they will assuredly bo defeated, if 
Iiereafteri either by reckless expenditures or by 
improper appropriations, tlie steady accretion of 

. a reserved fund should be prevented. ' 
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As nearly as it can now be estimated, the event- 
nat valae of the unsoKl land at Mount Auburn 
may be assumed at about $*>00,000, at present 
prices. The current ex|H?nses of the Cemetery may 
be assumed at $10,000 ]>er annum. On this ap- 
proximate calcuhitiirt), if the M'liole of the nnsohl 
land should be dls|iosed of in ten years, there would 
remain a balance of $200,000, without in(*luding 
interest. Uut on the other hand, if it should take 
thirty years to sell the land, then the whole ]iro- 
ceeds would be a1>sorbeil by the current ex|>enses, 
and not a dollar from these receipts would be led 
for the future support of the establishment. 

It must be obvious to the proprietors, as it has 
been to the Trustees, that the only safety ag:iinst 
the ultimate imjiovcrishment and deiMiy of the 
Cemeter}*^ must consist in a rigid determination on 
the part of future Boanls who may be entrusted 
with the management of this property, to reserve 
annually, such a sum from the receipts of tlie 
current year, whether those receipts be larger 
or smaller, as shall insure the steady increase of 
the permanent fund, and the eventual rqilization 
of sufficient invested property to keep the Ceme- 
tery in perpetual repair after the sale of the land 
sliall have been completed. 



"PiP 



u ; 

Ij 96 nisTOKY OP 

'J ' . . 

Ml It IS in tlie power of every proprietor to promote 

I'l tlio interest and increase the income of the Corjio- 

1 1 • ration, in the following ways : — 

1. By employing none but the workmen bclong- 

' , [ ing to the place, for the execution of labor and the 

; repairing of lots. A circular on this subject has 

; ' already been addressed to the proprietors. 

; 2. By introducing new proprietors or otherwise 

promoting the sale of lots. If each proprietor 
should introduce a new proprietor, the establish- 
ment would at once be placed on a footing of entire 
independence. 

Mount Auburn, in most respects, takes prece- 
dence of other cemeteries which have been founded 
in imitation of it The peculiar character of its 
natural features had attracted attention long before 
its purchase, and Uie surrounding landscape now 
seen from tlie top of its highest edifice, is unsur- 
passed in natural and cultivated beauty. It ex- 
ceeds all simihir establishments in this country in 
t X the sixe and durability of its larger constructions, 

-and is about to lead, instead of following tliem, in 
the interest of its historic and monumental sculp- 
tures. As it is not probable that the present 
boundaries can ever be much enlarged, and as the 
loli are being steadily taken vp at increasing 
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prices, 80 that tlic map of the ground already ap- 
pears covered with thcm« wo may anticipate tliat 
the time is not very remote, when the value of 
tliese lots will bo Lest known by tlio difficulty of 
obtaining tliem. 

By order of tlie Trustees. 

Jacob Bigelow, President. 



ANNUAL RErOUT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE MOUNT 
AUBURN CEMETERY, JANUARY, 18o7. 

The Ccmcter}' of Mount Auburn continues in 
a safe and in)pn>ving condition, not less than it 
has done in all the previous years of its history. 
During the {uist season, some new works of 
small magnitude have been undertaken, and 
some large ones previously begun have been 
carried to completion. 

The upper end of Garden Pond (a pool of stag- 
nant muddy water) has been filled up to the height 
of about six feet above its former surface, with 
gravel taken from tlie hill near tlio gate. A large* 
7 
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Stone drain is laid throagli the centre, over which, 
fur economy of space, an avenue will be laid out. 
The greater portion of the hill luis been levelled. 
Garden Avenue Ims been moved nearer to the 
fence. A .part of tlie trees on its bonier have been 
transplanted to tlie soutli side, and the whole re- 
arranged with reference to their good ap|K*arance 
and room for future growth. A hollow near Alder 
Path, and one soutli-westerly of the Cliaiiel, have 
also been filled up. l)y these measures collec- 
tively, about two acres of valuable land in the most 
eligible parts of the Cemetery have been redeemed, 
at an exjiense many times less tlian their present 
value. 

The old liouso occupied by the Superintendent, 
together with its outhouses, have been removed, 
and a new liouse for the Superintendent has been 
built on hind owned by the Cori)oration, outside 
and easterly of the gate. Tliis building (designed 
by Mr. II. \V. Hartwell) lias been constructed in 
a substantial and durable manner, at an exiK*nsc of 
about four thousand dollars.^ 
The area in firont of tho Chapel has been en* 

• A ttaMs, flNMet, Mil other spportensMSt were afterwanl 
•iMeil, iaeMeiBf Uie eoel Aboal f lOOO. The itable wm buiU 
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largcd, by tlic purcliasw and removal of several 
lots wliirli were formerly sitaatccl on the same 
space. It is justly consulcml important to the good 
ap|>earanco of tlie principal ctlificcs, such as the 
Tower, the CliapoK and the Gate, that no inferior 
structures should be placed so near them, as to 
interfere with, or impair their isolated eflfect. 

The Chapel has been completed in a satisfactory 
manner, both as to apiK*arance and durability. 
Two of the pedestals and one of the statues, des- 
tined for the interior, are already in their ]ilaceH. 
The three remaining statues are understood to 
bo in a state of forwardness, and may bo expected 
to arrive hero in from one ta two years. 

Due attention has been paid to repairing and 
improving the avenues and |iatlis, and to extend- 
ing the pavement of gutters where it was thought 
necessary. Some expense has been incunvd in 
repairing the damage done by the heavy rains of 
the last summiT. 

The thinning out and trimming of trees has been 
in gradual progress, under the superintendence of 
Mr. Mann, the present able and active Superin- 
tendent, with whose economy and skill as a land- 
scape gardener, tlie Trustees luive great reason to 
be satisfied* 
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Tlio natncfl of some of tho persons interred in the 
puUIic lots, having been lost through the inatten- 
tion of th<jr rckitives and friends, measures have 

; . been taken, as far as possible, to identify these per- 

sons, and, in future, to remedy sucli neglect, by 

li affixing to each grave a number on stone, with a 

corresponding number of reference on the Superin- 
tendent's books. 

An important vote Ims passed the Trustees, pro- 
viding that Uic land left vacant as intermediate 
space between lots, and not exceeding ten feet in 
width between any two lots, may be sold to the 
nearest lot holder or holders, at one third of the 
selling price per foot, at the time of such sale, with 
tho condition that tlie said land shall forever be 
kept open, and without interments. The advan- 
tage of Uiis arrangement consists not only in the 
probable increase of the funds of the Corporation 
from tlie expected sales, but also in the opportunity 
afforded to lot owners who may wish to avail them- 
selves of it, to protect their lots, at a small expense, 
against the eventual occupation of tliese spaces for 
small lots or single interments— -a thing which tlio 
experience of older cemeteries has shown to be very 
likely to happen. 

The comparative smallness bf tliis year*s balance 
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or Stocks, cash, and debts receivable, remaining iii 
the Treasurer's hands, is not an index of the true 
pecuniary position of Mount Auburn. It will be 
seen tliat the purchase of the Stone Farm, the mak- 
ing of land within the Cemetciy, and the erection of 
the Superintendent's house, are not expenditures 
but investments — a conversion of more precarious 
stocks into real pro|)erty at the Cemetery, much 
more certain hereafter to yield an abundant return, 
than any of the funds which luivc been converted 
for their purcliase It may be safely assumed, that 
the financial position of Mount Auburn was never 
so strong, nor its preservation and embellishments 
so satisfactory to its proprietors, nor so attractive 
to purchasers, as they will be found to be at Uie 
expiration of the coming year. 

In conformity with tlie intention which has been 
repeatedly announced, the Trustees have this year 
voted to commence tlie accumulation of a perma- 
nent fund for the future preservation of the Cemo- 
ter}% after all the land shall liave been sold. A re- 
port of a Committee has been adopted providing for 
the deposit annually, under certain circumstances, 
of one fifth part of the gross proceeds of the sales 
of lots, with the Massachusetts Hospital Life In- 
surance Company, to accumulate at compound in- 
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tcrcst for the tcnn of twenty years. SliouM the 
reccipti and nccessar}* cxiienditures continue ahout 
> tlio same as they now arc, and should tlie same 

I conservative policy which has hitherto governed 

tlie Trustees continue to he ohscrved hy them, 
} there is no duuht that an ample permanent fund 

I will Imve been accumulated for the perpetual care 

I and preservation of the Cemetery, after all the 

land shall have been disposed of. 

A new Catalogue has been onlered to be printed 
for the use of the Proprietors, which is enlarged 
and corrected up to the present time. 

A code of Uy-Laws, not before published, has 
now been added, consisting of extracts from the 
recorded standing votes of tlie Trustees, amended 
and considerably enhirged. 
Respectfully submitted. 

In behalf of the Trustees. 

Jacob Bioblow, Prtiident. 



1 Digitized by Google. 



MOUNT AVUURN CEMKTKRY. 108 

ANNUAL REPORT OF TIIK TRII8TEEJI OF Till 
MOUNT AUBURN CBMKTERY, JANUARY, 1858. 

Since tlio last Annual Meeting; a now and 
complete Catalogue of the Proprietors of Mount 
Auburn Cemetery lias beim puMislied, having 
been corrcctecl from fonner editions with much 
labor and care on the jwrt of the Secretary, 
To this Catalogue has been prefixed a code of 
By-Laws, compiled and digested from the standing 
votes of the Trustees, with such amendments as 
were considered necessar}'. 

Since the adoption of this code, it has been 
found that the duties tlierein rei|uired of the 
Su]>erintendent were too onerous and diversified 
to bo projierly performed by one individual. A 
new ofllice has tlierefore been created, and a new 
By-Law introduced, providing for the appoint- 
ment, and prescribing the duties and powers of 
a Gardener to the Cemetery. The person so 
appointed is to take charge of, and keep in repair, 
the lots of such proprietors as may apply to him 
for that service, and on such terms as may bo 
agreed on between the parties ; ho is also to keep 
for sale, at some convenient place designated by 
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tlio Trustees, shrubs, trees, and flowers, and bo 
ready to furnish, plant, or eultivato the same at 

^ his own exi^nsc, and at such price and remunera- 

tion as may be agreed on with the purclmsers. 
Tliis plan, wliich costs nothing to the Corporation, 

^ has been found to work well in otiier cemeteries 

where it has been trie<I. 

The Trustees have appointed to tliis office Mr. 

I Anthony Apple, an exjierienccd gardener, and 

:•: have leased to him a piece of ground nearly 

opposite the Gate, on which he Ims erected a 
conservatory and commenced a garden. Tlio 
destruction of his flr^t green-house, by fire, and 
the consequent exi>ense of rebuihling it, entitles 
him to the charitable consideration of those who 
may be likely to nec<l his services. 

The experiment made last year of transplanting 
tome doaens of large trees in the neighborhood 
of the Gate, has proved eminently successful, not 
one of them having been lust or injured by the 
qieration. A somewhat similar alteration is now 
iu pro^^ress on the westerly side of the Gate. 

By the liberality of one of the proprietors, the 
sum of one thousand dollars luw been expended 
in grading, stoning, and otherwise improving the 
border of Meadow PoUd. Ah open space*of two 
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Uiousand square feet, inclaHin;; tlio fountain at 
tlic head of the pond, is to be forever kept o|)en 
for ornamental puqnises. ^ It is ho|>ed that other 
proprietors may bo induced to follow so praiso- 
wortliy an example* The Trustees havo voted 
to appropriate to a similar repair of Forest Pond, 
all sums which may be derived from Uie salo of 
intermediato spaces between lots bordering on 
this pond* Some of the abuttors have already 
subscribed to this object, and it is believed that 
others will bo disposed to promote an object bene* 
ficial to themselves and to tho Cor|>oration. 

The statues expected from Italy, and intended 
to decorate tho interior of the Chn|K!l, have not 
yet arrived* That of Govenior Winthrop, by 
Mr. Greenough, is announced as completed in 
Florence, and may be expecte<l here in the Spring 
or sooner* Mr* Crawford's statue of James Otis 
has been unliappily delayed by the death of that 
distinguished and lam«Mited artist. Letters from 
his representatives, however, express the belief 
that it is already completed in Rome, and will 
bo forwarded in the course of the Spring. Tho 
fourth statuo, that of John Adams, was shipped 
from Leghorn about the first of September, in 
tho Oxford^ a vessel reported as deserted at sea. 
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and probably IokU Tlic amoiuit which would 
have been due on the delivery of this statue, 
was insured by the sciil|itor, Mr. Rogers, who is 
confident of being able to execute a duplicate 
from the model in the course of anotlier year. 
When these works are completed, and in their 
places, the Cor]H>ration will have acquired a 
valuable and most appro]iritite embellishment, 
giving them prccetlence over all other cemeteries 
in this cotmtry, at an ex|)ense not exceeding 
tliree per cent, of the estimated gross outlay of 
Mount Auburn, or six jier cent, of the expendi- 
tures up to the present time. 

Among the auspicious events of the laAt year 
is the commencement of a pcnnanent fund, pro- 
vided for the supiK>rt and preservation of the 
Cemeter}', after the receipts from land sales shall 
have ceased. A first instalment of three thousand 
five hundred and ten dollars has been paid by 
tlie Treasurer to the Massachusetts Hospital Life 
Insurance Com|iany, in pursuance of a vote of 
the Trustees, by which it is required tliat one 
fifth part of the gross proceeds of sales of land 
shall be annually deposited with said company, 
until the whole sum tlios deposited, together 
with its accumulations of interest, sEall amount 



, Digitized byVjOOQlC 



MOUNT AUnURK CBMKTKUT. 107 

to ono liundixHl and Rdy tliotiwind d«Jlani. Tlio 
fiirtlicr to innwre tlio Ktaliility of tliia invontment, 
the Trufttees Iiavo caused to be iniierted in every 
new deed of conveyance a covenant binding the 
Coqioration to the prctfervHtion and increaM of 
tliitf pennanent fund, so that no future lUmrd of 
Tnistees will have tlie power to misapply or to 
divert any part of it from its legitimate destina- 
tion. 

Uy the Treasurer*s Ile|K>rt it will be seen that 
tlio receipts of tlio last year liave considerably 
excce<led those of the jirevious year, while tlio 
cxjienditurcs have been less; showing tliat tlio 
Trustees liavo tlius far been ablo to keep up 
tlie same prudent policy wliich has borotoforo* 
governed tlicir movements. 

For tho Trustees. 

Jacob Bioeix>w; PremknL 
BofTOK, Fcbmsfy Itt, 1858. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF TUB TRUSTEES OF TlIK MOUNT 
AUBURN CEMETERY, JANUARY, 1859. 

In 1831 tlic MnssachaM^tts Horticultural Society 
purchased the tract of land since inclosed and 
known as the Cemetery of Mount Auburn. The 
principal part of this land was first conditionally 
engaged for a Cemetery by the Corresponding 
Secretary of the Society, and tlie purchase was not 
completed until one hundred individual subscribers 
for burial lots liad been obtained from the commu- 
nity at large, and thus a sufficient sum insured to 
eompensate the Society for its outlay. 
•. It was at first intended to di\*ide the land pur- ^^ 
chased into two parts — the one to bo occupied as 
a cemetery, and the other as an experimental ^r- 
den for horticultural purposes. But in a few 
years it became apparent that the proposed garden 
was not likely to be wanted, and in 1835, under 
an Act of the Legislature, the Horticultural 
Society conveyed the whole land known as Mount . 
Auburn to a new Corporation, entitled ** The 
Proprietors of the Cemetery of Mount Auburn.** 
By the terms of this conveyance, the new Corpo- 
ration was to pay annually A> the Horticultural 
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S of the proccc(L» of tlic sales 

ol fourteen liundrcd dollars, 

fd nded for the defrayment of 

ai this way things remained 

tt 

;he Proprietors of Mount 
/ ry times, made additional 

p :hc nei;jli1iorhood of their 

C !«t of wliich is that of tlie 

e tone Farm/* on the south* 

61 uni ; and various questions 

have arisen, both lx.*forc and since that purcliase, 
as to the right of the Horticultural Society to par- 
ticipate in the results of such purchases ; also to 
• the claim of that Society for a part of the proceeds < 
of interments made in ** public lots/* the fee of 
which is still in the Corporation of Mot^nt Auburn ; 
also in regard to the exi)ense of filling up and 
grading ponds and useless pieces of land so as 
to render them available for cemetery purposes ; 
and also in regard to various other unsettled 
matters. 

With a view to the final adjustment of these and 
'any otlier questions which might remain, the Trus- 
tees of Mount Auburn Ceuietery, during the last 
year, appointed a Committee of Conference, to meet 
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a similar Committoc to bo appointed on tlio part of 
, tlic Horticultural Society, and to report terms of 

agreement which might bo satinfactoiy to both 
i parties* The Committee of the Proprietors of 

I Mount AulNim, consisting of Messrs. Bigelow, 

^ Gouhl and Cheever, were met by a Committee of 

tlio Horticultural Society, consisting of Messrs. 
\ , Stickncy, Wilder^ Hand, Walker, Austin, and 

[ ; Hovey, and a rei^ort was agreed on, which was 

I afti^rwank unanimously accepted by both parties 

j , in interest, and by them carried intoeifect. An 

Indenture of two parts lias been duly executed by 
Uio two Corporations, under which tlio parties 
covenant ami agree with each other in the manner 
following : — 



I 



** FirsL Tliat the said Cemeter}* as now exist- 
ing, and situated south of the street called Mount 
^Auburn Street, in Cambridge, together with the 
lands already purclmsed as an enlargement thereof, 
and all additions which sliall hereafter be made to 
tlie same, shall be held by tlio said Proprietors, 
and the entire control, management, and direction* 
\l of the same, and of all works and improvements 

therein, and expenditures tliereon, simll bo and 
remain in the said Propriotifm and their oflkers» 
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in OS full and complete a manner as tlic same are 
now vested in and entrustetl to tliem by Act of 
Lcgulature incoq>orating tlie mid Proprietors 
passed on the thirty-first chiy of Marcli, A. D. 
eighteen hundred and thirty-five. 

SccoHtL The yearly proceeds of all sales of 
lands in the said Cemetery as it now exists, or may 
hereafler be enlarged, together with all amounts 
received for single intemientn in any public lots or 
receiving tombs, afler the deduction of fourteen 
hundred dollars therefrom to be retained by the 
said Proprietors for the purposes stated in said 
Act, sliall, on tlie first Monday in every year, bo 
divided between tlic said Proprietors and the said 
Horticultural Society, according to the terms of 
the said Act, in following proportions, vix : three 
fourths to tlie said Proprietors, and one fourth to 
the said Society ; and the said Pn»prietor8 shall, 
at such time, render to the said Society a just and 
true account of all sales made, and of all moneys 
received by them for such lands and interments 
during the preceding year, and shall furnish all 
such vouchers and evidence in regard to the same 
as tlio said Society may reasonably require. 

Third. The sum of nine thousand eight and 
•/JV dollars, which on the first day of January next 
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will be duo mnd owing from tho taid Ilorticultand 
Sodctjr to tho taid Propricton, shall be paid in 
manner following, ria.: The taid Proprietors 
shall have the right to retain out of the amount 
which under tlie provisions of tlie preceding Ar- 
i^ tacle, will ycarljr, and in each jxar, be due and 

payable to tlio said Society, one full* lialf part 
tliercof of tlie amount so payable, which jNUt so 
retained sliall be applied — first, to tlie payment 
of tlie yearly interest on tlie said sum, or on such 
part as sliall remain unpaid, and tlie residue to tlie 
reduction and final extinguishment of tlie said 
debt, until tlie same shall be fully paid and dis* 
charged ; provided, however, that the said Society 
sliall have the right to pay the whole, or any part 
of tlie said sum at any time. 

Fourth. Tlie said Society hereby covenjmts 
with tho said Proprietors, that whenever tlio said 
Proprietors shall enclose the lands already pui^ 
diased in a manner corresponding with the present 
Cemetery, or otherwise, as they shall see fit, they 
will pay to the said Proprietors one fourth part of 
the cost thereof; and in like manner, in case of' 
any future additions to and eiilurgeiiients of the 
Cemetery, they will pay to the said Proprietors 
one fourth part of the cost pf enclosing the same, 
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lure sliall bo complctetl — 
such enclosure to be at tlie 
Proprietors, 

lands, otherwise unsaleable, 

of burial, shall bo filled up 

t of such filling up and im 

e deducted from the proceeds 

; and the residue onljr shall 

accounted for by the said 

3 divided between the two 

inner specified in the Second 

re ; provided, however, that 

the amount of such residue shall never be less than 

fifty cents per square foot — except that interme* 

^'^ spaces between lots, when not intended for 

il, mav bo sold for sixteen and two thirds cents 

qimre foot. 

2;fA. In case the said Proprietors shall hero- 
build Receiving Tombs, Catacombs, or Colum- 
, in the said Cemetery, the said Horticultural 
(ty shall pay one fourth part of the cost ' 
of; and shall be entitled to one fourtli part 
I amounts received for interments tliereio. 
ventA. The said Horticultural Society liere« 
by release the said Proprietors firom all claims 
and demands for or on accoont of any and all 
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moficjrs received, or wliicli shall be received, by 
the said Proi»rictors for sin^j^Io iiitennents in tho 
said Ccmcteiy prior to tlic first of January next. 

Eiffhth. It is understood and agreed that tlie 
said Horticultural Society Imvo no interest in tlic 
^ lands situated on tho nortliorly side of Mount 

I Auburn Street, on which tho Gardener*s House 

now stands, and tlio said Society hereby expressly 
dischiims all right and title and interest therein.** 

It will be seen by tho foregoing extracts that tlio 
Horticultural Society jmy to the Proprietors of tho 
Cemetery tho sum of 9008 dollars 49 cents, this 
being tho balance which would be duo on the esti- 
mated cost, interest and present value of ono fourth 
part of tho lands newly purchased, after deducting 

1' the necessary off-sets. And tho Society farther 

i agrees to pay ono fourth part of the expense of on 

[' iron fence, &c., round tlie newly acquired land 

2f whenever tlie same slmll be erected* On the other 

i hand, tho Proprietors of Mount Auburn agree to 

pboe the new lands on the same footing as tlio old 
\ Cemetery, and to pay to the Horticultural Socie^ * 

( one fourth part of the proceeds of all sales of these 

;; lands after the usual deduction has been made. 

)\ The other unsettled quest^ns have been adjusted 
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ipromUo and mutual concession, 
to be equitable, and entirel/ 
h parties. 

Annual Meeting, two of the 
JestiniHl for the interior of the 
ived from Italy, and are now on 
lieso are the statues of Governor 
. S. Oreenough, and of James 
rd. The fourth statue, tliat of 
ing been lost at sea, a duplicate 
iken by the artist, Mr. Rogers, 
> arrive in the course of the com- 
c execution, and acquisition of 
works of art, are alike creditable 
I, and to the eminent sculptors bj 
been formed. 

md edging with stone, of Auburn 
^Icadow Pond) has been com- 
renue made round its lower half, 
die of the lake by a handsome 
for carriages. A corrcsjionding 
stoning up the border of Forest 
temptation for the next season, 
i grading avenues and moving 
gate have been made, and others 
together with the extension of 
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sundry drainsi and the completion of new paths in 
different parts of the ground. The Trustees have 
Yoted to expend one tliousond dolhurs annually in 
tlie gradual filling, rechiiming, and improving of 
sunken lands, which liavo a prospective value. 

The tract of unoccupied ground in the front of 
the Cemetery, between Garden Pond and tlie road, 
constituting one of tlie most desirable parts of 
Mount Auburn, is in process of being survcytnl, 
and tlie lots will bo offered for sale early in tlie 
Spring. 

The Trustees have voted that lots for tombs on 
tlie hill-sides, in such places as tlie Committee on 
Lots sliall approve, may be sold at fifty cents per 
square foot, on tlio purcliasers binding themselves 
to erect no tomb or repository which shall not be 
made air-tight, to the satisfiiction of the Committee 
on Lots. 

* By the Treasurer's Report it will be seen that 
the financial affairs of the Corporation are in a 
safe and prosperous condition. The sales of land 
dnring the last year have amounted to $24,434.65, 
exceeding those of the previous year by 68886. ' 
The Permanent Fund for the future preservation 
of the Cemeteiy, which was auspiciously com- 
menced lost year, has been ihis year increased by 
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the present total amount of that 

Besides wliicii tlio Corporation 

firgo reserve beyond their liabili- 

adequato to meet all anticipated 

r tlie Trustees, 

Jacob Bigelow, PrmJ/enL 



lOXART 8CGGESTI0XS. 

CO of nearly thirty years which 
inec the foundation of Mount 
Auburn, has furnished useful instruction in regard 
to tlio management and safe presci*vation of this 
public trust in time to come. Its record may 
also yield profitable information for other estab- 
li«$hments which may liercafter be founded on its 
example. Considered in regard to its succtess, 
and die rapid growth whicli has followed its 
original movementi Mount Auburn has surpassed 
the expectations of the most sanguine of its 
promoters. Yet it is easy to perceive, at this 
period, that if its progress and extent could have 
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been fully foreseen, rarioua arrangements, bolli of 
convenienee and eeonomy, could havo been more 
perfect!/ carried out, and, doubtless, some errors 
avoided in its management. 

The Committee, who were originally charged 
^* with the duty of laying out the grounds, made 

I . their paths and avenues with reference to the 

grade of tlie surface and facih'ty of access to all 
\\ parts of the Cemetery. The lots, also, were 

i| ; placed for the most imrt on level spots, and 

irequently where the purchasers chose to have 
them, without reganl to tho economy of the land, 
or to the siaoo and shape of the intermediate 
spaces. Tlic exiierience of late years has induced 
the Trustees to make both the paths and lots 
more parallel to each other, and with as little 
sjmco between them as is consistent with their 
good appearance. An adherence to this plan 
'hereafter, by preventing waste, will render tho 
unsold land more productive, without in any way 
injuring the general appearance of tlie place. 
Proprietors, however, who may desire to control, 



i 



I more land, for nso or ornament, can always do 



\\ 



9o by purcliasing it At present, a space of 



Jl , ' six feet in front is allowed to every purchaser, 

iJ I ; between his lot and the stvenue or path. And 
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'c carefully ftvoiilcd infrinpng 
tc space existing between lots, 
is unnecessarily large. But it 
ifter, that, when all the lots in 
c sold, some future Board of 
importuned or tempted to sell 
sjiaces, as has hapiiened in old 
o|>e and elsewhere. Tlio only 
i^inst all such encroachment 
»i*s to protect themselves, if they 
lasing the immediate space or 
them, at its present reduced 
ce, as seen in the By-Ijaws. 
ion of trees has already become 
in Mount Auburn a serious evil. The original 
wood has apparently more than doubled its 
boughs and foliage since the beginning of tlie 
Cemetery. The ground, as seen from tlio top 
of the tower, now looks like a dense, impenetrable 
forest, in which most of the monuments are 
concealed from view by the contiguous branches. 
Where young firs and other evergreens are 
planted, the level pros|>ect is also wholly inter- 
cepted, and the visitor, in many eases, cannot 
see many rods in advance of bis eyes. The 
Trustees have endeavored in [lart to abate this 
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evil by thinning out the wood, pruning brandies, 
and cutting away useless trees; and this work 
is still in gradual progress. But over the trees 
belonging to individual proprietors, or growing 
on lots, tliey have no control, except in obedience 
to tlio laws and the wishes of the owners. If 
application is made to the Superintendent, trees 
dui always bo removed without expense to tlie 
proprietors. 

The custom of continually planting new trees 
rapidly increases the evil, as will become ap|iarent 
when the young trees, now set out, shall have 
attained the age of ten or of fifty years. When 
trees stand too thickly together, as they do in 
natural woods, the under branches die for want 
of sunshine, and are eventually converted into 
dead limbs or unseemly knots. And, in like 
manner, the interlocking branches of contiguous 
trees reciprocally destroy each other, so that 
when one of a pair is cut down<a hemispherical 
or half tree remains of tlio other. Trees planted 
with reference to their free growth and ultimate 
good appearance, should not stand nearer tlian 
thir^ feet, or about two rods apart, -~ as is seen 
in the elms and other trees of Boston Mall and 
CSommon. Pines, firs, and evei*green trees, except 
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when planted in clumps for ornament, where land 
is abundant, require still greater distance. When 
immediate effect is required, young trees may bo 
planted one rod from each other, and, at a subse* 
sequent period, the alternate ones may be removed 
as soon as they luivo acquired a height of twenty 
feet. 

The perfection of Mount Auburn, as far as its 
natural features arc concerned, would bo attained 
by diminishing tlio trees to less than one half of 
their present number, — leaving broad vistas and 
open spaces, tlirough which the works of art 
could bo seen ; and the light of tlie sun might 
bo admitted to the grass and culUvated flowers, 
to the health of which it is indispensable. Rows 
of trees are wanted only on the princi|ial avenues, 
while, in other places, flowers and low flowering* 
shrubs, varied acconling to the requirements of 
individual taste, with a few trees left only in 
unobjectionable places, would greatly improve tlio 
picturesque effect of tho Cemetery. To purchasers 
who look fomv-ard to the prospective beauty of 
appearance, the open grounds now existing on 
the north and south extremes of tlie Cemetery 
are more eligible, from tlieir capacity of improve- 
ment, than the dense and central parts now 



I ' 
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occnpicd by the wood. On such grounds a very 
few trees are all tliat can Ue wanted; and the 
experience of the last three years has shown 
tliat trees twenty and thirty feet high may be 
transplanted at small expense, and with perfect 
safety; and such trees may always be had of the 
Superintendent. Hut, where trees are already 
growing on tlie avenues, a correct taste, and a 
regard to die future, will probably induce proprie- 
tors to introduce only low shrubs and herbaceous 
plants, and even these with a judicious frugality. 
As far as good appearance is concerned, tlie 
borders of a common lot may contain roses, 
laurels, and rhodoilendrons, in moderate num- 
bers, whereas one elm tree is often sufficient 
for an acre. The pyramidal fir trees which now 
' in some places are cumbersome, from their thick- 
ness, should at least have their lower branches 
trimmed away above the height of the spectator's 
eye. Many of them ought to be wholly removed. 
Common gravel is an article of indi;$pen8able 
use in an establishment like Mount Auburn. 
Great quantities are required for the nmking, of 
roads, the grading of lots, and the filling of 
hollows and ponds. The Trustees, not foreseeing 
tlie extraordinary growth and rapid occupation of 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



MOUXr AfTBITRX CEMETBRT. 123 



the land in the Cemetery, hare unfortunately sold I 

to applicants, from time to time, the best Iiills 

and grarclljr knolls within tlie cmclosure* The ! 

necessity, therefore, becomes more imperatire, 

that spots containing tlie remaining sources of 

supply should not be sold until the gravelly 

eminences liave been first removed for use. t 

Mount Auburn has been increased at various j 

times until it now covers a space nearly dirce ^ 

times as large as Boston Common. This is quite 
as much as one Superintendent can properly take I 

care of. For the convenient administration of 
the place hdreafler, it may be hoped that future 
Boards of Trustees will resist the occasional 
temptation to annex indefinitely such pieces of i 

adjacent land as may be offered to tliem* When- 
ever the Cemetery shall be filled, and its per- 
manent fund adequate to defray the expense 
of its annual support, it is better tliat new 
establishments should bo created elsewhere, than 
that Mount Auburn should become unwieldy, 
and its care difficult, if not impracticable, from 
its overgrown size. Tliere must be a line at 
which it will be necessary to stop, and that line | 

has probably been attained already. 

The permanent fund is a sacred deposit upon 
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which alono the institution is to depsnd for its 
sopport after the Land shall liavc been sold. Its 
onljr danger to ba apprehended is from tlie 
cupidity of si>ecubt>rs who, at some future 
period, may so manage as to obtain temporary 
control of this fund for improper purposes, — 
an occurrence not unknown in the financial his- 
tory of various institutions in our country. 

The present Board of Trustees Iiave endeavored 
to protect tliis fund by a covenant, giving to 
every new purcluiser a claim on tlie Corporation 
for the preservation of tlie fund entire. This 
security lasts until the amount of the fund shall 
have reached one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, when the income may be drawn out 
and the princijial gradually rc-investcd under 
certain conditions. It is to be trusted that the 
Corporation will always elect Trustees who will 
respect tlie security, rather tluui an alleged 
increase in the productiveness of a fund which 
is essential and even vital to tlie support of tlie 
establishment afler the revenue from the sale of 
land has ceased. 

It has hitherto been the policy of the Trus- 
tees to keep on hand a considerable invested 
surj^us, which can be drawn upon in case of 
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emergen^, and which, if not wanted, goes to 
swell by its interest the income of tlie Corpora- 
tion. The continual call for n-poirs, which 
increases as thero are more miles of road to bo 
kept in order, and more rods of fence to bo 
painted or replaced, can only bo met by a careful 
provision of this sort. Tlie present yearly excess 
of the receipts over tlio expenditurcS| even afler 
de<lucting tlie amount annually \<kid to tlie per- 
manent fund, is amply sufficient for tlie wants 
of the establishment. But a largo resen'o will 
hereafter be needed to complete tlie iron fence 
around the Stone Farm; to replace the western 
wooden fence when it shall have decayed ; to 
finish the drains and catacombs now in progress ; 
to excavate bogs and build stono borders to 
lakes, -~ together with unforeseen exigencies, 
which, if taken in hand now, would speedily 
exhaust the whole available capital of tlie insti- 
tution. Yet all these improvements will silently 
and gradually come to pass, without risk or 
inconvenience, if the Board adhere to their 
uniform previous policy of not making improve- 
ments faster tlum they are actually wanted and 
can certainly be paid for. 
A good economy will obviously require tliat 
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the various structures belonging to tlie Corpora- 
tion should bo kept in thorough repair. Roofn, 
windows, paint and pointing of joints, require 
reguhir and prompt attention in tliis respect, 
for reasons which need no explanation. 

The good appearance of buildings depends 
quite as much u])on their site and aspect as 
upon tlieir intrinsic structure. No edifice can 
api)car to advantage which is covered up or 
interfered with by others of equal size in its 
immediate proximity. It is to be hoped that 
tho open sjiaces now existing about tlie Tower, 
the Chapel, and tho Gate, will never be en- 
croached on by any subordinate constructions 
in their immediate neighborhood. It seems not 
improbable that tho Trustees will at some day 
see the propriety of convepng these spaces in 
trust, with the condition that they shall forever 
bo kept open, and not occupied as places either 
for building or interment. 

A few suggestions in regard to the occupation 
and improvement of individual lots will not be 
superfluous in this place. Mount Auburn was 
begun under the expectation that single inter* 
mentt in the earth. In separate graves, would 
take the place of tomba or common receptacles, 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



MOUNT AUIIURN CKMKTKRY. 127 

the tenants of which, it is well known, have 
but a tcmiK>rary an<I precarious occupancy, as 
tlicM! tilings are usually managed by the remoter 
friends and successors of the deceased. The 
following short article, published early in the 
Daily Advertiser, conveys tlie sentiments on this 
subject of tlic founders of Mount Auburn : -~ 

**It is a part of the original design of this 
establishment, though not an obligatory one, tliat 
interments shall be made in single or separate 
graves, rather than in tombs. The abundant 
space aiTorded by the extensiveness of the tract 
which has been purchased, precludes the necessity 
of constructing vaults for the promiscuous con- 
centration of numbers. It is believed that the 
common grave affords tlie most simple, natural, 
and secure method by which the body may 
return to the bosom of the earth, to be peace- 
fully blended with its original dust. Whatever 
consoUtion can be derived from the gathering 
together of members of the same families, is 
provided for by the appropriation of lots, each 
sufficient for a family, while the provision that 
the same spot or grave shall not be twice 
occupied for interment, secures to the buried 
an assurance of undisturbed rest, not always 
found in more costly constructions. 
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On tlio name subject another conskloration 
may bo adctcd. It is desired that the placo 
may become beautiful, attractive, coiisolingy — 
not gloomy and repulsive, -~ that what the 
earth Iws once covered it shall not again reveal 
to light, — that the resources of art shall not be 
wasted in vain efforts to delay or modify the 
inevitable counies of nature* It is hoped, there* 
fore, that any sums which individuals may think 
it proper to devote to the improvement of the 
placo of sepulture of themselves and their 
fiiends, may bo expended above tlie surface of 
tlio earth, — not under it. A beautiful monu- 
ment is interesting to every one. A simple bed 
of roses under the broad canopy of heaven, is a 
moro approachable, a far more soothing object, 
tlian the most costly charnel-house.** 

Some of tlie first tombs constructed in the 
side hills at Mount Auburn liecame oiTensive 
from the esca^M of gas through their upright 
iron doors, the crevices of which are never 
made permanently tight. On this account, the 
Trustees for a time restricted them to the most 
distant or outnde avenues. Afterwards they 
were permitted in places approved by the Trus- 
tees, provided they are mgde in a strong, tight, 
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and durable manner, and every ]Kirt, includ- 
ing tlio door, at least one foot underground* 
Finally, a vote was passed, Oct. 4th, 1858, 
** Tliat lots for tombs on tlie kill sides, in such 
places as tlio Committee on Lots shall approve, 
may be sold at fifty cents per square foot, on 
the purcliasers binding themselves to erect no 
tomb or repository which shall not be made air 
tight, to the satisfaction of tlie Committee on 
Lots/* 

The mode of interment now most common at 
Mount Auburn is tliat in simple graves, after* 
wards designated by headstones or some other 
mark. Where the most permanent security is 
desired, a separate inclosurc of the grave is 
made of bricks and cement, and afterwards 
covered with a flat stone. When tombs are 
built, their best construction is found to be that 
which is in imitation of the ancient eolambaria^ 
in which a subterranean a|)artment is provided 
on one or more sides, with cavities like pigeon 
holes, the mouths of which are to bo tightly 
closed with bricks and cement, or witli a flat 
stone. The general name of eataeomh$ is ap* 
plied to these at Mount Auburn and at some 
other places. 
9 
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** It hairing been considered important, that the public ihoiild 
be generallj iofumied m to the clmracter of the two Meodated 
efltablishmcnta, the lion. Edwabu Evebrtt wm rcf|ueitcd to 
prepare an Address, explanatoi7 of the objects wliich it was 
proposed to accomplish; and he fumishetl the following, which 
was published In the Doston papers.** — /for/jcu/fiuw/ Proettd" 
img$, 1882. 

' ^ '' ^ " 
TOE PROPOSED RURAL CEMETERV. 

- ; I-, .. ,- ^ V . . .' * • 
At the late session of tlio General Cotirt, an 

Act was passed, enlarging tlic powers of the Horti- 
cultural Society in kucIi a manner, as to enable it 
to establish a rural cemeteiy, in connection with 
the experimental garden, which forms a part of 
the original plan of that Society. Preliminaiy 
steps have been taken to exercise the powers 
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fCmntcd by this Additional set of incorporation. 
Tlie subject has been nnder the consideration of 
a lar;^ and liigliljr respectable committee, selected 
for tlicir known interest in the design ; and a plan 
of measures to be pursued, for carrying the object 
into eflTect, has been prepared and adopted. 

The spot, which has been selected for thb 
establishment, lias not been chosen without great 
deliberation, and a reference to every otiier place 
in tlie vicinity of Boston, which has been named 
for the same purpose. In fact, the difficulty of 
finding a proper place has been for several years 
the chief obstacle to tlio execution of this project 
The spot chosen is as near Boston as is consistent 
with perfect security from the approach of those 
establishments, usually found in tlie neighborhood 
of a large town, but not in harmony with tlie 
character of a place of burial. It stands near a 
fine sweep in Cluirles River. It presents every 
variety of surfiice, rising in one part into a beau- 
tiful elevation, level in others, with intermediate 
depressions, and a considerable jMirt of the whole 
covered with the natural growth of wood. In 
£iet, the place has long been noted for its rural 
beauty, its romantic seclusion, and its fine pros- 
pect ; and it is confidently believed, that there is 
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not another to bo named, possessing tlie same 
union of advantages. 

It is propescd to set apart a considerable poition 
of tills deliglitful spot, for the purpose of a burial 
place. Little will be required from the hand of 
art to fit it for tliat purpose. Nature has already 
done almost all tliat is required. Scarcely any 
thing is needed but a suitable enclosure, and such 
walks as will give access to the diiTcrent parts of 
the enclosed space, and exhibits features to the 
greatest advantage. It is pro]K)sed, (as it appears * 
from the report above cited,) to divide the parts 
of tlie tract, best adapted to that purpose, into lots, 
containing two hundred or more square feet, to be 
used by individimls becoming proprietors of tliem, 
for the purposes of burial. It will be At the option 
of those interested, to build tombs of tlie usuai* 
construction on these lots, or to make graves in 
them, when occasion may require ; identifying the 
lot by a single monument, or tlio* graves by sepa- 
rate stones, or leaving the whole without any 
other ornament tlian tlio green turf and the over- 
sliadowing trees. 

By the act of the Legislature, autliorizing the 
Horticultural Socie^ to establish this Cemetery, 
it is placed under the protection of the laws, and 
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consccratctl to the perpetual occupancy of the 
deiicl. Being conncctiHl with the adjacent experi- 

/ mental .ganlen, it will be under tlie constant V 
inspection of the Society^s Gardener, and thus 
possess advantages, in reference to the care and 
neatness with which it will be kept, not usually 
found in places of burial/) A formal act of 
dedication, with religious solemnities, will imjmrt 
to it a character of sanctity, and con9ccrate it to 
the sacred purposes for which it is destined. 
* It is a matter of obvious consideration, that, 
with tlie rapid increase of the city of Boston, 
many yearn cannot elapse, before the deposit of 
tlie dead M'ithin its limits must cease. It is 
already attended M'ith considerable difficulty, and 
is open to serious objections. Tlie establishment 
now contemplated, presents an o]>portunity for 
all, who wish to enjoy it, of providing a pjace of 
burial for those, for whom it is their duty to make 

« such provision. Tlie space is ample, affording 
room for as large a number of lots, as may be 
required for a considerable length of time ; and the 
price at which they are now to be purchased, it 
is believed, is considerably less than that of tombs, 
in the usiuil places of their construction. 
Although no one, whose feelings and principles 
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arc sound, can regard, without tenderness and 
delicacy, the question, where he will defKwit tlie 
remains of those, whom it is his duty to follow to 
tlieir last home, yet it may be feared, tlmt too 
little thought has been hud for the decent aspect 
of our places of sepulture, or their highest ada)>- 
tation to their great object. 'Our burial places 
are, in the cities, crowded till they are full ; nor, 
in general, does any other object, either in town 
or country, appear to have been had in view in 
them, than that of confining the remains of tho 
departed to tlie smallest portion of earth that will 
hide them. Trees, whose inexpressible beauty 
has been provided by the hand of tho Civator as 
the great ornament of the eartli, have rarely been 
planted about our graveyaixk ; the enclosures aro 
generally inade(|uatc and neglected, the graves 
indecently crowded together, and often, after a 
few years, disturbed ; and the whole api>earance 
as little calculated as possible to invite the visits 
of the seriously disposed, to tranquillize the feel- 
ings of surviving friends, and to gratify that dispo- 
sition which would lead us to pay respect to their ; 
ashes. -^ 

Nor has it hitherto been in the power even of 
those, who might be able and willing to do it, to 
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remetly tliese/svils, as fitr as tlicy are themselves 
concerned, (^reat objections exist to a place of / 
sepulture in a private field; particularly this, 
that in a few years it is likely to pass into the 
bands of tliose, who will take no interest in pre- 
serving its sacred dq)osit from the plouglu^ The 
mother of Washington lies buried in a field, the 
property of a person not related to her family, and 
in a spot which cannot now be identified. In the 
imblic graveyard it is not always in the power 
of an individual to appropriate to a single place 
of burial, space enough for the puqK)8es of decent 
and respectful ornament. 

The proposed establishment seems to furnish ' 
every fiicility for gratif^nng the desire, which must 
rank among the purest and strongest of the human 
heart, and which would have been much more 
frequently indicated, but for the vefy serious,, and 
sometimes insuperable obstacles of which we have 
« spoken. Hero it will be in the power of every 
one, who may wish it, at an expense considerably 
lest than that of a common tomb, or a vault 
beneath a church, to deposit* the morul remains 
of his friends, and to provide a place of burial for 
himielfy which, while living, he may contemplate 
without dread or disgust; one which is secure 
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from tlio danger of being encroached u)K>n, as in 
tlie graveyards of the city ; secluded from every 
s|>ecies of uncongenial intrusion ; surrounded with 
everything that can fill the heart with tender and 
respectful emotions ; beneath the sliade of a vener> 
able tree, on the slope of the verdant lawn, and 
within the seclusion of the forest ; removed from 
all the discordant scenes of life. 
J . Such were the places of burial of the ancient 
nations. In a six)t like this were laid the remains 
of the patriarchs of Israel. In the neighborhood 
of their great cities the ancient Egj'ptians estab- 
lished extensive cities of the dead ; and tlie Greeks 
and Romans erected the monuments of tlie 
departed by the jgadL^ide, on the approach to 
their cities, or in pleasant groves in their suburbs. 
A part of the Grove of Academus, near Athens, 
famous for the school of Plato, was appropriated 
to the sepulchres of their men of renown ; and it 
was the saying of Themistocles, that the monu- 
ments he beheld there would not permit hhn to 
sleep. The ^ Appian Way*' was lined with the 
monuments of the heroes and sages of Rome. In 
modem times, the. Turkish people are eminent for 
that respectful care of the places of sepulture, 
which forms an interesting trait of the oriental 
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cliaractcr. At the head and foot of each grave, 
a cypress tree is planted, so tliat the graveyard 
becomes, in a few years, a deep and sliady grove. 
These sacred precincts are never violated ; they 
form tlie most beautiful suburbs to the cities, and, 
not unfrequently, when the city of the living has 
been swept away by the political vicissitudes, 
frequent under that government, the Grove of 
CyprcM remains, spreading its sacred shelter over 
the city of the dead. 

In the city of Boston, the inconveniences of the 
present modes of burial are severely felt ; and it is 
as a becoming appendage and interesting ornament 
of the town, that this Cemetery should be regarded. 
When it shall be laid out with suitable walks, and 
the appro]iriatc spots shall begin to be adorned 
with the various memorials which affection and 
respect may erect to the departed, what object in 
or near Boston will be equally attractive ? What 
would sooner arrest the attention of tlie stranger ? 
Whither would a man of reflection and serious 
temper sooner direct his steps? Had such a 
Cemeteiy, witli proplietic forethought of posterity, 
been laid out in the first settlement of the country, 
and all our venerated dead, — the eminent in 
church and state,— * been deposited side by side, 

/ 
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with plain but enduring monuments, it would 
possess already an interest of tlie most elevated 
and affecting character, ^ucli a place of depo»it 
is Pero la Chaise, near Paris, which Ims already 
becomo a spot of die greatest interest and attrac- 
tion, furnishing the model to similar establishments 
in various parts of £uroi)e, and \YeII deserving to 
be had in view, in tliat which is in contemplation 
here.^ 

The vicinity of our venerable University sug- 
gests an interesting train of associations, connected 
witli this si)ot. It has ever been the favorite 
resort of the students. There are hundreds now 
living, who have passed some of the Iiappiest hours 
of tlie happiest period of their lives, beneath the 
shade of .the trees in this secluded forest. It will 
becomo the place of burial for the Univei*sity. 
Here will the dust of the young men, who may 
be cut off before their academic course is run, be 
laid by their class-mates. Here will be deposited 
those who may die in the ofSces of instruction and 
government. Nor is it impossible, tliat the several 
class-associations, which form a beautiful feature 
of our college life, may each appropriate to tliem- 
selves a lot, where such of their bretliren as may 
desire it, may bo brought back to bo deposited in 
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tlio soil of die spot whcr^ diey passed dieir early 
years. 

Tlie establishment contemplated will aifonl the 
means of paying a tribute of res)XK:t, by a monu- 
mental erection, to the names and memory of great 
and good men, whenever or wherever they have 
died. Its sumipit may be consecrated to Wash- 
ington, by a cenotaph inscribed with his name. 
Public sentiment will often delight in these tributes 
of respect, and the place may gradually become 
the honorary mausoleum for the distinguished sons 
of Massachusetts. 

Tliis design, though but 'recently made public, 
has been long in contemplation, and, as is believed, 
lias been favored with unusual apjirobation. It 
lias drawn forth much unsolicited and earnest 
concurrence. It has touched a chord of sym- 
potliy which vibrates in every heart. Let us 
take an aifectionate and pious care of our dead ; 
let us turn to som*e good account, in softening and 
humanizing the public feeling, tliat sentiment of 
tenderness toward tlie departed, which is natural 
and ineradicable in man. Let us employ some 
of the superfluous wealth, now often expended 
in luxury worse than useless, in rendering the 

( • 
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place where our beloved friends repoec, decent, 
attractive, and grateful at once to the eye and the 
heart. 



AX ADDRESS DEUVSRED OX TUB DEDICATION OP 
THE CEMETERY AT MOUNT AUBURN, SEPTEM- 
BER 24tji, 1831. Bt Joseph Story. 

My Friends, — 

The occasion which brings us together, has 
much in it calculated to awaken our sensibilities, 
and cast a solemnity over our thoughts. 

We are met to consecrate these grounds exclu- 
sively to the service and rc])08e of the dead. 

Tlie duty is not new ; for it has been performed . 
for countless millions. The scenery is not now ; 
for the hill and the valley, the still, silent dell, and 
the deep forest, have often been devoted to the 
same pious purpose. But tliat, which must always 
give it a peculiar interest, is, tliat it can rarely 
occur except at dbtant intervals ; and, whenever 
it does, it must address itself to feelings mtelligible 
to all nations, and common to all hearts. 

The patriarchal language of four thousand years 
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ago is precisely tluit, to which we would now give 
utterance. Wo aro ** strangers and sojourners*' 
here. We linvc need of ** a possession of a bury- 
ing-place, tliat we may bury our dead out of our 
sight/' Let us have **the field, and the cave 
which is therein ; and all the trees, that arc in the 
field, and that are in the borders round about ; " 
and let them ** be made sure for a possession of a 
burying-placc." 

It is the dtity of the living thus to provide for 
die dead. It is not a mere office of pious regard 
for others ; but it comes home to our own bosoms, 
as those who are soon to enter upon tlic common 
inheritance. 

If there arc any feelings of our nature, not 
bounded by earth, and yet stopping short of the 
. skies, which are more strong and more universal 
than all others, they will be found in our solicitude 
as to the time and place and manner of our death ; 
in the desire to die in the arms of our friends ; to 
have tlie last sad offices to our remains performed 
by their aflfection ; to repose in the land of our 
nativity ; to be gathered to the sepulchres of our 
fiithers. It is almost impossible for us to feel, nay, 
even to feign, indifierence on such a subject 

Poetiy has told us this truth in lines of trans* 
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cendcnt beauty and force, wliicli find a rcsjionse 
in every breast : — 

** For who, to ilumb Forget fblncMi • pr^Jt 
Tlib plcMing, anxious being e*cr rcsigncol. 
Left tbo wann precincU of the clicvrful U»jr, 
Xur cast ono longing, liugcriug looli behind T 

On tome fond breast the parting soul relies; 

Some pious drops the closing ejre requires; 
E*en from the tomb the Tuioe of Nature eries; 

£*en in our ashes Tito their wonted fires.** 

It is in vain, tliat Pliilos<ipliy lias Infunncd ns, 
tliat the whole earth is but a point in tlio eyes of 
its Creator, — nay, of his own creation ; that, 
wherever we are, — abroad or at home, — on the 
restless ocean, or the solid land, — we are still 
under the protection of his pi*ovidence, and safe, 
as it were, in the hollow of his hand. It is in 
vain that Ileligion lias instructed us, tliat we are 
but dust, and to dust we shall return, — that 
whether our remains are scattered to tlie comers 
of the earth, or gathered in sacred urns, there is a 
sure and certain hope of a resurrection of the body 
and a life everlasting. These truths, sublime and 
glorious as they are, leave untouched the feelings, 
of which I have spoken, or, rather, they im|)art 
to them a more enduring reali^. Dust as we are, 
10 
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tlie frail tenements, wliicli enclose our spirits but 
for a season, arc clear, arc inexpressibly dear to 
us. Wo derive solace, nay, pleasure from the 
reflection, that wlien the hour of separation comes, 
these earthly remains will still retain the tender 
regard of thoxo whom we leave behind; — that 
the spot, where they shall Iie« will be remembered 
with ft fond and soothing reverence; — that our 
children will \mi it in the' midiit of their norrows ; 
and our kindred in remote generations feel that a 
local inspiration hovers roiind it. 

Ix;t him s))eak, who has been on a pilgrimage of 
health to a foreign land. Let him siteak, who 
has watched at the couch of a dying friend, far 
from his chosen home. Let him speak, who has 
committed to the bosom of the deep, with a sud- 
den, startling plunge, the narrow shroud of somo 
relative or com))anion. Let such speak, ahd they 
will tell you, that there is nothing which wrings 
the heart of the dying, — ay, af:d of the surviving, 
— with sharper agony, than tiie tliought, that 
they are to sleep their last sleep in the land of 
strangers, or in the unseen depths of the ocean. . 

^ Bury mo not, I pray thee,** said the patriarch 
Jacob, ^bnry me not in Egypt: but I will lie 
with my Others. And thou shall carry me out 
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of Egj-pt ; and bury mc in their burj-ing place." 
— •* There they buried Abraham and Sarali his 
wife; there they buried Isaac and Uebecca his 
ivife ; and there I buried I^A^ah/' 

Such arc tlic natural exprossions of liuman feel- 
ing, as tliey fall from the lips of the dying. Such 
are the reminiscences, that fonN'er crowd on the 
confines of the ]iasscs to the grave. We seek 
again to have our home there with our friends, 
and to bo ble»t by a communion with them. It 
is a matter of instinct, not of reasoning. It is a 
spiritual impulse, which supersedes belief, and 
disdains question. 

Dut it is not chiefly in regard to the feelings 
V belonging to our own mortality, however sacred 
and natural, that we should contemplate the estab- 
lishment of repositories of this sort. There are 
higher moral purposes, and more aflecting con- 
siderations, which belong to tlie subject. We 
should accustom ourselves to view them rather 
as means, than as ends; rather as influences to 
govern human conduct, and to moderate human 
suflering, tlian as cares incident to a selfish fbn^ 
sight 

It is to the living mourner— to the parent, 
weeping over his dear dead child — to the hus- 
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band, dwelling in liis own solitary desolation — 
to tlio widow, whoso lieart is broken by untimely 
sorrow — to the friend, who misses at every turn 
tho presence of some kindred spirit: — it is to 
tliese, tliat tho repositories of the dead bring home 
thoughts itiU of admonition, of instruction, and, 
slowly but surely, of consolation also. They ad- 
monish us, by their very silence, of our own frail 
and transitory being. They instruct us in the 
true value of life, and in its noble purposes, its 
duties, and its destination. They spread around 
us, in the reminiscences of the past, sources of 
pleasing, though melancholy reflection. 

Wo dwell with pious fondness on the characters 
and virtues of the departed ; and, as time inter- 
poses its growing distances between us and tliem, 
we gather up, with more solicitude, the broken 
fragments of memory, and weave, as it were, into 
our very hearts, the threads of their history. As 
we sit down by their graves, wo seem to hear tho 
tones of their afiection, whispering in our ears. 
We listen to the voice of their wisdom, speaking 
in die depths of our souls. Wo shed our tears ; 
but they are no longer the burning tears of agony. 
They relieve our drooping spirits, and come no 
longer over us withva deathly fiuntness. We 
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return to tlio world, and wc feci ourselves purer, 
and better, and wiser, from Uiis communion with 
tlie dead. 

I have spoken but of feelings and associations 
common to all ages, and all generations of men — 
to the rude and the ]>olislied — to tlio barbarian 
and the civilized — to tlio bond and the free — to 
the inhabitant of the dreary forests of the north, 
and the sultry regions of the south — to tho wor- 
shipiier of the sun, and the worsh!p|)er of idols — 
to tho Ileatlien, dwelling in the darkness of his 
coltl mytholog}', and to tho Christian, rejoicing in 
the light of the true God. Everj'wherc wo trace 
them in the characteristic remains of tho most 
distant ages and nations, and as far back as hu- 
man history carries its traditionary outlines. 
They arc found in tho barrows, and cairns, and 
mounds of olden times, reared by the uninstructed 
affection of savago tribes; and, everywhere, tlie 
spots seem to have been ^elected with tlio same 
tender regard to tlio living and tlio dead ; tliat tlie 
magnificence of nature might administer comfort 
I to human sorrow, and incite human sympatliy. 
H The aboriginal Germans buried their dead in 
groves consecrated by tlieir priests. The Egyp- 
tians gratified their pride and sootlied their grief, 
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hy interring them in tlieir Elysian fields, or em- ^ 
balming tliem in their vast eatacombs, or enelosing 
tliem in their stupendous pjnramids, the wonder of 
all sueeeeding ages. TIic Hebrews watched with 
religious care over tlieir places of burial. Thcj ^ 
selected, far this puqiose, ornamented gardens and 
deep forests, and fertile valleys, and lofty moun- 
tains ; and tliey still designate them with a sad 
empliasis, as the ** House of the Living.*' The 
ancient Asiatics lined the approaches to their cities 
with sculptured sarcoplugi, and mausoleums, and 
other ornaments, embowered in shrubbery, traces of 
which may be seen among their magnificent ruins. 
[Tlie Greeks exliausted the iQcsources of their ex- 
quisite art in adorning the habitations of the -J 
dead* Tliey discouraged interments within the 
limits of their cities; and consigned their relics 
to shady groves, in the neighborhood of murmuiv 
ing streams and mossy fountains, close by the 
£ivorite resorts of tliose who were engaged in the 
study of philosophy and naturej and called them, 
with tlic elegant expressiveness of their own .beau^ 
tiful language, Cemxteries,* or ** Places- of 
Repose.** The Romans, fiiithiul to the example 
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of Greece, erected tlic montiraents to the dead in 
tlie suburbs of die eternal city, (as they proudly 
denominated it,) on the sides of tlieir s|)acious 
road-s in the niidsit of trees and ornamental walks, 
and ever-van-ing flowers. Ilie Appian Way was 
crowded with columns, and obelisks, and cenotaplis 
to the memory of her heroes and sages ; and, at 
every turn, the short but touching inscription met 
the eye, — Siste Viator, — Pause Traveller, — ' 
inviting at once to sym|»athy and thoughtful ness* 
Even the humblest Roman could read on the 
liumblest gravestone the kind oftcring — **May 
the earth lie lightly on these remains ! "• 'And 
the Moslem Successors of the emiK*rors, indifTercnt 
as they may be to the ordlnar}* exhibitions of the 
fine arts, place their burying-grounds in rural 
retreats, and embellish them with studious taste 
as a religious duty. The cypress is planted at 
the head and foot of every grave, and waves with 
a mouniful solemnity over it. These devoted 
grounds possess an inviolable sanctity. The rav- 
ages of war never reach them ; and victory and 
defeat equally respect the limits of their domain. 
So tliat it has been remarked, with equal truth 

• •« Sit Ubi terra teTii.*' 
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And beauty, that wliilo the cities of tlio living are 
subject to all tlio desolations and vicissitudes inci- 
dent to human aflfairs, tlie cities of tlie dead enjoj 
an undisturbed repose, witliout oven the shadow 
of change* 

But I will not dwell upon facts of tliis nature. 
They demonstrate, however, the truth, of which I 
have spoken. Tliey do more; they furnish re- 
flections siritable for our own thoughts on the 
present occasion. 

If tliis tender regard for tlio dead be so abso- 
lutely universal, and so deeply founded in human 
aiTection, why is it not made to exert a more pro- 
found influence on our lives? Why do we not 
enlist it with more persuasive energy in tlie cause 
of human improvement ? Why do we not en- 
large it as a source of religious consolation ? Why 
do wo not make it a more efficient instrufnent to 
! elevate Ambition, to stimulate Genius, and to 

dignify Ix^aming? Why do we not connect it 
indissolubly with associations, which charm us in 
Naturo and engross us in Art ? Why do we not 
dispel from it tliat unlovely gloom, from which 
our hearts turn as from a darkness that ensnarcst 
and a horror that appals our thoughts ? 

To many, nay, to most of the heathen, the 

\ 
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; 

7 burying-plnce was tlio end of all tilings. Tlicy 

indulged no ho\xi^ at least, no solid hope, of anj 
future intercourse or re-union with their friends. 
The fiirewell at tlie grave was a long, and an 
everlasting farewell. At the moment, when they 
breathed it, it brought to their hearts a startling 
sense of their own wretchedness. Yet, when Uie 
first tunmlts of anguish were passed, thej visited 
the spot, and strewed flowers, and garlands, and 
crowns around it, to assuage their grief, and nour- 
ish their piety. Tliey delighted to make it tlie 
abode of the varying beauties of Nature ; to give 
it attractions, which should invite the busy and 
the Uioughtful ; and yet, at the same time, afford 
ample scope for the secret indulgence of sorrow. 

Why should not Christians imitate such exam- 
ples? They liave fiir nobler motives to cultivate 
moral sentiments and sensibilities ; to make cheer* 
ful the pathways to the grave ; to combine with 
deep meditations on human mortality the sublime 
consolations of religion. We know, indeed, as 
they did of old, that *^man goeth to his long 
home, and the mourners go about the streets.'* 
But that home is not an everlasting home ; and 
the mourners, may not weep as those who are 
without hope. Wliat is the grave to Us, but a 
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tliin barrier dividing Timo from Eternity, and 
Eartli from Heaven? Wliat Li it but «'tlie ap- 
pointed place of rendezvous, where all the travel- 
lers on life's journey meet *' for a single night of 
repose? 

** *TIs but a tiiglit — a long and moonless night, 
Wo make llio Qravo o«r Dcd, and tlioa art goat.** 

Know we not 

-^ •• The time draws on 
When not a fingte spot of burUl earth, • 

Whether on Uml, or in tlio s;>acioiis sea. 
Hat must gWe np its long committed dust 
InYioUter'*^ 

Why tlien should we darken with systematic 
caution all the avenues to tliese rej)Ositories ? 
j Why should wo deiiosit tlie remains of our friends 
in loathsome vaults, or beneath the gloomy crj-pts 
and cells of our churches, where the htiman foot 
is never heard, save when tlie sickly taper lights 
some new guest to his appointed a^iartment, and 
** lets fall a supernumerary horror ** on Uic passing , 

r procession ? Why should we measure out a nar- / 
-row portion of earth for our graveyards in the 
midst of our cities, and heap the dead upon each 
otlier with a cold, calculating parnmony, disturb- 
ing their ashes, and wounding the sensibilities of 



Digitized by VjiOOQlC 



ADDRESSES, REPOKTS, ETC. 155 

slioulcl wc cx|K>sc our burjnng- 
id glare of Jay, to tlic unfeeling 
> the noisy |>ress of businesn, to 
>uts of merriment, or to the 
»f the dissolute ? Why should 
>roaches against real mourners, 
»u]d slirink from observation, 
,*ss would be soothed by secret 
S and holding converse there 
joys ? Wliy all tliis unnatural 
s}*mpathies and sorrows, which 
to the grave to tlic only time, 
in wliicli it must be utterly useless — when the 
heart is bleeding with fre^h anguish, and is too 
weak to feel, and too desolate to dcsiro conso- 
lation? 

It is i^ainful to reflect, that the Cemeteries in 
our cities, crowded on all sides by the overluing- 
ing liabitatlons of the living, arc walled in only to 
preserve them from violation. And that in our 
country towns they are left in a sad, neglected 
state, exposed to every sort of intrusion, with 
scarcely a tree to shelter their barrenness, or a 
shrub to spread a grateful shade over the new- 
made hillock. 

These tilings were not always so among Chris- 
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tians. Tlicy aro not worthjof us. ,Tlicy arc not ^ 
wortlij of Cliristianitj in our day. There is 
• • much in these tTiings, that casts a just reproach 

upon us in tlie past. There is much that de- 
mands for the future a more spiritual discliarge 
of our duties. 

•Our Cemeteries rightly selected, and properly 
arranged| may bo made subservient to some of 
tlie highest purposes of religion and human duty. 

I'They may preach lessons, to which none may 
refuse to listen, and which all, that live, must hoar. 
Truths may bo there felt and taught in the silence 
of our own meditations, more i)ersuasive, and 
more enduring, than ever flowed from human / 

* lips. The grave hatli a voice of eloquence, nay, V 
of superhuman eloquence, which speaks at once to 
tliq tlioughtlessness of the rash, and the devotion 
of tlie good ; which addresses all timcMS and all 
ages, and all sexes ; which tells of wisdom to the 
wise, and of comfort to tlie afHicted ; which warns 
us of our follies and our dangers ; which whispers 
to us in accents of peace, and alarms us in tones 

-of terror; which steals with a healing balm into 
the stricken heart, and lifts up and supports the 
broken spirit ; which awakens a new enthusiasm 
for virtue, and disciplines us for its severer trials 
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and duties ; ivhicli calb up Uio imngcs of tlio illus- 
trious dead, with an animating presence for our 
example antl glory ; and which demands of us, as 
men, as ^mtriots, as Christians, as immortals, that 
the powers given by God should bo devoted to his 
^rvicc, and the minds created by his love, should 
return to him with larger capacities for virtuous 
enjoyment, and witli more spiritiud and intel- 
lectual brightness. 

It should not be for tlie poor purpose of grati- 
fying our vanity or pride, that wo should erect 
columns, and obelisks, and monuments, to the 
dead ; but that we may read thereon much of our 
own destiny and duty. We know, that man is 
tlie ci-eature of associations and excitements. Ex- 
perience may instruct, but habit, and appetite, and 
passion, and imagination, will exercise a strong 
dominion over him. These are the Fates, which 
weave the thread of his character, and unravel 
tlie mvsteries of his conduct The truth, which 
strikes home, must not only have the approbation 
of his reason, but it must be embodied in a visible, 
tangible, practical form. It must be felt, as well 
as seen. It must warm, as well as convince. 

It was a saying of Themistocles, that the tro- 
phies of Aliltiades would not suffer him to sleep. 
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Tlic feeling, thus expressed, has a ^pcp foundation 
in the human mind ; and, as it is well or ill di- 
rected, it will cover us with shame, or exalt us 
to glory. The deeds of the great attract but a 
cold and listless admiration, when they [>ass in 
historical order before us like moving shadows. 
It is the trophy and the monument, which invest 
them with a substance of local reality. Who, 
that has stood by the tomb of Washington on the 
quiet Potomac, has not felt his heart more pure, 
his wishes more aspiring, his gratitude more warm, 
and his love of country touched by a holier flame ? 
Who, that should see erected in shades, like 
these, even a cenotaph to the memory of a man, 
like Buckminster, that prodigy of early genius, 
would not feel, that there is an excellence over 
which death hatli no power, but which lives on 
through all time, still freshening with the lapse 
of ages. 

But passing from those, who by their talents 
and virtues have shed lustre on the annals of man- 
kind, to cases of mere private bereavement, who, 
that should deposit in shades, like these, . th^ 
remains of a beloved friend, would not feel a 
secret pleasure in the thought, that the simple 
inscription to bis worth would receive the passing 
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triUute of a sigli from tliousands of kiiulrcd hearts? 
Tliat the stranger and the traveller wonhl linger 
on the spot with a feeling of reverence ? Tliat 
they, tlio very mourners tliemselves, when tlicy 
should revisit it. would find there the verdant sod, 
and tlie fragrant flower, and tlie breezy shade? 
Tliat they might there, unseen, except of God, 
offer up their prayers, or Indulge the luxury of 
grief? That they might there realise, in its full 
force, the affecting beatitude of tlie Scriptures : 
*^ Blessed are tliey tliat mourn, for Uiey shall bo 
comforted ?'• 

Surely, surely, we have not done all our duty, 
if tliere yet remains a single incentive to human 
virtue, without its due play in the action of life, 
or a single stream of happiness, which has not been 
made to flow in upon tlio waters of affliction. 

Considerations, like Uiose, which have been sug- 
gested, have for a long time turned the tlioughts 
of many distinguished citizens to the importance of 
some more appropriate places of sepulture. Tlicre 
is a growing sense in the community of the in- 
conveniences, and painful associa tions, not to speak 
of the wJi^iIilunett. oCJnterments, beneath our 
.churches. The tide, which is flowing with such 
a steady and widening current into tlie narrow 
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peninsula of our Mctroixilis, not only forbids the 
enlargement of the common limits, but admonishes 
us of the increasing dangers to tfio aslies of the 
dead from its disturbing movements. Already in 
other cities, tlio churchyards are closing against 
tlie admission of new incumbents, and begin to 
exhibit tlie sad spectacle of promiscuous ruins and 
intermingled graves. 

We arc, therefore, but anticipating at the pres- 
ent moment, the desires, nay, the necessities of 
the next generation. Wo are but exercising a 
decent anxiety to secure an inviolable home for 
ourselves and our posterity. We ai*e but inviting 
our children and their descendants, to \\*hat the 
Moravian Brothers have, MV'ith such exquisite pro- 
priety, designated as *• the Field of Peace.'* 

A rural Cemetery seems to combine in itself 
all the advantages, which can be proposed to 
gratify human feelings, or tranquillize human 
fears ; to secure the best religious influences, and 
to cherish all those associations which cast a 
cheerAd light over the darkness of the grave. 

And what siK>t can be more appropriate tlmn 
this, for such a purpose? Nature seems to point 
it out with significant energy, as the favorite ro> 
tirement for the dead. There are around us all 
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the Vftric<l features of her beauty ami grandeur— 
the forest-erowncil hei«;ht; the abrupt acclivity; 
the sheltered valley ; the deep ;;len ; the jrrawy 
glado; and the silent grove. Here are the lofty 
oak, the beech, that ** wreaths its old fantantic 
roots so high,** the ruHtliug ]»ine, and the drooping 
willow ; — the tree, that sheds its pale leaves witli 
every autumn, a fit emblem of our own transitory 
bloom ; an<l the evergreen, with its perennial 
shoots, instructing us, that *^ the wintry blast of 
death kilU not the buds of virtue/* Here is the 
thick shrubbery to protect and jconccal tlicjjcw- \ 
made grave ; and there is the wild-flower creeping 
along the narrow path, and planting its seeds in 
tlie uptume<l earth. All around us there breathes 
a solemn calm, as if we were in the bosom of a, 
wilderness, broken only by the bi-eez/s as it mur- 
murs through the tops of the forest, or by the notes 
of the warbler pouring forth his matin or his even- 
ing song. 

Ascend but a few steps, and what a change of 
scenery to surprise and delight us. Wc seem, as 
it were in an instant, to pass fi*om the confines of 
death, to the bright and balmy regions of lifo. 
Below us flows tho winding Charles with its rip* 
pling current, like tho stream of time hastening 
11 
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to the ocean of eternity. In the distance, the 
City, — at once the object of our admiration and 
our love, ^ rears its proud eminences, its glittering 
spires, its lol\y towers, its graceful mansions, its 
curling smoke, its crowded haunts of business and 
pleasure, which s]ieak to tho eye, and yet leave a 
noiseless loneliness on tho ear. Again we turn, 
and the walls of our venerable University rise 
before us, with many a recollection of happy days 
passed there in tho interchange of study and friend- 
ship, and many a grateful thought of the affluence 
of its learning, which has adorncil and nourished 
the literature of our country. Again wo turn, and 
Uie cultivated fann, the ni*at cottage, the village 
church, the sparkling lake, the rich valley, and 
.tlie distant hills, arc before us through oi)ening 
vistas ; and we breathe amidst the fresh and varied 
labors of man. 

There is, therefore, within our reach, every 
variety of natural and artificial scenery, which is 
fitted to awaken emotions of the highest and most 
aflTocting character. We stand, as it were, upon 
tho bor ders of two w orhls.; and as the mood of our 
minds may be, we may gatlier lessons of profound 
wisdom by contrasting tlie one with tlie other, or 
indulge in tlie dreams of hope and ambition, or 
solace oar hearts by melancholy meditations. 
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Wlio 18 tlicrc, tliat in the contcin|iIation of such 
a scene, is not ready to exclaim with the cntliiisi- 
asm of tlie Poet, 

** Mine be the brees/ kill, that skirts the down, 
Where a green, grosuij turf is all [ crave, 
With here and there a fiolet bestruwn, 
Fajtt hj a brook, or fi>untain*9 murmuring ware. 
And man/ an evening's sun vhiiie swecti/ on my grave? ** 

And we are met here to consecrate tln'i spot, by 
these solemn ceremonies, to such a purpose. The 
Legislature of this Commonwealth, with a parental 
foresiglit, has clotlied the Horticultural Society 
with authority (if I may use its own language) 
to make a peqietual dedication of it, as a Uural 
Cemetery or ]>ur)'ing-G round, and to plant and 
embellish it with shrubbery, and flowers, and 
trees, and walks, and other mral ornaments. 
And I stand here by the order and in behalf of 
this Society, to declare that, by these services, it 
is to be deemed henceforth and forever so dedi- 
cated. Alount Auburn, in tho noblest sense, 
belongs no longer to tlie living, but to tho dead. 
It is a sacred, it is an eternal trust It is con- 
secrated ground. I^Iay it remain forever invio- 
late I 

What a multitude of thoughts crowd upon the 
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mind in tho contemplation of such a scene. How 

I much of tlio future, even in its far distant reaches, 

rises before us with all its persuasive realities. 

1 Take but one little narrow s[iace of time, and how 

I aifecting are its associations I Within tho flight 

of one half century, how many of tho great, tho 

good, and tlie wise, will be gathered here I How 

I many in tho loveliness of infancy, the beauty of 

< youth, tho vigor of manhood, and the maturity of 

I <^« ^>I1 1>^ down here, and dwell in the bosom 

; of their mother earth t The rich and the i)oor, 

1 tlie gay and the wretched, the favorites of thou* 

sands, and the forsaken of tlie world, the stranger 

in his solitary grave, and the patriarch surrounded 

by tho kindred of a long lineage I How many 

will hero bury their brightest hopes, or blasted 

expectations ! How many bitter tears will here 

be shed I How many agonizing sighs will here be 

heaved I How many trembling feet will cross tho 

pathways, and returning, leavo behind them tho 

dearest objects of their reverence or their love I 

And if this were all, sad indeed, and funereal 

would be our tlioughts; gloomy, indeed, would 

be these shades, and desolate these prospects. 

But— thanks be to God— the evils, which ho 

I permits, have their attendant mercies, and are 
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. blessings in disguiflc. Tlie bruised reed will not 
bo laid utterly prostrate. The wounded heart 
will not always bleed. The voice of consolation 
will spring up in the midst of the silence of these 
regions of death. The mourner will revisit theso 
shades with a secret, though melancholy pleasure. 
The liand of friendship will delight to cherish tho 
flowers, and the shruljff, that fringe the lowly 
grave, or the sculptured monument. Tho earliest 
beams of tho morning will play upon these sum- 
mits with a refreshing cheerfulness; and the 
lingering tints of evening hover on them with a 
tranquillizing glow. Spring will invite thither 
the footsteps of the young by its opening foliage ; 
and Autumn detain the contemplative by its latest 
bloom. Tho votary of learning and science will 
here learn to elevate his genius by the holiest of 
studies. The devout will here offer up tho silent 
tribute of pity, or the prayer of gratitude. Tho 
J rivalries of tho world will hero drop from tho 
heart ; tho spirit of forgiveness will gather now 
impulses; the selfishness of avarice will be 
checked ; tho restlessness of ambition will be re- 
buked ; vanity will let fall its plumes ; and pride, 
as it sees ** what shadows we are, and what shad- 
ows we pursue," will acknowledge the value of 
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Tirtuo as far, immcafturaUy far, beyond tliat of 
fame. 

But tliat, which will bo over present, pervading 
these sliades, like tlio noonday sun, and sliedding 
cheerfulness around, is the consciousness, the irro- 
pressiblo consciousness, amidst all tlieso lessons of 
human morttility, of the higher truth, that we arc 
beings, not of time but of eternity — ** That this 
corruptible must put on incomiption, and tliis j 
mortal must put on immortality/' That this is-^ 
but the threshold and starting ])oint of an exist- 
ence, com|)ared with whose duration the ocean is 
but as a drop, nay, the whole creation an evanes- 
cent quantity. 

Let us banish, then, the thouglit, that tliis is to 
be the abode of a gloom, which will haunt the 
imagination by its terrors, or chill the heart by Its 
solitude. Let us cultivate feelings and sentiments 
more wortliy of ourselves, and moro worthy of 
Christianity. Here let us erect the memorials of 
our love, and our gratitude, and our glory. Here 
. let the brave repose, who have died in tlie cause 
of their country. Here let tlie statesman rest, 
who has achieved the victories of peace, not less 
renowned tlian war. Hero let genius find a home, 
that lias sung immortal strains, or has instructod 
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with Still diviner eloquence. Here let learning 
and science, the votaries of inventive art, and the 
teacher of the philosophy of nature come. Hero 
let youth and beauty, blighted by preniature decay, 
drop, like tender blossoms, into the virgin earth ; 
and hero let ago retire, riiK!netl for the Iiarvest. 
Above all, here let the benefactors of mankind, 
the good, the merciful, the meek, the pure in 
heart, be congregated; for to them belongs an 
undying praise. And let us take comfort, nay, 
let us rejoice, that in future ages, long after wo are 
gathered to tho generations of other days, tliou- 
sands of kindling hearts will hero re|X!at tho 
sublime declaration, ** Blessed are the dead, tliat 
die in the Lord, for they rest from tlieir labors ; 
and their works do follow them.** 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



168 ADDRESSES, RBP0BT8, ETC 



ji A REPORT OX THE GARDEN AND CEMETERY. 

I; liY 11. A. S. Dearborn. 

I, At tke Aniimil McetiDg of lh« lloiiiciiltiinil Society, Scptenw 

j! ber SOlli, 1831, the CoinuiittM od Ujiiiff out ibegruttnUa and 

!| ftirming tbo pUn of the KxpcrimonUl Gankn »ttd GooMteiy mi 

Y Mount Attbarn, made Um fullowiDg 

V REPORT, 

I ** That mcoAtircft were promptly tAken for aceom- 
J' p]U]iing those objects, and altliough considerable 
l| progress has been made, it will require further 

I I time to complete the work. 

i Alexander Wadiiworth, Esq., a skilful civil 

h engineer, was employed to niuke an accurate 

\ topographical survey, and to locate the numerous 
avenues, which it was found necessary to establish 

' tlirough the extensive and beautifully diversified 

j grounds of the Cemetery and Garden, both for 

\ convenience and embellishment. The map has 

. ' been so far iK*rfected, that it is submitted for in- 
spection, and to exhibit the general outlines of 
tlio projected improvements; but considerable 

\\ « labor is yet required in clearing out tlie principal 

); carriage avenues and foot paths, before tlio sites 

i* of the public and private cemetery squares can 
be definitely established, and designated on the 

i plan. ' 
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Models and drawing of the Egyptian GaU>- 
ways, and of a Gothic tower, and a Grecian 
tower, one of which is proponed to be erected on 
the highest hill, have been made, and arc oflfenxl 
for examination. 

It lias been ascertained, Uiat tlio most lofty 
is one liundrud and twenty-five feet 
arles River, whidi gracefully swee|M 
gently sloping base ; and when crowned 
|K>sed tower, will become a most inter- 
^ of resort, as coninanding an extensive 
view of that richly variegated region of 
It scener}', embraced within the far dis- 
its which encircle the metro]K)Iis, and 
of the ocean ; while it will present a 
and imposing feature in the landscape, 
\, becomes the centre. 

future period, when the munificence 
zcns shall be commensurate with tlieir 
riotic gratitude, this structure may per- 

place for a stupendous monument to 
llustrious benefactor of his country ; — 
be reared the cenotaph of Washington, 

1 blocks of granite or ever-during mar- 
uld the funds hercailer justify it, a 
nple, to be used as a chnpel, for tlio 
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pcrformaiico of funeral rites, and lodges for the 
gardener and sii|icrintcndent of tlio Cemetciy, are 
contemplated^ and designs arc in progress for 
each. 

As tlio season for rural labor is far advanced, 
it is not considered ex|iedient to commence tlio 
construction of the avenues before the next spring ; 
but tliey can bo divested of the underwood, and 
the whole of the grounds so far cleared up, as to 
give them the ap|>earanco of a park, during tho 
present autumn. It is expected that the lots may 
be assigned within twenty days, 

Tlio Committee has been cheered, in the dis- 
cliargo of its duties, by tlio deep interest which 
has been manifested for tho success of an under- 
taking, so important to the pros]ierity of the Ilor- 
ticultunil Society, and so honorable to th^ country. 
Such is the exalted estimation in which it is held 
by Uic public, so universal is tlic approbation, so 
intense the interest, that beside the constant 
requests foir ]>ennission to become subscribers, by 
-tlio more affluent, numerous applications havo 
been made for Cemetery lots, by farmers^ me- 
chanics, and dealers in building materials, on 
condition, tliat tliey may bo paid for in labor, or 
•och articles as shall ht required in die prosecution 
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of tlie proposed improvements. Within a few 
days oflfers have been made to a considerablo 
amount; and as it was the intention and is the 
anxious desire of the So(*iet}% that every citizen 
should liavc an op]iortunity of |iartici|>ating in the 
advanta<;es of the establishment, tlie comniitteo 
has availed itself of tlie services thus tendered, in 
executing much of the work which has been |>er- 
formed; and there is not a doubt, that a very 
considerable portion of the ex|>enso in constnicting 
roads, fences, gateways, and the variQuaL-julhiU' 
edifices, may be defrayed, by a comi^nsation jn 
Cemetery loU. This will not only be a great 
accommodation to numerous individuals, who arc 
desirous to become subscribers, but be highly 
advantageous to tlio Society. It is thereforo 
recommended, that the Committee be authoriased 
to prosecute such improvements as may be deemed 
necessary, on Uiese reciprocally beneficial terms. 

With tlio view of fully meeting the ox[iecta- 
tions and exigencies of tlio community, it is 
considered advisable thai! sites for singlo graves 
should be designated, in various parts of the 
Cemetery, embracing all the diversified localities, 
to aiFord an opportunity for individuals, who havo 
no families, and the friends of such strangers as 
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may be wept and honored far distant from tlicir 
native land, to procure eligible places of sepulture, 
on reasonable terms. 

As the tract which has been solemnly conse- 
crate<l, by religious ceremonies, as a burial placo 
forever, is so abundantly covered with forest 
trees, many of which arc more than sixty years 
old, it only requires the avenues to be formed, 
the borders, for some ten feet in width, planted 
with shrubs, bulbous and perennial flowers, the 
underwood cleared out, the fences, gateways, and 
appropriate edifices erected, to put the grounds in 
a sufficiently complete state for the uses designed, 
and to render them at once beautiful and inter- 
esting. All this can be done within two years, 
at a comparatively small expense, and a result 
produced which could not have been realiased for 
forty years, if it Imd been necessary to commence 
. tlie establishment by plantirg out forest trees. 
There are numerous majestic oaks, pines, beeches, 
and walnuts, which have braved the storms of a 
century. Towering aloft amidst the general 
verdure, and extending their huge branches far 
and wide, they appear as the venerable monarchs 
of the grove, but still exhibit the vigor ai their 
luxuriant progeny, which, in umbrageous con*> 
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tiguitjf cover each hill and plain, and doping 

vale, and form many an 

— •• mllejr grecD, 
Pingic, or butlijr dell, in Ihb wild wood, 
And miinjr ft buskjr bourn, from side to tide" 

The Garden also can be very considerably 
advanced, within the same short period which 
will suffice for devolo])ing the improvements of 
the Cemetery. The nurseries may Ik? established, 
the departments for culinary vegetables, fruit, and 
ornamental trees, shrubs and flowers, laid out and 
planted, a green-house built, hot-beds formed, the 
small ponds and morasses converted into pictu- 
resque sheets of water, and their margins diversified 
by clumps and lielts of our most splendid native 
flowering trees and shnibs, requiring a soil thus 
constituted for their successful cultivation, while 
their surface may be spangled with the brilliant 
blossoms of the Xympli.Ta, and the other beautiful 
tribes of aquatic plants. The excavations for 
deepening and enlarging the ponds and molasses 
will aflbrd inexhaustible sources of manure, of 
invaluable consequence to the Garden, as well as 
for those portions of the Cemetery which will bo 
embellished by cultivated plants. 

From these favorable circumstances and the 
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generous seeal ^'hich has been evinced for the 
energetic prosecution of the labors, which are 
required to perfect the details of the whole exten- 
sive plan, there no longer remains tlic least doubt, 
that in the summer of 1834, Mount Auburn will 
rival the most celebrated rural burial grounds of 
£uroi>e, and present a gartlen in such a state of 
forwardness, as will be highly gratifying to the 
Society and the public. The work has been com- 
menced on an evernluring foundation, has the 
approbation and patronage of an enterprising, 
intelligent, and pro9|>erous community, and can- 
not fail of progressing in a manner that must give 
universal satisfaction. There has Horticulture 
established her temple, — there will all denomina- 
tions of Christians surrender up their prejudices, 
— - there will repose the ashes of tlie humble and 
exaltcfl, in Uie silent and sacred Garden of the 
Dead, until summoned to those of eternal life, in 
realms beyond the skies. 

Kespectfully submitted by 

IL A. S. Dearborn, 
For tlie Committed)/* 
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a discourse ox tiik iturial op the dead. 
By Jacob Bigeijow. 

While the fubject of Mount Auburn was of reocut agitntioa. 
the (ullowiug AUUrcM was dclWcrcU at the hall of the Maeonio 
Temple, in I80I, before the Doeton Soeietj ibr the Promotion of 
Cicfttl Knowledge : — 

**TiiE manner in wliich wc dispose of there- 
mains of our deceased friends, is a sid ject wliich, 
within tlic last few years, has occupied a greater 
share than formerly of the public attention in ouf 
own vicinity. It involves not only considerations 
which belong to the general convenience, but 
includes also the gratification of individual taste, 
and the consolation of private sorrow. Although, 
in a strictly philosophical view, this subject po^ 
sesscf but little im|K>rtance, except in relation to 
the convenience of survivors ; yet so closely arc 
our sympathies enlisted with it, so inseparably do 
wo connect the feelings of the living with the con- 
dition of the dead, that it is in vain that wo 
attempt to divest ourselves of its influence. It is 
incumbent on us therefore to analyze, as far as 
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WO may bo able, tlic principles which belong to 
a correct view of this subject ; since it is only by 
understanding these, that we may expect both 
reason and feeling to be satisfied. 

The progress of all organiased beings is towards 
decay. The complicated textures which the liv- 
ing body elaborates within itself, begin to fall 
asunder almost as soon as life has ceased. The 
materials of which animals and vegetables are 
composed, have natural laws and irresistible affini- 
ties which arc suspended during the period of life, 
, but which must be obeyed the moment that life is 
extinct. These continue to operate, until the 
exquisite fabric is reduced to a condition, in no 
wiso diflferent from that of the soil on which it 
has once trodden. In certain cases art may 
modify, and accident may retard, the approaches 
of disorganization, but the exceptions tlius pro- 
duced are too few and imperfect, to invalidate tho 
certainty of the general law. 

If we take a comprehensive survey of the pro- 
gress and mutations of animal and vegetable life, 
wo shall perceive tliat this necessity of individual 
destruction is die basis of general safety. Tho 
elements which have onco moved and circulated 
in living frames do not become extinct nor useleit 
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lifter dcatli: tlicy offer tliemHolve« oa tlic nmte- 
riAls from which other living frames nrc to 
constructed. What has once postscssed h'fc is most 
assimilated to tlio living character, and most ready 
to partake of life again. The )»lant which springs 
from the earth, after attaining its growth and ]M*r- 
petuating its species, falls to the ground, under* 
goes decom]X)sition, and contributes its remains to 
the nourishment of plants around it. The myrijids 
of animals which range the woods, or inhabit the 
air, at length die upon tlio surface of Uie earth, 
and, if not devoured by otlier animals, prepare for 
vegetation the place which receives their remains. 
Were it not for this law of nature, the soil would 
be soon exhausted, tho earth's surlaco would 
become a barren waste, and the whole race of 
organiased beings, for want of sustenance, would 
become extinct. 

Man alone, tho master of the creation, does not 
willingly stoop to becomo a participator in the 
routine of nature. In every age he has mani- 
fested a disposition to exempt himself, and to 
rescue his fellow, from tho common fate of living 
beings. Although he is prodigal of tlio lives of 
other classes, and sometimes sacrifices a hundred 
inferior bodies, to procure himself a single rciwst, 
12 
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yet ho rcgank with scrupulous anxiety the desti- 
nation of his own reninins ; and much labor and 
treasure are devoted by him to ward oif, for a 
season, the inevitablo courses of nature. Under 
tho apprehension of posthumous degradation, hu- 
man bodies liavo been embalmed, their concen- 
trated dust has been inclosed in golden urns, 
monumental fortresses have been piled over their 
decayhig bones; — with what success, and with 
what use, it may not bo amiss to consider. 

I have selected a few instances, in which meas- 
ures have been taken to protect tlic human framo 
from decay, which will be seen to have been in 
somo cases partially successful, in others not so. 
They will servo as preliminaries to the general 
considerations which aro connected with tlie sub- 
ject. 

Ono of tho most interesting accounts of tho 
preser\*ation of a body, the identity of which was 
undoubted, is that of tlie disinterment of King 
Edward I. of England. The readers of English 
« History will recollect tliat Uiis monarch gave, as 
a dying cluirge to his son, that his heart should 
be sent to tlie Holy Land, but that his body 
should be carried m die van of the army till Scot- 
land was reduced to obedience. 
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lie dtctl in July, 1307, and nocwithstanding his 
injunctions, wm buried in Westminster Abbcj in 
October of the same year. It is recorded that 
he was cmbalmc«l, and orders for renewing tho 
cere-cloth about his body were Issued in tlic reigns 
of Edward IIL and Henry IV. Tho tomb of 
this monarch was opened, and bin body examined 
in January, 1774, under tlic direction of Sir 
Joseph Ayloflfe, aAcr it had been buried four 
hundred and sixty-seven years. Tlic following 
account is extracted from a contemporaneous vol- 
ume of the Gentleman's Magazine : — 

* Some gentlemen of the Society of Antiquaries, 
being desirous to see how far the actual state of 
Iklward First's body answered to tlio metliods 
taken to prescr^'c it, obtaiiietl leave to open tlio 
large btone sarcophagus, in which it is known to 
have been deposited, on the north side of Edward 
tho Confessor's chapel. This was accordingly 
done on tho morning of January 2, 1774, when in 
a coffin of yellow stone, tliey found tho royal 
body in perfect preservation, inclosed in two 
wrappers ; one of them was of gold tissue, strongly 
waxed, and fresh, tlio other and outermost con- 
siderably decayed. The corpse was liabitcd in a 
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rich mantle of pufpic, pancd with white, and 
adorned with ornaments of gilt mctal« studded 
with red and blue stones and pearls. Two simi- 
lar ornaments lay on the liand^. The mantle was 
fastened on the right shoulder by a magnificent 
fibula of the same metal, with the same stones and 
pearls. His face had over it a silken covering, 
so fine, and so closely fitted to it, as to preserve 
tlie features entire. Round his temples was a gilt 
coronet of fleurs de lys; In his hands, which 
were also entire, were two sceptres of gilt metal ; 
that in the right surmounted by a cross fleure, 
tliat in die left by three clusters of oak leaves, 
and a dove on a globe; this sceptre was a1)out 
five feet long. The feet were enveIo|>ed in the 
mantle and other coverings, but sound, and the 
toes distinct. The whole length of the^ corpse 
was five feet two inches.' 

Tliis last statement, it will be observed, is tlie 
only point in which tho narrative appears to disa- 
gree witli history. We are generally given to 
understand that Edward I. was a tall man ; and 
tliat he was designated in his own time by Uie 
name of Long-shanks. Baker, in his Chronicle 
of the Kings of England, says of him that he was 
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tall of Stature, exceeding most other men by a 
head and shoulders. I ha^e not been able to find 
Sir Joseph AylofTe^s account of the examination, 
and know of no other mode of reconciling the 
discrepancy, but by supposing a tj-jiographical 
error of a figure in the account which lias been 
quoted. 

Edward I. died at Burgh-ui>on-SandH, in Cum- 
berland, on his way to Scotland, July 7, 1807, in 
the sixty-eighth year of his age. 

Another instance of jmrtinl preser^'ation, is tliat 
of the body of King Charles I., who was bo- 
headed by his subjects in 1G49. The remains of 
tliis unfortunate monarch are known to have been 
carried to WinAwir, and there interred by his 
friends without pomp, in a hasty and private man- 
ner. It is stated in Clarcndon^s History of the 
Rebellion, Uiat when his son, Cliarles II., was 
desirous to remove and re-inter his corpse at 
Westminster Abbey, it could not by any search 
be found. In constructing a mausoleum at Wind^ 
sor in 1818, under the direction of George IV., 
then Prince Regent, an accident led to the dis- 
covery of this royal body. The workmen, in 
fonning a subterraneous passage under tlie choir 
of St. Georgo*s Chapel, accidentally made an 
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aperture in the wall of the vault of King Hcniy 
VIII. On looking through this opening it was 
found to contain three coffins, instead of two, as 
had been supposed. Two of these were ascer- 
tained to be the coffins of Ileniy VIII., and one 
of his queens, Jane Seymour. Tlie other was 
formally examined, after permission obtained, by 
Sir Henry Halford, in presence of several mem- 
bers of the royal family, and other persons of 
ilistinction. The account since published by Sir 
Henry, corroborates the one which had been given 
by Mr. Herbert, a groom of King Charleses bed- 
chamber, and is published in Wood*s Athen® 
Ozonienses. 

* On removing the pall,' says the account, * a 
plain leaden coffin presented itself to view, with 
no appearance of ever having been inclosed in 
wood, and bearing an inscription* ^King Charles, 
1C48," in large, legible characters, on a scroll of 
lead encircling it. A square opening was then 
made in the upper part of the lid, of such dimen- 
sions as to admit a clear insight into its contents. 
Tliese were, an internal wooden coffin,- very much 
decayed, and the body carefully wrapped up in 
cere^lolh, into the folds of which a quantitv c£ 
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unctuous matter, mixed with resin, as it seemed, 
had been melted, so as to exclude, as etTcctually 
as possible, die external air. The coffin was com- 
pletely full, and, from tlie tenacity of tlie cere- 
cloth, great difficulty was ex])crienced in detaching 
it successfully from the parts which it enveloiMnL 
Wherever the unctuous matter had in^nuated 
itself, the separation of the cere-cloth was easy ; 
and where it came off, a correct inii»ression of the 
features to which it liad been applied, was ob- 
served. At length the whole face was disengaged 
from its covering. The complexion of the skin of 
it was dark and discolored. The forehead and 
temples liad lost little or nothing of Uieir muscu- 
lar substance ; the cartilage of the nose was gone ; 
but the left eye, in the first moment of exposure, 
was open and full, though it vanished almost im- 
mediately; and the pointed beard, so character- 
istic of the period of the reign of King Charles, 
was perfect* The sha^x^ of tlie face was a long 
oval ; many of the teeth remained ; and tlio left 
ear, in consequence of the interposition of the 
unctuous matter between it and the cero-cloth, 
was found entire. 

* It was difficult, at Uiis moment, to withhold a 
declaration, that, notwitlistanding its disfigure- 
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meiit, tho countenance did bear a strong resem- 
blance to the coins, the busts, and especially to the / 
picture of King Charles the Fir^t, by Vandyke, / 
by which it Iiad been made familiar to us. It is 
true, that tho minds of the s|)ectators of this in* 
teresting sight were well prepared to receive this 
impression ; but it is also certain Uiat such a 
facility of belief had been occasioned by the sim- 
plicity and truth of Mr. ITerbert*s Narrative, 
every part of which had been confirmed by tho 
investigation, so far as it Iiad advanced ; and it 
will not bo denied that the sha])e of tho face, tho 
forehead, the eye, and the beard, arc the most 
important features by which resemblance b de- 
termined. 

* When tho head had been entirely disengaged 
from tlio attachments which confined it, it was 
found to be loose, and without any difficulty was 
taken out and held up to view. Tlie back part 
of the scalp was entirely perfect, and had a re- 
markably fresh appearance ; the pores of the skin 
being more distinct, and the tendons and liga- 
ments of the neck were of considerable substance 
and firmness. The hair was thick at the back 
part of the head, and in appearance nearly black. 
A portion of it, which has since been cleaned and 
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dried, is of a beautiful dark brown color. That 
of the beard was a redder brown. On tlic back 
part of the bead it was not more than an inch in 
length, and had probably been cut so short fi>r 
the convenience of the executioner, or perhaps by 
tlic piety of friends soon after death, in order to 
furnish memorials of the unliappy klngr 

* On holding up the head, to examine the placo 
of separation from the body, the muscles of tlie 
neck had evidently retracted themselves con- 
siderably; and the fourth cervical vertebra was 
found to be cut through its sultstance transverKcly,, 
leaving the surfaces of tlio divided portions per- 
fectly smooth and even, an appearance which 
could have been produced only by a heavy blow, 
inflicted with a very sharp instniment, and which 
ftimished the last proof wanting to identify King 
Charles tlic First.' 

The foregoing arc two of the most successful 
instances of posthumous preservation. The caro 
taken in regard to some other distinguished 
personages has been less fortunate in its result. 
The coffin of Henry VIII. was inspected at the 
same time with that of Charles, and was found to 
contain nothing but the mere skeleton of tliat 
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king* Some portions of beard remained on the 
chin, but there was nothing to discriminate the 
personage contained in it* 

During the present century, the sarcophagus of 
King John has also been examined. It contained 
little else than a disorganiased mass of earth. The 
principal substances found, were some half decayed 
bones, a few vestiges of cloth and leather, and a 
long rusty piece of iron, apparently the remains 
of the sword-blade of that monarch. 

Tlie rapidity with which decomposition tikes 
place in organic bodies, depends upon the par- 
ticular circumstances under which they are placed. 
A certain temperature, and a certain degree of 
moisture, are indispensable agents in the commim 
process of putrefaction, and could these be 
avoided in tlio habitable parts of our globe, hu- 
man bodies might last indefinitely. I shall be 
excused for dwelling a short time on the influence 
of some of these preservative agents. Where a 
certain degree of cold exists, it tends powerfully 
to check tlie process of destructive fermentation, 
i and when it extends so far as to produce conge- 

lation, its protecting power is complete. : Bodies 
of men and animals are found in situations where 
they have remained froien for years, and even for 
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ages. Not many jears ago, tlic bodies of some 
Spanish soldiers were found in a state of perfect 
prescrration among the snows of die Andes, 
where they were supposed to have {leri^hcd in 
attempting to cross those mountains, nearly a 
century ago; their costume and some historical 
records indicating the probable period of tlieir 
expedition. At the Hospice of tlie Grand St. 
Bernard in the AI^m, some ruce]»tacles of tlie dead 
are shown to travellers, in which, owing to the 
effect of perjietual frost, together with the light- 
ness of the atmosphere, but little absolute decay 
has taken place in the subjects deposited during 
a lapse of years. But the most remarkable in- 
stance of preservation by frost of an animal body, 
is tliat of an elephant of an extinct species, dis- 
covered in 1806 in Uie ice of the polar sea, near 
the mouth of the river Lena, by Mr. Michael 
Adams. This animal was first seen by a chief of 
the Tonguse tribe, in the year 1799, at which 
time it was imbedded in a rock of ice about one 
hundred and eighty feet high, and liad only two 
feet, with a small part of the body, projecting from 
the side, so as to be visible. At the close of the 
next summer, the entire flank of the animal had 
been Uiawed out. It nevertheless required five 
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summers, in tliis inclement region, to tliaw the 
ice, so that the whole body could be liberated. 
At lengd), in 1804, tlie enormous mass separated 
from tlie mountain of ice, and fell over uiK>n its 
side, on a sand bank. At this time it appears to 
have been in a state of perfect preservation, with 
its skin and flesh as entire as when it had existed 
antecedently to the Dehigc, or to whatever con- 
vulsion of the globe may have tran8iK>rted animals, 
apparently of the torrid sone, to tlie confines of 
tlic Arctic circle. The Tonguse chief cut off the 
tusks, which were nine feet long, and weighed 
two hundred pounds each. Two years after this 
event, Mr. Adams, being at Yakutsk, and hearing 
of this event, undertook a journey to Uie spot. 
lie found the animal in the same place, but ex- 
ceedingly mutilated by the dogs and wplves of 
the neighborhood, which liad fed upon its flesh as 
fast as it thawed. lie, however, succeeded in 
removing tlie whole skeleton, and in recovering 
two of tho feet, one of the ears, one of Uio eyes, 
and about threo quarters of tho skin, which was 
covered with reddish hair and black bristles. 
These arc now in tho museum at St. Petersburg. 
Tlie foregoing facts are sufficient to show that 
a low degree of temperature is an efi*ectual pre- 
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vcntivc of aninuil decomposition. On Uio other 
hand, a certain degree of heat combined with a 
diy atmosphere, although a lens ])erfoct protection, 
is sufficient to clieck the destructive process* 
Warmth, combinetl witli moisture, tends greatly 
to promote decom|KMition ; yet if the degree of 
heat, or the circumstances under which it acts, 
are such as to produce a perfect dissiiKition of 
moisture, the further progress of decay is arrested. 
In the arid caverns of Kg}'pt the dried flesh of 
mummies, although greatly changed from its 
original appearance, has ma<le no progress tow- 
ards ultimate decomposition, during two or three * 
thousand years. It is known tliat the ancient 
Eg}'ptians embalmed the dead bodies of their 
friends, by extracting the large viscera from the 
cavities of the head, chest, and abdomen, and fill- 
ing them with aromatic and resin.ius substances, 
particularly asphaltum, and enveloping the out- 
side of the body in cloths impregnated with 
similar materials. These impregnations pre- 
vented decomposition for a time, until jKriect 
dryness luul taken place. Their subserpient 
preservation, tlirough so many centuries, appears 
to havo been owing, not so much to the anti- 
septic quali^ of the substance in which they arc 
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enveloped, as to the cflfoctual exclusion of moist- 
ure. 

In the crypt nnder the cathedral of Milan, 
travellers arc shown the ghastly relics of Carlo 
Borroineo, as they Iiave Iain for two centuries, 
inclosed in a crystal sarcophagus, and bedecked 
with costly finery, of silk and gold. The preser- 
vation of this body is equal to that of an Egyptian 
mummy, yet a more loathsome piece of mockery 
tlian it exhibits can be hardly imagined. 

It will be perceived diat the instances which 
have been detailed arc cases of extraordinary 
exemption, resulting from uncommon care, or 
from the most favorable combination of circum- 
stances, such as can befall but an exceedingly 
small portion of the human race. The common 
fiite of animal bodies is to undergo the entire 
destruction of their fabric, and tlie obliteration of 
tlieir living features in a few years, and sometimes 
even weeks, after their death. No sooner does 
life cease, than the elements which constituted 
the vital body become subject to the common 
iaws of inert matter. The original affinities, 
which bad been modified or suspended during 
life, are brought into operation, the elementary 
atoms react upon each other, the organized strue* 
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turc paiocs into decay, and is convortod to its * 
ori«^naI du»t. Such is the natunil, and, I may 
add, the proper destination of the material imrt 
of all that has once moved and breathed. 

The reflections which naturally suggest tliem- 
selves in contemplating the wrecks of humanity^ 
which liave occasionally been brought to light, 
arc such as lead us to ask, of what possible use is 
a resistance to the laws of nature, which, when 
most successfully executed, can at best only pre- 
serve a defaced and degrading image of what was 
once perfect and beautiful ? Could we, by any 
means, arrest tlic progress of decay, so as to* 
gather round us the dead of a hundred genera- 
tions in a visible and tangible shape; could wo 
fill our houses and our streets with mummies, — 
what possible acquisition could bo more useless, 
what custom could be more revolting ? — For 
precisely the same reason the subterranean vaults 
and the walls of brick, which we construct to 
divide the cky of humanity from tliat of tlio rest 
of creation, and to preserve it separate for a time, 
as it were for future inspection, are neither useful, 
gratifying, nor ultimately cfTectual. Could the 
individuals themselves, who are to be the subjects 
of this care, have the power to regulate the o£B- 
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'cious seal of their survivors, one of the lost things 

tliojr could reasonably desire would be, that the 

light should ever shine on their changed and 

crumbling relics* 

, On tlie other hand, when nature Is pennittcd 

' 4o take its course, when the dead are committed 

to the cardi under the open sky, to become early 

, and peacefully blended with their original dust, 

' no unpleasant association remains* It would seem 

as if the forbidding and repulsive conditions which 

attend on decay, were merged and lost in the 

surrounding hannonies of the creation. 

When the body of Major Andre was taken up, 
a few years since, from the place of its interment 
near the Hudson, for the ]>urpose of being removed 
to England, it was found that the skull of that 
oflScer was closely encircled by a net-work, formed 
by the roots of a small tree, which had been 
planted near his head. This is a natural and 
most beautiful coincidence. It would seem as If a 
faitliful sentinel had taken his jKMt, to watch, till 
the obliterated ashes should no longer need a 
friend. Could we associate witli inanimate clay ' 
any of the feelings of sentient beings, who would 
not wish to rescue his remains firom the prisons 
of mankind, and commit them thus to the embrace 
<tf nature 7 
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CoDvenicnce« health, and decency require tliat 
the dead should be early removed from our sight. 
The law of nature requires that thoy should 
moulder into dust, and the sooner tlii;^ change is 
accomplished, the better. This change should 
take place, not in the immediate contiguity of 
survivors, not in frequented receptacles provided 
for the promiscuous concentration of numbers, 
not where tlie intruding light may annually usher 
in a new teimnt, to encroach u]M)n the old. [it 
' should take place peacefully, silently, sc)iahitcly, 
in the retired valley, or the sequestered wood, 
where the soil continues its primitive exuberance, 
and where the earth has not become too costly to 
afford to each occupant at least his length and 
breadtbi_i 

Witliin the bounds of populous and growing 
cities, interments cannot with propriety take place 
beyond a limited extent. The vacant tracts re- 
sented for burial grounds, and the cellars of 
churches which are converted into tombs, become 
glutted with inhabitants, and are in the end 
obliged to be abandoned, though not perhaps until 
the original tenants have been ejected, and Uio 
same space has been occupied three or four sue 
cessive times* Necessity obliges a recourse at last 
18 
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to be Iiad to tlio ncigliboring country, and Iicnco 
in Paris, London, Liverpool, Lcglioni, and other 
European cities, cemeteries have been constructed 
without the confines of their population. [Theso 
places, in consequence of tho sufficiency of tho 
ground, and tho funds which usually grow out of 
such establishments, liavo been made tlio recipi- 
ents of tasteful omamentj Travellers are at- 
tracted by their beauty, and dwell with interest 
on their subsequent recollection. Tlio scenes 
which, under most other circumstances, are 
repulsive and disgusting, are by tho joint influ- 
ence of nature and art rendered beautiful, attrac- 
tive, and consoling. 

Tho situation of Mount Auburn, near Boston, 
is one of great natural fitness for the objects to 
which it has been devoted. IndcjKndently jof its 
superior sixe, it may bo doubted whether any spot, 
which has been set apart for tho same purposes 
in Europe, possesses half tho interest in its origi- 
nal features. In a few years, when tho hand of 
tasto shall have scattered among tlio trees, as it 
has olready begun to do, enduring memorials of 
marble and granite, a landscape of the most pio- 
torosquo character will be created. ' No place in 
the environs of our city- will possess stronger 
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attractions to tho visiton To tlio mourner it 
offers scclusioni amid tho consoling influences of 
nature. The moralist and tnan of religion will 

* Find room 
Aim! food for mediUtioii, nor p»M hy 
Muck, UiAt may give him pause, if pondered fiUingl/.* 

We regard the relics of our deceased friends 
and kindred for what they have been, and not 
for what they are. We cannot keep in our pres- 
ence tho degraded image of tho original frame ; 
and if somo memorial is necessary to soothe Uio 
unsatisfied want, which we feel when bereaved 
of their presence, it must be found in contemplat- 
ing tho place in which wo know that their dust is 
hidden. The history of mankind, in all ages, 
shows that tho human heart clings to tlio grave 
of its disappointed wishes, that it seeks consolation 
in rearing emblems and monuments, and in col- 
lecting images of beauty over the disappearing 
relics of humanity. This can bo fitly done, not 
in the tumultuous and liarassing din of cities, not 
in the gloomy and almost unapproaclmblo vaults 
of chamel houses ; — but amidst tho quiet verduro 
of the field, under tho broad and cheerful light of 
heaven, — where the harmonious and ever chang- 
ing face of nature reminds us, by its resuscitating 
influences, that to die is but to livo again.** 
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REPORT 
Of tho Garden ami Cemetefy Commiitot of the Masaaehnieita 
Korticaltural Soeietj, at a meeting held on Saturday, Sep* 
teiober 17, 1834. 

Tub Garden and Cemetery Committee of tho 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society, beg leave 
to submit tlio following Annual Report, for tho 
consideration of tho Society : — 

** Tho Committee coiigratulato the Society upon 
tlio continued improvement of tho Garden and 
Cemetery, and the additional favor and encour- 
agement, which the design has received from tho 
public. Before proceeding, however, to any par- 
ticulars respecting this subject, they feel it their 
duty to make a few remarks, in order to correct 
some erroneous notions, which pervade cei^n 
portions of the community, reladvo to tho nature 
and objects of the establishment. It is by no 
means uncommon to find persons impressed with 
tho belief, tliat tlio establishment is a private specur 
lation for the private benefit of tho members of. 
tlie Society, or of the individuals, who originally 
advanced tho money to purcliaae tho grounds for 
tho Garden and Cemeteiy, and that considerable 
profits have been ahready realised firom it. TVua 
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notion is utterly unfounded. The Cemeteiy is, 
in the truest and noblest^ sense, a |>ub]ic institu- 
tion, tlmt is, an institution of which the whole 
community may obtain the benefit u|K)n easy aj^d 
e<iual terms. No indivichial lias any private in- 
terest in the estabhshment beyond what ho 
acquires as the proprietor of a h>t in the Ccmo- 
tery; and every man in the connnunity may 
become a proprietor ui>on j^aying the usual sum 
fixed for the purchase of a h»t. The whole 
grounds are held by the Horticultural Society in 
trust for the purposes of a Ganlen and Cemetery ; 
and no member thereof as such has any privato 
interest therein, except as a coq)orator, or pro- 
prietor of a lot. Tho whole funds which have 
been already realized by the sale of lots have been 
devoted to paying the price of tho original pur- 
chase, laying out the grounds, enclosing them 
with a fence, erecting an entrance gate and poi^ 
tal, and a cottage, and other structures for Uie 
accommodation of the superintendent, and defray- 
ing the incidental expenses. Tho expenditures 
have already amounted, asgappears by the Treas- 
urer's Report, to upwards of twenty-five Uiousand 
dollars ; and the proceeds of tho sales have fallen 
short of tliis amount by about two tliousand dol- 
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lars; so that as yet the expenditures have ex- 
ceeded the income. It lias always been the 
understanding of the Society, that all the funds, 
which should he ohtain(*<l by the sales of the lots, 
should, aOer defraying the annual cxi)enses of the 
establishment, be a]>plied exclu^<ively to the pre- 
servation, rejmir, ornament, and ]>ennanent im- 
provement of the Garden and Cemetery ; and 
never to the private emolument of any of the 
memliers — and, indeed, this constituted the fun- 
dament^d object of those, who have become the 
proprietors of lots. It is due also to the gentle- 
men, whose public spirit matured the design, to 
state, that it was their primary object to exclude 
all private speculation and interests from the 
undertaking ; and, by a wise and fixed ]K>licy, to 
secure all the funds, which should arise from its 
success, to public purposes of an enduring and 
pennanent character. The Society has sanctioned • 
tlieso views. It was believed that a generous 
community would foster the design ; and, by a 
timely liberality, in the purchase of lots, would ' 
enable tlie Society to make this 
for the Dead at the same time tl 
just pride of the Living. The 
great pleasure in stating that 
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expectations liave not been disapiKiintcd. Mount 
Aiibiini has already become a ]>lace of general 
rcsoit and interest, n» well to strangers as to citi- 
zens ; and its shades and ]»atlis, ornamented with 
monumental stnictures, of various beauty and 
clegjince, have already given solace and tran- 
quilhVJng reflections to many an aftlicted heart, 
and awakened a dei*p moral sensibility in many \ 
a pious bosom. The Committee look fonvanl, 
with incre;ising confiilence, to a steady public 
patronage, which shall supply all tlic means 
necessary for the accomjdishment of all the in- 
teresting objects of the establishment. 

Relying on this ]>atronagc, the Committee in- 
dulge the hojK) that the period is not far distant, 
when, by the sale of lots, the Society will bo 
cnableil to enclose all the grounds with a pcnna- 
nent wall ; to erect a Temple of simple and 
classical character, in which the service over tlie 
dead may be perfonned by clergymen of every 
denomination ; to add extensively to the beauty 
and productiveness of the Garden ; and, a1x>ve all, 
to lay the foundation of an accumulating fund, 
the income of which shall be peq>etually devoted 
to the preservation, embellishment, and improve- 
ment of the grounds. This last object tlie Com- 
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mittco (Iccm of tlio lii<;lic8t importanco to the 
peqietuity of Uic cstftbliHliineiit ; and it cannot bo 
contemplated with too much caro and earnestness 
in all the future arrangements of tho Society. 
In addition to these objects^ the Committee would 
suggest the propriety of making arrangements 
for the admission of water from Fn^h Pond into 
tho ]ionds of tho Cemetery ; and| after passing 
through them, of conducting it into Charles River. 
Such a measure would add to the sahibrity of tho / 
ponds, as well as improve the general aspect and 
effect of the whole scenery. It is lK*Iieved that 
this measure may be accomplished at a com]nira- 
tivcly small exiiense, whenever the funds of the 
Society will admit of a suitable appropriation. 
In tho meantime it seems desirable to secure, by 
some preliminary arrangement, the ultimate suc- 
cess of the project. 

The Committee would further state, that by 
the Report of the Treasurer it appears, that tho 
whole number of lots in tho Cemetery, which 
have been already sold, is 851, viz: — 175 lots 
in 1882, 76 loto in 1888, and 100 lots in 1884 ; 
and tho aggregate sum produced by these sales is 
•28,225.72. Tlie wholq expenditures incurred 
during tlie same years amount to $25,211.88. 
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The balance of cash aiul other available funds 
now in the hanck of the Treasurer are $r>403.32. 
Tlio Committee are of opinion, tliat reliance may 
safely be placed ui>on the future sales of lots to 
defray the expenses of the current year ; and tliat, 
then*fore, a ]K>rtion of the funds now on hand 
may be pro|K*rly applied to the reduction of tlio 
remaining debts due by the S<K*iety. 

The Committee would further state, that since 
the month of August, 18-)3, there have been ninc- 
ty-three intennents at Mount Auburn ; eighteen 
tombs have been built ; sixteen monuments have 
been erected ; and sixty-eight lots have been turfed 
and otherwise oniamented. It is understotnl that 
other monuments are in progress, and will bo 
erected in a short time* 

The Committee would further state, that find- 
ing the grounds at Mount Auburn were visited 
by unusual concourses of i)eoi>]e on Sundays, and (/ 
that the injuries done to the grounds and shrub* 
bery were far greater on those occasions Uian 
any otiier, circumstances which it is unnecessary 
to mention, they deemed it tlieir duty, as well in 
reverence for the day, as in reference to Uie per- 
manent interests of the establishment, and a 
regard to tho foelings of the community, to make 
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a regtilation ]>ro]iibitiiig any i)crsons except pro- / 
prietom ai\d tliciV fnmilies, and the i>ersons ac- 
coni])(inying thoni, from entering the grounds 
on Sundays. The etFects of this regulation have 
been highly beneficial. It has not only given 
quiet to the neighborhood, and enabled pro- 
prietors and their families to visit their lots on 
Sundays under circumsUuices of more seclusion, 
tranquillity, and solemn religious feelings ; but it 
has ]nit a stop to many of the depredations, which 
tlioughtless and mischievous i^rsons had been too 
apt to indulgo in, in their recreations on that 
day. Several other regidations liave been made, 
whicli ex]Krience liad shown to be indis)>ensa1*le 
to the due security and uses of the Cemetoiy. 
T]io most important among these is tlio closing 
the gates at sunset and oi>ening them at sunrise. 
And it may bo obser>'cd of all these regulations, 
tlmt wliile they allow a free access to the grounds 
to all visitors at reasonable times, and in a rea- 
sonable manner, they are calculated to prevent 
any desecration of them under false pretexts, oi^ .1 
by secret misconduct. 

The Committee would further state, that in 
pursuance of the vote of the Society, at their last 
annual meeting, they made an application to the 
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Legislature of tlic Coniinonwcaltli, at im Inst ses- 
sion, for adclitionni provisions to aid tlic general 
objects of the Sucicty, The I^^gislaturc accord- 
ingly passed an act, entitled 'An act in further 
addition to an act to incorporate tlic Massachu- 
setts Horticultural Society,' M'hich is entirely 
satisfactory to the Committee, They thercforo 
beg leave to recommend, that the Society should, 
by a formal vote, accept the same. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JosKFU Story, Chairman. 

Sei4. 20, 1834.** 
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HTMN SUNG AT THE CONSECRATION. 

WBimir BT Tin Rbt. Joom PiSBFOinr, 

To thoOf God, in humUo trutt, 
Our hoarts ihoir dicorful inconso boniy 

For thb ihj word, •• Thoa art of dust, 
And anto dost shali thou rotum." 

F^r, what woro lifo, lifo's work all done, 
The hopot, jojs, lores, that oling to daj. 

All, all, departed, one bj one, 
And jet life's load borne on for aye I 

Deoaj ! Deeaj ! 'tis stamped on all ! • 

All bloom, in flower and flosh, sball &de*; 

To whispering trees, when we shall fiill. 
Be our long sleep beneath jour shade ! 



Here to thj bosom, mother Barth, 

Take baek, in peaee, what thou hast giyen; 
And aU that is of heavenlj l>irth, 

OGoD iBpsaee,ieeaUtoheafeQ! 



'f 
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AN ACT 

TO INCORPORATE TUB PROPRIETORS OF THE 

CEMETERY AT MOUNT AUBURN. 

1835. 

Section 1. Bo it enacted by tlio Senate and 
House of Representatives^ in General Court as- 
sembled, and by the authority of the same, That 
Joseph Stoty, John Davis, Jacob Bigclow, Isaac 
Parker, George Bond, and Charles P. Curtis, 
together with such otlier persons as are proprio- 
tors of lots in the Cemetery at Mount Auburn, in 

Ai.^ 4 ^ Cambridge and Watertown, in the 

rliddlesex, and who shall in writing 

assent to tliis Act, their successors 

be and they hereby are created a 

by the name of the Proprietors of 

7 of Mount Auburn, and they shall 
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have all tlio powers and privileges contained in 
the statute of the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-three, chapter eighty-three. 

Section 2. Bo it furtlier enacted, That the 
said Coq)oration may take and hold in fee simple 
the Garden and Cemetery at Mount Auburn, 
now held by the Massachusetts Horticultural So- 
ciety, and any other lands adjacent thereto, not 
exceeding fifty acres in addition to said Garden and 
Cemetery, ujion Uic same trusts and for the same 
purposes, and with the same powers and privileges 
as the said Massachusetts Horticultural Society 
now hold the same by virtue of the statute of the 
year one thousand eight hundred and tliirty-one, 
chapter sixty-nine ; and may also take and hold 
any personal estate not exceeding in value fifty 
thousand dollars, to be applied to purposes con- 
nected with and appropriate to the objects of said 
establishment. 

Section 3. Be it.further enacted. That all pet^ 
sons who sliall liereafter become proprietors of 
lots in said Cemetery, of a size not less, each, 
than three hundred square feet, shall thereby 
become members of tlie said Corporation. 

Section 4. Be it fi^rther enacted. That the 
officers of the said Corporation shall consist of 
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not less than seven nor more than t^vclvc Trus- 
tees, a Treasurer, Secretar)*, and such other offi- 
cers as they may direcU The Trustees shall bo 
elected annuallyi at the annu.il meeting, and shall 
hold their offices until others arc chosen. And 
they shall chooso one of their number to be Presi- 
dent, who shall be also President of the Corpo- 
ration ; and they shall also chooso the Secretary 
and Treasurer, either from their own body or at 
large. And the said Trustees shall have tlio 
general management, suix;rintendence, and caro 
of the property, expenditures, business, and pru- 
dential concerns of the Corporation, and of tho 
sales of lots in the said Cemetery, and tliey shall 
make a report of their doings to the Corporation 
at their annual meeting. Tho Treasurer shall 
give bonds for the faithful discharge of tho duties 
of his office, and shall have the sui>erintendenco 
and management of the fiscal concerns of tho 
Corporation, subject to tho revision and control 
of the Trustees, to whom ho shall mako an an- 
nual report, which shall bo laid before tlio Cor- 
poration at their annual meeting* And th 
Secretary shall bo under oatli for tho faithful 
performance of the duties of his office, and shall 
record the doings at all meetings of tho Corporar 
tion and of tho Trustees. 
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Section 6. Be it further enacted, That the 
annual meetings of said Corporation shall be 
holden at such time and place as the by-laws 
shall direct, and the Secretary shall ^ve notice 
tlicrcof in one or more newspapers, printed in 
Boston, seven days at least before the time of 
moetmg. And special meetings may be called 
by the Trustees in tlie same manner, unless 
otherwise directed by tlie by-laws; or by the 
Secretary, in tlie same manner, ui>on the written 
request of twenty members of tlie Corporation. 
At all -meetings, a qucnrum for baniness shall con- 
nst of not less than seven members; and any 
business may be transacted, of which notice shall 
be given in the advertisements for the meeting, 
and all questions shall be decided by a majority of 
the members present, and voting either in person 
or by proxy. 

Section 6. Be it further enacted. That as soon 
as the said Corporation shall have received from 
the Massachusetts Horticultural Socie^ a legal 
conveyance of the said Garden and Cemetery 'at 
Mount Auburn, the Massadiusetts Horticultural 
Society sluUl cease to have any rights, powers, 
and authorities over the same ; and all the rights, 
powers, and authorities, trusts, immunities, and 
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privileges conferred upon the said Society, and 
upon the proprietors of lots in the said Cemctevy 
in and by virtue of the first section of the statute 
of the year one tliousand eight hundred and tliirty- 
onCf cimpter sixty-nine, shall be transferred to and 
exercised by the Corporation created by tliis Act ; 
and the same sliall, to all intents and purposes, 
apply to die said Corporation, and all proprietors 
of lots in the said Cemetery, with the same force 
and effect as if the same were herein specially 
enacted, and tlie said Corporation substituted for 
the Massachusetts Horticultural Society hereby. 

Section 7. Be* it further enacted. That any 
person who shall wilfully destroy, mutilate, do* 
face, injure, or remove any tomb, monument, 
gravestone, or other structure placed in the 
Cemetery aforesaid, or any fence, railing, or 
other work for tlie protection or ornament of any 
tomb, monument, gravestone, or other structure 
aforesaid, or (^ any Cemetery lot, within the limits 
of the Garden and Cemetery aforesaid, or shall 
wilfully destroy, remove, cut, break, or injure any 
tree, shrub, or plant within the limits of the said 
Garden and Cemetery, or shall shoot or discharge 
any gun or other firearm within the said limits, 
shall be deemed goil^ of a misdemeanor, and 
U 
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•halU upon conviction thereof before any Justice 
of tlie Peace, or other court of competent juris- 
diction within tlie county of MiddlcseXi bo 
punished by a fine not less Uian Five Dollars nor 
more than Fifty Dollars, according to the nature 
and aggravation of tlie offence ; and such offender 
shall also be liable, in an action oi trespass, to be 
brought against him in any court of competent 
jurisdiction, in the name of the Proprietors oi the 
Cemetery c( Mount Auburn, to pay all suck 
damages as slmll have been occasioned by his un- 
lawful- act or acts ; whicb money, when recov- 
ered, shall bo applied by the ^d Corporation, 
under the direction of tlie Board of Trustees, to 
the reparation and restoration of the property 
destroyed or injured as above, and members of 
the said Corporation shall be competent witnesses 
in such suits. 

Seetim 8. Be it further enacted. That the 
lots in said Cemetery shall be indivisible; and 
upon the death t^ any proprietor of any lot in the 
said Cemetery containing not less tlian three hun- 
dred square feet, the devisee of such lot, or the 
heir at law, as the easemay be, shall be entitled 
to all the privileges of membership as aforesaid ; 
and if there be more than one devisee or heir at 



y Google 



ACTS OP THX LBOULATUEB. 211 

law of each lot, the board c( Trustees for tlie time 
being shall designate which of the said devisees or 
heirs at law sliall represent the said lot, and veto 
in the meetings of the Corporation ; -^ which 
designation shall continue in force, until by death, 
removal, or other eflicient cause, anoUier design** 
tion shall become necessary ; and, in making such 
designation the Trustees shall, as fiir as Uicy con* 
veniendy may, give the preference to males over 
females, and to proximity of Uood and priority 
of age, having due regard, however, to proximity 
of residence* 

Section 9. Be it furtlier enacted, Tliat it shall 
be lawful for the said Corporation to take and hold 
any grant, donation or bequest of property, upon 
trust, to apply the income tliereof, under the direc- 
tion of the board of Trustees, for the improvement 
or embellishment of the said Cemetery or of the 
Garden adjacent thereto, or of any buildings, 
structures, or fences erected or being erected upon 
tlie lands of the said Corporation, or of any indi- 
vidual proprietor of a lot in tlie Cemetery, or for 
the repair, preservation, or renewal of any tomb, 
monument, gravestone, fence, or railing, or other 
erection in or around any Cemetery lot, or fiar 
the planting and cultivati<m of trees, shmbsi 
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flowers, or plants, in or around any Cemetery lot, 
according to the terms of such grant, donation, 
or bequest ; and the Supreme Judicial Court in 
this Commonwealtli, or any other court therein 
having equity jurisdiction, shall have full power 
and jurisdiction to compel the due performance of 
the said trusts, or any <^ tliem, upon a bill filed 
by a proprietor of any lot in the said Cemetery 
for that purpose. 

Section 10. Be it furtlier enacted as fol- 
lows :—* First, That the present proprietors of 
lots in die said Cemetery, who shall become menu 
bers of the Corporation created by this Act, sliall 
henceforth cease to bo members of tlie said Horti- 
cultural Society, so far as their membership tlierein 
depends on tlieir being proprietors of lots ip tlie 
Kud Cemetery. Secondly, Tliat the sales of the 
Cemetery lots shall continue to be made as fast as 
it is practicable by the Corporation created by this 
Act, at a price not Idss than the sum of sixty 
dollars for eveiy lot containing three hundred 
square feet, and so in prop<Mrtion for any greater 
or less quantity, unless the said Horticultural So- 
dety and the Corporatioii created by this Act, 
shall mutually agree to s^l the same at a less 
price. Thirdly, That the proceeds of the first 
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sales c( such lots, after deducting tlio annual ex- 
penses of tlio Cemetery establishment, shall bo 
applied to the extinguishment of tlie present debts 
duo by the said Horticultural Society on account 
of the said Ganlen and Cemetery. And after 
the extinguishment of die said debts, the balance 
of the said proceeds, and proceeds of all future 
sales, shall annually, on tlie first Monday of every 
year, be divided between the said Ilorticidtural 
Society and the CoqHiration created by this Act, 
in manner following, namely: — Fourteen hun- 
dred dollars shall be first deducted from the gross 
proceeds of the sales of lots during the preceding 
year, for the purpose of defraying tlie Superin- 
tendent's salary and other incidental expenses of 
the Cemetery establishment; and tlio residue of 
die said gross proceeds shall be divided between 
the said Horticultural Society and die Corporation 
created by diis Act, as follows, namely; — One 
fourth part thereof shall be received by and paid 
over to the said Hordcultural Society, on the first 
Monday of January of every year, and the re» 
maining three fourth parts shall bo detained and 
held by the Corporadon created by this Act, to 
their own use forever. And if die sales of any j 

year shall be less than fourteen hundred dollars, 
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^ then the deficiency shall be a charj^o on the sales 
of the sacceeding year or years. Fourthly, The 
money so received by tlie said Horticultural So- 
ciety shall be forever devoted and applied by the 
said Society to the purposes of an experimental 
I garden, and to promote the art and science of 

!; Horticulture, and for no other purpose. And the 

t' money so retained by the Corporation created by 

i! thb Act, shall be forever devoted und applied to 

J! the preservation, improvement, embellishment, 

|, and enlargement of the said Cemetery and Gar- 

I den, and the incidental expenses thereof, and for 

no other purpose whatsoever. Fiftlily, A Com* 
f mitteo of tlie said Horticultural Society, duly 

appointed for this purpose, shall, on the first 
Monday o( January t^ every year, have a .right 
to inspect and.examino the books and accounts of 
j. * the Treasurer, or other officer acting as Treasurer 

^ of the Corporation created by this Act, as far as 

may be necessary to ascertain the sales of lots of 
the preceding year. 

SeeHon 11. Be it further enacted. That any 

[' three or more of the persons named in this Act 

•hall have authority to call the first meeting of the 

^ taid Corporation, by an advertisement in one or 

\\ more newspapers, printed in the City of Boston, 
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seven days, at least, before the time of holding 
such meeting, and specifying the time and place 
thereof. And all proprietors of lots, who shall 
before, at, or during the time of holding such 
meeting, by writing, assent to this Act, shall be 
entitled to vote in person or by proxy at die said 
first meeting. And at any such meeting or any 
such adjournment thereof, any elections may be 
had, and any business done, which are herein 
authorized to be had and done at an annual meet- 
ing, although tlie same may not be specified in 
the notice for the said meeting. And Uie first 
Board of Trustees, chosen at the said meeting, 
shall continue in oflice until the annual meeting of 
the said Corporation next ensuing their choice, 
and until another Board are chosen in their stead, 
in pursuance t^ this Act 

Section 12. Be it furtlier enacted, That tlie 
said Cemetery shall be and hereby is declared 
exempted from all public taxes, so long as the 
same shall remain dedicated to the purposes of a 
Cemetery. 
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AH ACT IN ADOmOV TO **AH ACT TO XKCORPO- 
RATB THX PROPRIETORS OP THX CEMETERY 



,;i 1850. 



Be. it enacted bjr tlie Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and 
by tlie authority of Uie same, as follows : 
i The Corporation known as the Proprietors of 

the Cemetery of Mount Auburn, may purchase 
and hold in. fee simple, or otlierwise, any real 
estate or any interest in any real estate situate 
and lying in the towns of Cambridge and Water* 
town, in the County of Middlesex, anything in . 
the act of this Legislature passed March thirty- 
first, A. D., eighteen hundred and thir^-five, 
^ entitled ** An Act to incorporate the Proprietors 
of the Cemetery of Mount Auburn ** — * to the 
contrary notwithstanding ; Provided alway^^ that 
suck real estate by the said Corporation so pur* 
chased, holden and possessed, as aforesaid, under 
the provisions of this Act, shall not, at any one 
time, exceed one hundred acres in extent, in ad- 



t!j dition to whatever the said Corporation now holds, 

^ I or is entitled to hold, by virtue of the Act to 

which this Act is in addition as aforesaid. 



I 
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AW ACT IV ADDtnOX TO AN ACT KSfTITLBD **A2f 
ACT TO XNCORPORATB THX MASSACHUSXTTS 
UOXTICULTURAL SOCIETT.** 

1831. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives, in General Court as- 
semblcdf and by the autliority of die same, Tliat 
the Massachusetts Horticultural Society be and 
hereby are authorized, in addition to die ]K>wers 
already conferred on them, to dedicate and appro- 
priate any part of the real estate now owned or 
hereafter to be purchased by tliem, as and for a 
Rural Cemetery or Burying Ground, and for the 
erection of Tombs, Cenotaphs, or other Monu- 
ments, for or in memory of the dead : and for this 
purpose to lay out die same in suitable lots or 
other subdivisions, for family and other burying 
places ; and to plant and embellish the same with 
shrubbery, flowers, trees, walks, and other rural 
ornaments, and to enclose and divide the same 
widi proper walls and enclosures, and to make 
and annex thereto other suitable appendages and 
conveniences, as the Socie^ shall from time to 
time deem expedient. And whenever the said 
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Ill Society shall so lay out and appropriate any of 

jll their real estato for a Cemetery or Burying 

III Ground, as aforesaid, the same shall be deemed 

!j: a perpetual dedication thereof for the purposes 

aforesaid ; and the real estate so dedicated shall 

bo forever held by the said Society in trust for 

It such purposes, and for none other. And tlio said 

|; Society shall have authority to grant and convey 

!;i to any person or persons tlie sole and exclusive 

ji: right of burial, and of erecting tombs, cenotaphs, 

|;[ and other monuments, in any such designated lots 

I i and subdivisions, upon such terms and conditions, 

and subject to such regulations as the siud Socic^ 

I * sliall by Uieir by-kws and regulations prescribe. 

And evevy right so granted and conveyed sliall 

be held for the purposes aforesaid, and foe none 

' other, as real estate, by the proprietor or proprie- 

'j' • torsther^f, and shall not be subject to attach* 

ment or execution. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, That for 
the purposes of this Act, tlie said Society shall be 
and hereby are authorized to purchase and hold 
; any real estate not exceeding ten thousand dol- 

lars in value, in addition to the real estate which 
ii they are now by law autkoriied to purchase and 

i ; hold. And to enable the said Sode^ more efiect- 



*yD,gitized by Google 



ACTS or THE USCm^TVRE* 210 

xMy to cany the plan aforciiaul into cflTcct, an«l 
to provide funds for the same, tlie said Society 
shall be and hereby are authorised to open sub- 
scription books, upon such terms, conditions, and 
reguhitions as die said Society sliall prescribe, 
whioh shall be deemed fundamental and per- 
petual articles between the said Society and the 
subscribers. And every person who shall become 
a subscriber in conformity thereto, shall be deemed 
a member for life of the said Society without the 
payment of any other as.sessment whatsoever ; and 
shall moreover be entitled, in fee simple, to the 
sole and exclusive right of using, as a place of 
burial, and of erecting tombs, cenotaphs, and other 
monuments, in such lot or subdivision of. such 
Cemetery or Burying Ground, as shall, in con- 
formity, to such fundamental articles, be assigned 
to him. 

Section 3. Be it further enacted, Tliat the 
President c( the Society shall have authority to 
call any special meeting or meetings of tlie said 
Society, at such time and place as he sliall direct, 
for the purpose of carrying into effect any or all 
the purposes of this Act, or any other purposes 
within the purview of the original Act to which 
this Act is in addition. 
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;S'; A2C ACT IK ADDITION TO ** AK ACT TO INCORPO- 

J;l 

!1i AATE TIIB PROPRIETORS OF THE CEMETERY 

!'' 

if' OF MOUNT AUBURK/* 









Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives in General Court assembled, and by 
the authority of tlie same, as follows ; 

Section 1. The Corporation known as the 
Proprietors of the Cemetery of Mount Auburn 
may grant and convey to tlio heirs at law, devi- 
sees, or trustees oi any deceased person, any lot 
or lots, and additions to Uie same, in said Ceme- 
tery, for tlie purpose of burial, or of erecting 
tombs, cenotaphs, and other monuments, in and 
upon the same, to bo held by the grantees in ac- 
cordance widi the provisions of Section Eight of 
the Act creating said Corporation. 

Seeiion 2. Said ^Corporation may grant and 
convey to any otlier corporate body, its successors 
and assigns, any lot or lots, and additions thereto, 
for the purposes aforesaid, which lot or lots, if 
containing more than three hundred square feet, 
may be represented by the president, treasurer, 
or such other oflScer a| may be derignated by 
such corporate body. 
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Thb code of By*law8 contains regulations for 
the most port additional to, or explanatory of^ 
those contained in the Act of Incorporation. 

PBOPBIBTOES AXD PEITXLEOBS. 

Abt. 1. A proprietor holding not less tlian 
tliree hundred feet of land is a member (^ the 
Corporation! and| as such, is entitled to vote at 
meetings, and to hold a ticket admitting himself 
and his household to drive into the Cemeteiy. A 
proprietor holding less than three hundred feet is 
entitled to hold a like ticket of admission, but has 
not the right of votmg. 

XEBTIXOS. 

Akt. 2. The annual meeUng of tlie Corpo- 
ration shall be held in Boston, after due notifica* 
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lion, oil the first Monday in Fcbmaryt in tho 
afternoon. At this meeting, the report of the 
Trustees for the preceding year shall be read, 
also the reports of the Treasurer and Superin- 
tendent. Tlie Trustees for Uie ensuing year sliall 
be elected by ballot, and other business specified 
in tho advertisement may be transacted. If the 
Secretary neglect duly to call the annual meeting, 
a special meeting slmll be called in the manner 
prescribed in tho Act of Incorporation, and said 
spec^ meeting shall be the annual meeting for 
the year in which it is held. 

TRVSTIBS AND OmCERS. 

Art. 8. The first meeting of tho Trustees 
shall be called by the Secretary, and be held 
witliin two weeks after tlie annual meeting of the 
Cor|K>ration. At this meeting there shall be 
chosen by ballot, a, President, Secretary, Treas- 
urer, a Committee 6i\ Finance, a Committee on 
Lots, a Comnuttee on Grounds, and a Committee 
on Regulations and Records o( Interments, for 
tlie ensuing year. A Superintendent and Super- 
intendent's Clerk, a Gate-keeper, and a Gardeneri 
sliall also be chosen by 6and vote ; and all salaries 
lor the ensuing year shall be fixed* The Trusr 
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tcct shall meet at least once a month, and five 
Trustees shall constitute a quorum. No order of 
the Board, except to adjourn, shall be valid, unless 
it has received the votes of at least five Trustees. 

Tlie President shall call a special meeting c( 
the Board, whenever requested in writing so to 
do by five Trustees. 

No Trustee sliall receive any salary, contract, 
or other emolument, for services rendered by him, 
while holding die office of Trustee; and neither 
the Superintendent, Gate-keeper, nor any other 
paid servant of the Corporation, shall have any 
interest whatever in any work or materials fiir^ 
nished for the Cemeteiy. 

FRBSIDENT. 

Art. 4. The President shall preside at meet- 
ings of the Corporation and of the Trustees ; he 
shall fix the time and place for special meetings ; 
he shall nominate all committees not otiierwise 
provided for ; and shall report in writing at the 
annual meeting the doings of the Trustees for tlie 
preceding year. In the absence oi tlie President, 
his place shall be supplied by a temporary chair- 
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S£CBETART. 

Art. 6. The Secretary shall notify and attend 
all meetings, and shall record the doings of the 
Corporation and of tlie Trustees. He shall pro- 
pare and superintend the advertisements and oUier 
publications of the Trustees and Corporation. He 
shall prepare all legal instruments, and shall give 
legal opinions on all subjects required by the Trus* 
tees. He shall have charge of the dellveiy of 
tickets, of Catalogues, and other publications of 
the Trustees. He shall prepare, countersign and 
record, in a book kept for the purpose, all deeds of 
conveyance of land in the Cemetery, and shall 
insert and keep in a portfolio, all plans duly made 
of lots for proprietors, and shall number the same, 
and keep an index by which they may conveni- 
ently be found. ^( ( 

The Secretary shall receive such salary as the 
Trustees may vote, together with the special fees 
designated for services to proprietors. 

TmxiuvmsB. 

Art. 6. The Treasurer shall give bonds in 
the sum of three thousand ddlars for the fiuthfol 
perfiNrmance of the dutiei of his office. He shall 
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have custody of the funds of the Corporatioiii 
under the direction of the Trustees. He sliall 
collect dues and pay bills approved by die Presi- 
dent, or by the cliairman of any committee duly 
authorizing an expenditure. lie shall keep Uio 
funds deposited in a bank to the credit .of *the Cor- 
poration, and draw the same as Treasurer. . He 
shall sign all conveyances. He shall preserve and 
file all papers relating to his official duties, and 
shall report at the annual meeting the receipts 
and disbursements for the last year, and tlie ex- 
isting state of tlie funds of tlie Corporation. 

The Compensation of the Treasurer shall consist 
in a commission on sales, to bo fixed annually by 
the Trustees. 

SUPERIXTEXDEXT. 

Art. 7. The Superintendent shall reside near 
the Cemetery, and, under the direction of the 
Trustees, shall have the general care and custody 
tliereof; shall keep the avenues, patlis, and 
grounds in neat and satisfactory order ; and, as 
agent for the Trustees, shall have tlie sole power 
to engage and discharge workmen on the ground, 
also to order .and arrange tlieir respective duties, 
and to pay their wages not otherwise provided for. 
16 
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He shall soe that the rights of the Corporation are 

respected by artists, mechanics, and laborers em- 

ployed on the ground by individual proprietors. 

He shall see that all regulations with regard to 

interments and the construction of tombs be duly 

complied with. He shall fulfil all contracts made 

I with proprietors for the repair of lots, and perform 

I; such other duties as the Trustees may require. 

He shall have the power to remove from the 

;j Cemetery improper and disorderly persons, also 

J! to abate nuisances, and remove rubbish and un- 

: { necessary incumbrances. He shall keep, in books 

,u, provided for the purpose, regular and accurate 

!{ records of all interments, including the names and 

^ I ages of persons interred, and Uie place and date 

of their interment ; also of all monuments greeted, 

j and lots inclosed, sodded, or otherwise improved ; 

! ' also of all moneys received or disbursed by him, 

i\ whether for wages^ fees, improvement of lots, 

'I sales of wood or other articles, purchases made, or 

.1 services rendered. On the first day of every 

;! month, or ofiener if required by the Trustees^ he 

I shall render to the Treasurer copies of said ac- 

i' eonnts, with proper vouchers, and pay over to 

' him all moneys remaimng in his hands. The 

compensation of the Superin|flndent shall be a 
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salary, and the use of a house, with no other 
perquisitet. 

svpimurTiwDBifT^s CLsax. 

Art. 8. Tho Superintendent*! Clerk sliall 
assist the Superintendent by keeping die books, 
and performing such other duties as the Superin- 
tendent nwy require, and as are not incompatible 
with other duties required by the Trustees. 

OATE-KSEPEB. 

Art. 9. The Gate-keeper shall attend the 
gate from sunrise to sunset, every day in the 
week, and see to the enforcement of the rules 
respecting admittance. 

OAlDBirEB. 

Art. 10. The Gardener, under the direction 
of the Superintendent, shall take charge of and 
keep in repair, the lots of such proprietors as 
may apply to him for that service, and on such 
terms as may be agreed on between the parties ; 
he shall also keep for sale at some convenient 
place designated by the Trustees, shrubs, trees, 
and flowers, and be ready to furnish, plant, or 
cultivate the same at his own expense, and for 
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such prico and remuneration as may be agreed 
«n with tlie purchaser. 

comciTTBis. 

Art. 11. Standing Committees shall he cho- 
sen by ballot, other Committees may be chosen by 
hand rote. Vacancies occurring in any Com- 
mittee shall be filled in the same manner as that 
in which said Committee was chosen, and vacan- 
cies in Standing Committees shall be filled at a 
meeting subsequent to that in which the vacancy 
is announced. No Committee shall expend more 
than one hundred dollars on any one object, unless 
authoriaod so to do by vote of the Trustees. 

COMVITTBB OK riKAKCB. ^ 

Art. 12. The Committee on Finance shall 
consist of two Trustees. They shall direct the 
Treasurer in regard to all sales and all invest* 
mcnts of the funds of the Corporation not other- 
wise provided for, or any part of the same. They 
shall also act as auditors, and shall examine the 
Treasurer's accounts b^ore each annual meeting, 
and satisfy themselves in regard to the. correctness 
of said accounts, also int regard to the safe preser- 
tation of all evidences of proper^ belonging to 
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tho Corporation ; and thoj shall annex tlicir re* 
port to Uie annual report of tho Treasurer. 

COXXITTSS OW LOTS. 

Art. 13. The Committee on Lots sliall consist 
of three Trustees. They sludl have Uio general 
supervision of all sales, locations, and enlargo* 
ments of lots, also of all questions of right hctween 
individual proprietors, or between proprietors and 
tho Corporation. No transfer or conveyance of 
land by the Corporation sliall take place until it 
has received tlie approval, in writing, of a majority 
of the Committee on Lots. If an appeal to the 
Trustees is made by any party in interest, before 
the delivery of a deed, the Secretary shall deky 
acting until the case has been brought before the 
Trustees, and acted upon by them. The Com^ 
mittee on Lots shall have power, subject to tho 
concurrence of the Trustees, to contract with any 
proprietor for the repair of his lot perpetually, or 
for an indefinite time. They shall at least twice 
in each year inspect the lots which the Trustees 
have undertaken to keep in repair, and see that 
the trust is duly executed. 
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COMMXTTBI OK OROVKDS. 

Art. 14. The Committee on Grounds shall 
consist ct five Trustees. Tkej shall have general 
charge of the grounds, trees, avenues, and paths 
in the Cemetcrjr, with power to make such altera* 
lions, repurs, and improvements therein, as they 
sliall deem expedient. But no avenues or paths 
shall be changed in utuation, without the consent 
of the Trustees expressed by vote. 

COMMXTTBS OK BZOULATIOKS AKD XXCORDS 07 
XWTBRMEirTS. 

Art. 15. Tlie Committee on Regulations and 
Records of Interments, shall consist of two Trus- 
tees. They shall superintend the general subject 
of interments, and see that the laws of the Com- 
monwealth and those of the Cer etety, in relation 
thereto, be complied with. They shall, from time 
to time, inspect the records and accounts of the 
Superintendent, and see that the same are suitably 
kept 

XlTTXaXSKTS. 

Art. 16. No interment shall be made at 
Mount Auburn until such a permit as maybe 
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required by the laws of the Commonwealth, or of 
the city or town from which Uie deceased may be 
brought, together with an order from the proprii^ 
tor of the lot in which such interment is to be 
made, or from his legal representative, shall liave 
been presented at the gate, nor until tlie fees shall 
have been paid. 

Until otherwise ordered, two dollars and fifty 
cents shall be charged for digging a grave and 
making an interment, and fifty cents additional for 
recording tlie same. A deduction of one dollar 
shall be made from the above charges for a child 
under ten years of age. For each interment in. 
a tomb, a charge shall be made by the Superin- 
tendent, according to the amount of service ren* 
dored in the case* 

The particulars and amounts of fees for burial 
shall be printed on the back of the order from the 
proprietor, together with the words, '* payable at 
the time of interment** 

LOTS AHD SPACSS. 

Art. 17. Lots shall be laid out by tlie Super- 
intendent, subject to the approval of the Com- 
mittee on Lots. In all future sales of lots, a space 
of not less than three nor more than six feet in 
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it! . • 

widthi at the discretion of the Committoe on Lots, 
' t> shall be reserved between the fence limits of di& 

' 1 1: 

ferent lots, anless otherwise ordered by vote of 
tlie Trustees. 

The land left vacant as intermediate space be- 
tween lots in Mount Auburn, and not exceeding 
ten feet in width' between any two lots, may be 
sold to the nearest lot holder or holders, at one 
tliird of the selling prices per foot at the time of 
said' sale, with the condition that said land shall 
Ibrever be kept open and without interments: 
provided that, if the Committee on Lots deem it 
in expedient in any special case to make such sale, 
the question may be submitted to the Board of 
Trustees. 

The price of a full lot, until otherwise ordered, 
shall be one hundred and fifty dollars, or fifty 
cents per square foot. Enlarged lots, small lots, 
and land additional to lots, will be sold at a cor- 
responding rate per* foot. Choice lots in such 
places as the Trustees may designate, will be held 
at an advanced price. 

No lots shall be gratuitously conveyed to pub*, 
lie bodies or private individuals. 
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PVBLXO LOTS. 

Art. 18. Interments may bo made in tlio 
public lots belonging to the Ccmeteryi and tho 
graves numbered on stone, on payment of twelvo 
dollars each, together with tlio customary fees 
payable in other cases of interment; but no 
slab| moniunentf or fence shall be erected upon 
or around said graves without tho approval of Uie 
Committee on Lots ; and, in caso tlie body thus 
interred u removed from the Cemetery, Uio right 
is thereby vacated, and no allowance is made by 
the Corporation. 

SALES AXD COirVSTAXCES. 

Art. 19, Lots applied for by purchasers shall 
be laid out by tlie Superintendent, subject to Uie 
approval of tlio Committee on Lots. Upon tlie 
selection of a lot, tlie Superintendent shall issue 
to the party intending to purchase a certificate, 
living him a right to pay for the lot at any time 
within five days, if the sale shall be approved by 
the Committee on Lots; otherwise the bargaui 
for sale shall be void. If the sale is approved by 
a minority of said Conmiittee, the purchaser sliall 
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':i 

'} then pay to the Treasurer the customary or stipu* 

1^ latcd price of the lot sold hinii and the Secretary's 

foe of one dollar, and receive a certificate therefor. 
The Secretary, on receiving tlie Treasurer's order 
for the deed of said lot, shall make, record, and 
return said deed to the Treasurer, who will de- 
liver the same to the purchaser, upon his present* 
ing the certificate, and receipting for said deed. 
In any doubtful case the Secretary or Treasurer 
shall ask instruction from the Trustees before exe- 
cuting a deed. 

No deed of any lot shall be issued to more than 
one grantee ; nor to any person as trustee, execu- 
tor, or administrator, except by the vote of tho 
I Trustees, or tlie authority of the Committee on 

Lots. Tills rule is not to apply to heirs at law, 
devisees, or trustees of a deceased person, or to a 
corporate body, in accordance with a provision of 
|| the Legislature of Massachusetts, passed April 6th, 

I' 1859. No deed of any lot shall contain any 

t special declaration of trust, without a vote, of 

the Trustees therefor. 

All deeds of conveyance by the Corporation 
shall be under the coi^mon seal, which shall be 
that heretofore adopted ; and signed by the Trea- 
surer, and countersigned by the Secretaiyt and 



* / Digitized by Gdbgle 



BT-LAW8. 285 

recorded in the books of the Corporation. One 
dollar shall be paid to the Sccrotaiy for recording 
any deed of transfer, and giving the due certificate 
of the same. 

The forms of conveyance given in Appendix A, 
shall be used until otherwise ordered hj the 
Trustees. 

*LOTS OF DECBASSD PROPRISTOIS. 

Art. 20. When the devisee of a deceased 
proprietor of any lot in the Cemetery shall desire 
to place upon the record of the deed of said lot, at 
the Sccretaiy's ofiice, the evidence of his title to 
the same, he may do so by producing a certified 
copy of the will of such proprietor (if the title is 
deducible therefrom), or of snch portion of said 
will as relates to said title ; and the same sliall be 
duly recorded in a book kept for that purpose, and 
proper reference thereto be made upon the margin 
of the original record. The Secretary shall re- 
ceive the affidavit d* any person who shall daim to 
be the sole heir at law of the deceased proprietor 
of any lot, in which the material facts necessaiy 
to support such daim shall be set forth, and he 
shall file the same with the papers of the Corpo- 
ration, with proper reference thereto, upon the 
margin of the original record. 
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Wlien the devisees or heirs at law of any do- 
ceased proprietor, or the guardian or trustee of 
such persons being infiintsi shall desire the ap- 
pointment of a person to represent the lot owned 
in common hj them, written application to tlie 
Trustees shall be made by them in that behalf 
Any person who shall be designated by any com- 
pany, society, or association, whether corporate or 
incorporate, which may own a lot of three hun- 
dred feet or more in the Cemetery, is authorized 
to represent such lot and vote at the meetings of 
the Corporation. Lots of less than three hundred 
square feet may be represented in the same manner 
as other lots for all purposes not conflicting with 
the charter, 

TJJLX% AWD POETFOLIOS, 

Art, 21* A large map or plan of the Ceme- 
tery shall be kept at < the Secretary's office, and a 
duplicate of the same at the Superintendent's office. 
On these shall be entered, under the direction of 
the Committee oh Lots, by a surveyor to be from 
time to time designated, by them, all avenues and 
paths duly named, and aU lots sold or laid out by 
the Corpormtioii duly numbered. If any avenue, 
path, or lot shall be given up, altered, or removed 
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by the Trustccsi a corresponding alteration shall 
be made, in the plan. 

The Secretary slmll procure and keep one or 
more portfolios, in which he sliall insert such 
plans as proprietors may respectively procure to 
be made of tlieir lots, such plans to be drawn by 
a surveyor approved by the Trustees, on paper of 
uniform size, which shall bo furnished by Uie 
Secretary, and no plans shall be introduced into 
the portfolio unless they shall liave been examined 
and approved by the Committee on Lots, or a 
majority of them, and certified by the Superin- 
tendent to be correct Proprietors shall pay Uie 
expense of their own plans, and one dollar to Uio 
Secretary for examining and introducing the same 
into the portfolio and placing tho name in the 
index. 

TBSEfl. * 

Art. 22. Trees standing within lots can be 
removed, if desired, by an application from the 
proprietor to the Superintendent, subject to tho 
approval of the Committee on Grounds. The 
• Committee on Grounds have likewise charge of 
the general subject of introducing and cultivating, 
also of trimming and removing trees and shrubs 
in other parts of the Cemetexy. 
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TOMBl. 

Art. 23. Lots for t6mli6 maybe told in places 
approved by the Trustees, and at prices fixed by 
them. Such tombs shall be made in a strong, 
tight, and durable manner, and, except in catar 
combs, — made as hereinafter described, — every 
part, including the door, shall be at least one foot 
underground. 

CATACOMBS. 

Art. 24. Catacomb tombs may be constructed 
in such places and manner as shall be approved 
by the Committee on Lots, with the entrance 
doon above ground ; but no bodies shall be placed 
in them, except in single compartments made 
satisfactory to the Superintendent, and closed so 
as to be hermetically tight, with brick or stone 
and cement. 

BBCBrVIKO TOMBS. 

Art. 25. Bodies may be deposited in the' re* 
ceiving tombs on payment of twenty dollars to the 
Superintendent or Treasurer. But if within four 
BMmths after intermentf the deposited body shall 
bo removed to any part of Mount Auburn, fifteen 
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dolIarB of the above sum shall be refunded, otlier- |{ 

wise the whole twenty dolhirs shall be forfeited i 

to the Corporation ; and the Superintendent shall 
remove the body to such place as shall be directed 
by the Committee on Grounds. But tlie friends 
or relatives, with the consent of tlie Superin- 
tendent, and in a legal way, may, at their own 
expense, remove said body from the Cemetery. 
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MONUMEVTS, STOVES, rSXCES, ETC 

Art. 26. Proprietors have the right to erect 
on their lots, fences, monuments, and stones, of 
appropriate character. Wooden fences and grave- 
stones of slate are hot permitted. Live hedges of 
small or moderate sixo are allowed. All founda- 
tions of monuments and otlier structures shall bo 
made satisfactory to the Superintendent, under 
the direction of the Committee on Lots. 

▲PPBOPlIATIOSfS. 

Art. 27. No appropriation of money exceed- 
ing one thousand dollars for any one object, unless 
it bo for the liquidation of a debt previously ex- 
isting, shall be made by the Trustees, except at a 
meeting at least seven days subsequent to the 
meeting in which the said appropriation has been i t 
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moved ; whereof tpeciiil notiee shall have been 
given. 

COLLECTIOH AKD PATMBVT OF MOVBT. 

Art. 28. All sums due the Corporation of 
one hundred dollars and upwards shall be paid to 
die Treasurer ; and all bills of like amount shall 
be paid bjr him; and all bills except those for 
labor sludl be approved either by the proprietor 
for whom tlie work is done, or by the Committee 
on Lots ; provided that nothing herein contained 
slmll be understood as conflicting with the pro* 
visions of any existing by-laws. 

&BPAIB FUKD. 

Art. 29. The Trustees will receive in trust 
from any proprietor, a sum of money not less than 
one hundred dollars, the income of which shall 
be appropriated to the repair of his lot, according 
to the terms of trust given in tlie Appendix. 

The Trustees may also guarantee the perpetual 
repair of lots, containing three hundred feet" and 
upwards, on the payment to the Treasurer of a 
sum not less than three hundred dollars, and of 
lots containing less than three hundred feet, on 
the payment of a sum not less than one hundred 
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dollars, according to the tcmis of tnist given in 
the Appendix. In tliis case, if tlie Reimir Fund 
should ever be lost, the whole property of tlie 
Corporation is held for the perpetual repair of 
such lots. 

All monies received from proprictorsi for tlie 
purpose of keeping lots in rei>sur, shall collectively 
constitute a separate fund, to be called the **Ro- ij 

pair Fund,** and shall be kept invested, under 
tlie direction of the Committee on Finance, in 
some public stock of this State, or of the National 
Government, or in the stock of some bank or 
banks of this State, or in some personal notes or 
obligations of private persons, secured by a satis- (1 

factory collateral pledge, or mortgage on interest. 

Each lot, in relation to which such contract 
shall have been made, shall be credited in a book 
kept for the purpose, with the principal sum given j 

on account of said lot, and at the close of each 
year, a ratable proportion of the net income of the 
whole Repair Fund, less one half per cent, shall be 
canned to tlie credit of each lot, and tlie proper *| 

entries made accordingly. |« 

The Treasurer shall keep the Superintendent j 

constantly informed as to all lots which the Cor- 
p<»ution have agreed to keep in repair, and shall ! \ 
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also state tlio sums paid by tlic proprietors as con- 
sideration for such agreements. ' 

A list of tlio lots, the repair of which has been 
contracted for by tlie Corporation, shall bo pub- 
lished in each edition of tlic Catalogue of pro- 
prietors, together with the names of the present 
owners, and tlio sums respectively paid on said 
lots. 

ADXITTAXCE. 

Art. 30. Tlio Secretary shall furnish to each 
proprietor who may request it, a ticket, entitling 
him and his household to drive with a carriago 
into the Cemetery. These tickets are not trans- 
ferable. 

In all cases where the Secretary is saUsBed, by 
a written peUtion to the Trustees, that the heirs 
or devisees in common of any lot havo agreed 
upon any one person to represent thO| same, ho 
may issue the ticket for such lot to the person 
designated in such petition as representative of 
such lot, to remiun good until the further action 
of tlie Board. Hie petition, however, shall be 
presented, with notice of the Secretary's action, 
« at tlie next meeting of the Trustees. 

The Secretary is authorized to issue more than 

\ / 

i ^ Digitized by GpOgle 



DY-LAWS. 243 I 

i 

one ticket upon one lot, wlicrc lie is satisfied tliat 
two or more persons are actual owners of a lot 
in fact, tliough the title is in the name of one 
only. 

The Secretary is authoriased to replace tickets 
which ho is satisfied are actually lost. But if the 
lost ticket is found, the duplicate sliall be returned 
to the Secretary. ' , • 

Strangers from a distance, also persons having 
business in the Ccmctcr)% ' may be admitted with i 

carriages on presenting a note or ticket of admis- 
sion signed by a Tntstee or by the Secretary or 
Treasurer. The Trustees, however, may from 
time to time pass such votes for the admission of 
strangers and other non-proprietors, and under 
such regulations as they may deem expedient. 

The public are, at present, allowed to walk into 
the Cemetery, except on Sundays and holidays. 
Persons having a relative or near friend interred 
there, may enter the Cemetery on Sundays and 
holidays, on presenting a card of admission from 
a Trustee, the Secretary, or Treasurer. All 
visitors are subject to the conditions and reguU- 
tions prescribed in the by-laws. 

' Teams, carts, and heavy loaded vehicles are * '* 

not allowed to enter the front gate without the ; ! 
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244 BY-LAWS. 

orclcr of a Trustee. No omnibuses arc allowed to 
enter the Cemetery. 

The rules, and regulations concerning visitors 
to tlic Cemetery sliall be as given in the Appendix 
until otlierwiso ordered by tlie Trustees. 

PVHERALS. 

Art. 31. Earijr notice of funerals should be 
given to the Superintendent on tlie ground at 
Mount Auburn. When a funeral arrives, a per- 
son will be in readiness at the gate to conduct the 
procession to the place of interment If military 
funerals on foot or on horseback are admitted, no 
music nor firing of volleys will be allowed within 
the Cemetery. 

ALTSEATIOXS OF BT-LAWS. 

Art. 32. No alteration nor addition shall be 
made in anj of the By-laws, unless the proposed 
alteration or addition shall have been submitted to 
the Trustees at a meeting at least seven days 
previous to the meeting at which it is to be 
acted upon. 
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FORI! FOR CONVEYANCE OF LOTS. 



Kxow AtL ^Ikx dt ToesK Vuntsn^ That tho Pro- 
prictori of the Cemetery of Mount Aubunii in oonsidcn- 
tion of dollon, paid to them 

by of the roeeipt of which it 

hereby acknowledged, do hereby grant, bargain, scl), and 
convey to tho laid and hein and 

assigns, one lot of knd in the Cemetery of Mount Auburn, 
in the County of Middlesex, situated on the way called 
and numbered, on the plan of 
said Cemetery, which plan * 

is in the possession of the said Corporation, for inspection 
by the said grantee, heirs and assigns, at 

all seasonable times, the said lot of land containing 
•uperfkial square feet* 

To have and to hold the aforegrantcd premises unto the 
said heirs and assigns, forever; 

subject, however, to tho conditions and limitations, and 
with the privileges following, to wit : 

First, That the proprietor of tho said lot shall have the 
right to enclose the same, with a wall or fence not exceeding 
one foot in thickness, which may bo placed on the adjoining . ^ 

land of tho Corporation, exterior to the said lot. •! 

Second. That the said lot of land shall not be used for { 
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any other parposo than m a place of burial for the dead ; 
and no trees within tlie lot or bonier, shall be cut down or 
dostro/ed, without tlio consent of tlie Trusioos of the said 
Corporation. 

Third. That the proprietor of the said lot shall hare the 
ri^ht to erect stones, monuments or sepulchral struotures, 
and to cultivate trees, shrubs, and plants in the same. 

Fntirih. The proprietor of tlie said lut of land shall erect, 
at his or her own ex|icnHO, suitable landmarks of stone or 
iron, at the comers thereof; and shall also cause the num« 
bcr tlicrcof to l>e legibly and permanently marked on the 
premises. And if tlio said proprietor slmll omit, for thirty 
days alWr notice, to erect such landmarks, and mark the 
number, the Trustees slmll have authority to cause the 
same to be done at the expense of tlie said proprietor. 

Fifth, That if the landmarks and boundaries of the said 
lot sliall be eflooed, so tlmt the said lot cannot, with rea- 
sonable diligence, be found and identified, the said Trustees 
shall set off to the said grantee, heirs or asBigns, a lot 

ID lieu thereof, in such part of the Cemetery as they see fit, 
and the lot hereby granted slmll, in such case, rorcrt to the 
Corporation. • 

iSf rM. TImt if any trees or slirubs situated in said lot of 
land shall, by means of their roots, branches, or otherwise, 
become detrimental to the adjacent lots •^raTcnues, or danger* 
Otts or incoDTenient to passengers, it shall be the duty of the 
•aid Trustees, Air the time being, and they shall hare the 
right, to enter into the said lot and remote the said trees 
and shrubs, or such parts thereof as are thus detrimentaly 
dangerous, or ineonTcnient. 

Semnih, Tlmt if any monnmont or effigy, or any struo- 
turs wlmterer, or any inscription be placo<l in or upon tlic 
said land, which shall bo determined by the mcgor part of 
the said Tmstees for the tim^ being, to bo offmsiYe or im* 
proper, the said Trustees, or the migor part of them, shall 
haTO the rig hi, and it shall bo their duty, to enter upon 
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•aid land, and remore tb« laid ofientiTO or improper objoet 
or oI»J(h;U. 

Eighth. No fonco shall, from time to time or at anj time, 
bo placed orercctctl in or around tlie said lot, the material! 
and design of which sliall not first liavo been approved bj 
the Trustees, or a committee of them. 

Ninth. No tomb sliall bo constructed within tlio bounds 
of the Cemetery, except in or upon the lots situated in such 
parts of the grounds as shall lie donignatod bj the Tnistoes 
fur that purpose; and no pn»prietor shall suflcr the reuiains 
of anj person to bo deposited in a tomb so authorixod,yiir 
hire. J 

Tenth. The said lot of land shall be holdcn subject to tho I 

provisions contained in an act of the General Court, dated 
March 31, 1H35, and entitled •' An Act to incorporate tho 
Proprietors of the CemctcTy of Mount Auburn." : 

And the said Proprietors of the Cemetery of Mount Au* 
bum do hereby covenant to and with the said 

heirs and assigns, that they aro lawfully 
ieised of the aforcgranted premises, and of tlie ways leading 
to the same from tlie highway, in foe simple ; that they aro 
free from all incumbrances ; that tlie Corporation Imvo a 
right to sell and convey the said premises to tho said 

for tho purposes abovo cz« 
pressed; and that they will warrant and defend the tamo 
unto the said heirs and assigns for- 

ever. 

And the said Proprietors of tho Cemetery of Mount Au- 
burn further covenant to and with tho said 

heirs and assigns, that tho provisions of an order 
passed by tho Trustees of this Corporation, on tlie sixtli day 
of April, in tho year eighteen hundred and fil^y-scven, 
(which is made part of this covenant, as if herein repeated,) 
for the establishment and security of a fund for the preser- 
vation of the Craictery and its appurtenanoes, sliall be 
forever kept, observed, and performed by the said Corpo- 
ration. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



248 PORMs. 

In teiiiiiionj' whereof, the laid Proprieton of the Cemetery 
of Mount Auburn h^TO cauiod this instrument to be aigned 
hj their TroMuror and oounteraigned bj their Secrotarj, 
and their Common Seal to bo hereto affixed, the 
day of in tho year of our Lord one thou- 

■and eight hundred and 



FORM FOR CONVEYANCE OF SPACES BETWEEN 

LOTS, TO BE KEPT OPEN. 

K210W ALL Mbst bt TB18B PiistyTs, That tho Proprie- 
tors of tho Cemetery of Mount Aubuni, in ooneidemtion of 

dollars, 
paid to them by of the receipt of which 

is hereby acknowledged, do hereby grant, bargain, sell, and 
oonTcy to tho said and heirs and as- 

signs, a certain piece of land in tho Cemetery of Mount 
Auburn, adjr>ining the side of lot, which is 

situated on the way called and numbered on 

tlie plan of said Conetcry ; tho said piece of land being 
leet wide and feet in length, containing 

square feet. 

To llare and to Ilold the aforegranted premises unto tho 
said heirs and assigns for- 

erer ; subject, howorer, to tho conditions and limitations 
following, to wit : 

Firsi. That no part of said premises shall erer be nsec^ as 
a place of burial for the dead ; unless the owner of the said 
lot shall pnrchase the same ibr the purpose of enlarging his 
burial lot. 

Sc€0nd. That the whole of said premises shall forerer 
remain as a part of the opeb grounds of said Cemetery ; 
oxeept in the ereat of bebg porohassd l^ the owner of the 
said lot as aforesaid. 



. Digitized by VjiOOQ IC 



FORMS. 249 

Tkirti, That no tree, thruby or plant, and no inacription, 
landmark, monument, fence, or ttructure whatever, sliaU 
be placed in or apon the prcmiacf, or bo removed there- 
from, without the content of the Board of Truateoe, for the 
time being, of eaid Corporatioa. 

And the mid Proprieton of the Cemetery of Mount An* 
bum do hcfebj corenant to and with the said 

hcin and aaeigne, that the/ are lawfullj 
•eiacd of the aforcgranted prcmisce, and of the ways loading 
to the aame from the highway, in foo limple ; that they are 
froo from all incumbrancce ; Uiat the Corporation have a 
right to acU and conrey the laid prcmiaca to the said 

for tlic pur- 
poeee abore cxproeeod ; and that they will warrant and do- 
fend the same unto the laid heirs and 
assigns forercr. 

And the said Proprietors of the Cemetery of Mount 
Auburn further covenant to and with tlio said 

heirs and asi«igns, that tlie provisiuns of an order 
passed by the Trustees of this Corporation, on the sixth 
day of April, in the year eighteen hundred and fifty- 
iOTen, (which is made part of this covenant, as if heroin 
repeated,) for the establishment and security of a fund for 
the preservation of the Cemetery and its appurtenances, 
shall be forever kept, obscnrody and performed by the said 
Corporation. 

In testimony whereof, the said Proprietors of the Ceme- 
tery of Mount Auburn have caused this instrument to bo 
signed by their Treasurer and countersigned by their Secre- 
tary, and their Common Seal to be hereto aiExed, the 

day of . in the year of our Lord 

one thousand eight hundred and 
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I FORM FOR DONATION IN TRUST FOR TUB RE- 

I PAIR OF LOTS. 

\ Be it Kn'own, that I, of 

I tho Proprietor of Lot No. in the Ccmctcrj of 

Mount Auburn, do hcrobj giTO unto tho Proprietors of the 

! Ccmotcrj of Mount Auburn, tho sum of 

I dolkirs, for their lolo use forever ; in trust, nerertho- 

lora, tluit tho Trustees of the said Corporation for the time 
being, shall, in order to obtain an income therefrom, invest 
the same from time to time, in their discretion, in some 
public stock of this State, or of the National Government, 
or in tho stock of some Bank or Banks of this State, or in 
some personal notes or obligations of private persons, so- 
cured b/ a satisfactory colhiteral pledge or mortgage, on 
interest, and to applj the income or interest thereof, from 
time to time, after deducting therefrom the sum of fi(\jr 
cents out of every hundred dollars of tlio sum so above 
given, as follows : •— 

Firsi. To keep in suitable and good repair and preser- 
tation, Lot No. in the said Cemetery, tind the 

monument, fences, trees, shrubbery, and soil thereon. 

Secontfiy. To suiFer the surplus, if any, of such income 
or interest to accumulate for such timo as tho said Trustees 
nay deem expedient, or in their discretion to apply tho 
same surplus, or any pari thereof, from time to time, to the 
ornament and preservation of tho grounds of the said Ceme> 
tery, or to any other, or all the purposes to which, by .the 
Act of Incorporation, tho funds of tlie said Corporation 
may be lawfully applied, and which are appropriate to tho 
objects of tho establishment of said Cemetery. 

t Provided f howettr^ That the said T^rustees shall never be 

responsible for their conduct in the premises, except for 
good fiutb and such reasonable diligence as may be required 
«f mere graUutous agents ; and proriitd further 9 that the 
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•aid Trufioot tball in no cmo bo obliged to mako any scpa- 
mto inreatmcni of tho Mim to given, and tliai tbo average 
income or intcrott derived from all funds of tho like naturo 
belonging to tlic Curpuraiion, ahall be divided annuallj, 
and carriod proportionally to the credit of each lot entitled 
thereto. 

In witneis wliereofi I have hereunto act mj bond and 
•col, on this day of 

A. D. 18 

Executed in presonee of 



FORM FOR DONATION IX TRUST FOR PERp 
PETUAL REPAIR OF LOTS. 

[The aame as preceding, with tho following clause, in* 
•crted immediately after the in ttttimonium clause.] 

MOUNT ACDCaN CEXKTKRr. 

The Committee on Lots hereby certify that they approve 
of the sum of dollars an sufficient to warrant 

the guaranty on the part of tho Proprietors of the Ccmo* 
tcry of Mount Auburn, that the within named Lot num« 
bercd shall be forever kept in good order and 

repair. 

Commitiee on Lottf A. D, 18 

N. D. — Printed blanks for donation in trust for the care 
of Lots, in the foregoing forms, are gratuitously furnished 
by the Secretary to proprietors who may request tbea. 
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REGULATIONS COXCERNIXO VISITORS TO THE 
CEUETERT. 



Tlio gates aro opened at sunrise, and closed at 
sunset 

No money is to be paid to tlio Gatekeeper. 

No persons are admitted on Sundays or 
HouDAYS, except PRorRiETOits and members 
of their IIouseiiold, and persons accompanying 
tliem. • 

No rcfresliments, and no party carrying refresh- 
ments, will bo admitted to come within tlie 
grounds at Mount Auburn. 

All persons who sliall bo found within the 
grounds making unseemly noises, or otherwise 
conducting diemselves unsuitably to the purposes 
to which the grounds are devoted, will be required 
instantly to leave the grounds, and upon refusal 
will be compelled to do so; such persons will also 
bo prosecuted. 
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No velilclc is to be drivciii iu tlio Ccmctcryi at 
a rate faster titan a walk. 

No liorso is to be left unfastened wiUioat a 
keeper. 

No liorse is to bo fastened, except at tlic posts 
provided for this purpose. 

All persons arc prohibited from gathering any 
flowers, EITHER WILD OR CULTIVATED, OT breaking 
any tree, shrub, or plant. 

Any person who shall be found in possession of 
flowers or shrubs, while in the grounds, or beforo 
leaving them, will be deemed to have unlawfully 
taken them in the grounds, and will be prosecuted 
accordingly. N. B. — Persons carrying flowers 
INTO the Cemetery, to bo placed on any lot or 
grave, as oiTerings or memorials, are requested to 
notify the Gatekeeper, as they pass in ; in every 
other case flowers brought to the Cemetery must 
be left icitltout the gate^ or mtli the Gatekeeper^ 
until the owner passes out again. 

All persons are prohibited from writing upon, 
defacing, and injuring any monument, fence, or 
other structure, in or belonging to the Ccmo- 
tery. 

All persons oro prohibited from discharging 
fire-arms in the Cemetery. 
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Tlio Superintendent, the Gatekeeper, and any 
other person acting under them, shall have a right 
to re(|uirc his or her name, from any person other 
than a proprietor, or a member of his family, who 
shall visit the grounds, and upon his or her refusal, 
or giving a false name, to exclude them from tho 
grounds. 

Tho Superintendent, tho Gatekeeper, and all 
other persons acting under them, shall have full 
authority to carry these regulations into effect, 
and shall givo notice of any violations tliereof to 
the Trustees. 

jggf^Tlie Superintendent has tho care of the 
Cemetery, and is authorised to remove all thoso 
who violate these regulations, or commit tres- 
passes. Trespassers aro also liable to bc fined 
FlKTY DoixARa. 

J8S5* Twenty Dollars reward is offered to 
any person who shall givo information to tho 
Trustees, which shall lead to tho conviction of 
tlio offender, of any tresjiass dono by taking, or 
plucking any flowers, shrubs, or trees, within 
the grounds, or of otherwise i]\juring tlie grounds* 
or of any other ofienco against tlie laws and regu- 
lations provided for the protection of tho Ceme- 
tery, and tho monuments and erections therein. 
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OFFICERS FROM 1831 TO 1860. 



Jowph Story, 
Jacob Bigcluw, 

Gcoi^ W. Pratt, . 
Charles l\ CurtiH, 
Benjamin K. Curtis, 
Ilcnrjr M. Parker, 
AiuUn J. CooUdgo, 



PERRlDKIil*. 



SiDCIlBTARIIGi. 



George Bond, 
Oeorgo W. Itond, 



David Haggcrston 
John W. Uussoll, 
Rufua Howe, 
Jonathan Mann, 



TftCAiiuRiaiii. 



ScrfmixTcxDRXTi. 



Anthony Apple, 

Joseph Story, 
Jaoob Digelow, 
George Bond, 
Beojamin A. Gould, . 
H. A. & Dearborn, 
George W. Brimmer, 



G.tllOKKKm. 



TauBTEn. 



fn>m 18nr> to 1B45 


«• 


1845 •« 18G0 


•« 


1831 •• 1832 


•• 


1H:W 1K36 


•« 


1835 •• 1844 


•• 


1H44 •• 18i>6 


•• 


186G-18C0 


•« 


1831 " 1842 


•• 


1842 •• 1860 


•« 


1832 •• 1834 


•• 


1833 •• 1840 


«• 


1^0 «• 1865 


•• 


1855 " 18C0 


«• 


1858 " 18C0 


«• 


1831 •• 1815 


«• 


1831 •« 18G0 


«« 


1831 •• 1842 


•• 


1831 •• 1850 


•« 


1881 •• 1888 


<• 


1831 «• 1882 



Digitized by VjiOOQlC 



25C 



usT or orncBM. 





CiMrlet Wellf 




Zebc<lce Cyuk, Jr. 




£<lininl Kfcrctt, • 




George W. rratt. 




Joecph P. Unnllee* 


^ 


Charles Uruwn, 


r 


Charlcv I*. CartM, 




Sftinuel AppletoB, • 




Klijah VoM, . 




James RmcI, 




Benjntnin R. Cartii* 








Isaac Itirker, 




Samuel T. Armstrong, 




George W. Crockeiiy 




John C. Gray, . 




JohnJ. DixwelU 




Mace TtmU)e, 


1 






Charles C. Little, 




Isaiah Bangs, 




James CliecTer, . 




• Uriel Crocker, 




William R. Lawrenee, 




Henry a McKean, . 




Cbaries 0. Nairo, 




WUlUmT.Anartira, . 




Jacob Sleeper, 




Edwani Tobcy, 



Before 1885 the Beard acting a 
- Gankn and Cemetcij ComaitlM. 



fromia')ltol882 
•• 1832 •• 1833 


« 


1831 " 1832 


•< 


1831 •• 1832 


•« 
«• 

•• 


1838 •• 1837 
1833 •• 1837 
1833 •• 1800 


<• 


1834 •• 1837 


•• 


1884 •• 1836 


«« 


1835 •• 1800 


•• 

•• 
«• 


1837 •• 1861 

1838 •• 1847 
18n8 •• 18M 


<• 


1831) •• 1840 
1843 •• 18o5 
18|.> •• 1849 


•• 


1847 •• 1861 
18:^) " 1868 


«• 
<« 


18.Vi •• 1865 
1862 •• 18C0 


•• 


1H64 •• 1869 
186C •• 18C0 


u 
«• 


186p «• 18G0 
1860 •« 18C0 


«• 
•< 


1860 •• 1867 
1860 •• 1800 


«« 


1869 •• 1860 
1869 «« 1800 


•• 


1860 •• 1800 



ThMtcct were called. th« 
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ATr.JnrE«. 


Ash 


leada from Culvert to Mnple. 


Beech 


«« •< 


Central to Poplar. 


Cedar 


«« •« 


Cypres* to Walnut. 


Cditrat 


«• <« 


the Gate to Walnut. 


Chapol 


«< •< 


Central to Pine. 


Chestnat 


«• •• 


Magnolia to Poplar, 


CitrDD 


« « 


Larch to Mn;riiolia. 


CulTcrt 


<• •< 


Central to Maple. 


CyprciB 


«« •• 


Central to Walnut. 


Elm 


•« •• 


Pine to Mistletoe P. and l»nck to Pine. 


Fir 


«« «• 


Elm to junction of Walnut and Cjprtm. 


GardeD 


•• •• 


the Gate to Maple. 


Ui«h 


•< •« 


Poplar to Maple. 


Lawn 


« <« 


Pine, near the Gate, to Spruce. 


Lauret 


«• «« 


Walnut to the saroe. 


Lim« 


<« «• 


^laplc to the lame. 


Looust 


«< •< 


Poplar to Beech. 


MagnoUa 


« <• 


Walnut to Maple. 


Mapl« 


•• «• 


the Cemeteiy. 


Moontaia 


•« <« 


Magnolia round the Tower. 


Oak 


«• •« 


Willow to Maple. 


Pin* 


•• •« 


the Gate to Cjpreti. 


Poplar 


M •« 


Central Square to Cheatnat. 
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AVENOES AND PATHS. 



RoMbfty k 


mUtnm 


Lai 


nob acroes the bridge to same. 


8pnio« 


•« •« 


Pine to Fir, thence bjr westerlj sUe of 






( 


Cemetery to Walnut 


Walnai 


«« •« 




waiow 


M «« 


Poplar to Larch. 


Yew 


•• «« 


Garden to Ash. 








PATHS. 


AcmU 


lends from Spruce At. to Verbena P. 


AcAnthot 


«• 


«• 


Larch to Magnolia At. 


Acorn 


«« 


«« 


Maple At. to ETcrgreen P. 


AiUnthoi Iks between Cditral, C/press, and Cedir Ats. 


Aider 


lenda ftrom Locust to Poplar At. 


Almond 


«« 


•« 


Indian Ridge P. to the same. 


Aloe 


•• 


•« 


Indian Ridge P. to Lime At. 


Altbiea 


«• 


<« 


Maple to Garden Pond. 


AmarBnth CMivolee the crown of IlarTard llilL 


Anemone 


leads from Spruce At. to Orange P. 


Andromed* 


«« 


•< 


Maple to Garden Pond. 


Arlmtue 


«« 


«« 


Lime At. to 


Arcthnan 


«< 


«• 


Walnut At. to TrcfoU P. 


AiclepiM 


«« 


<« 


Spruce to Fur At. 




«• 


«• 


Lawn to Chapel At. * 


Aster 


«« 


«< 


Vine to It/ P. 


Atalea 


•1 


•• 


Spruce At. to sauie. 


BcUwort 


•« 


u 


Spruce At. to Oiange P. 


Bockthom 


«• 


u 


Oak to Citron At. 


Camellin 


•« 


«« 


Yew to Maple At. 


CaUdp* 


•« 


«< 


Indian Ridge P. to same. 


Columbine 


•• 


«c 


Spruce to Fir At. 


Cowellp 


«« 


«• 


Spruce to Walnut At. 


Clethm 


«• 


<t 


Yew to Maple At. 


Jhkj 


«< 


«« 


LoenstAT.toAlderP. 


DeU 


•« 


c« 


Vine P., on East and west sides of 
P^nd.to a side, theaoe to Itj P. 


Elder 


<« 


•« 


Walnutio Spruce At. 


S^kntiat 


«« 


«« 


Fir to Spruce At. 


ETcrgreiD 


•« 


•• 


liaeAT.tosnM. 
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Fern 




Ocntiaa 


«• 


«« Cypress to rme and Spruce Ars. 


Oeraniam Urn betwcoa CentrHl aiiU Ikech Ays. 


Greco Britr 


leads from Pine Ay. to MisUetoe P. 


lUrcbcU 


<« 


•• WalnutAT.toTiefoilP. 


lUwtlMni 


•« 


•• Chestnut At., by two ways, to Sweet 
Briar P. 


Ilaiel 


«< 


•« Mounuin At. to Rose P. 


Ilemth 


leads from Spruce to Fir At. 


UcUotrope 


•• 


•• Spruce to Fir At. 


Hemlock 


•< 


•• Poplar Ay. to Uj P. 


llibiieui lict botwcett Cjrprcfw nnd Cedar Art., entrance «na 






exit un Cypress. 


IToncyiiiekle 


leads IVom Grccii Briar P. to BL John's Lot. 


Holly 


«< 


•• Poplar At. to iTy P. 


Hjacinth 


•• 


•• Cyprciis to Giapcl At. 


Indian Rklgt 


«• 


«« Central to Urch and Maple Ats. 


Iris 


•« 


•• MosstolTyP. 


lyj 


<• 


•• Central Square to Woodbine P. 


Jasmine 


u 


«• Chestnut At. to Hawthorn P. 


Kalmia 


« 


•• Yew to Maple At. 


Laburnum 


«• 


•' Spruce At. near Lawn to Chapd. 


UTcndef 


«« 


•• M'tunUin to Chestnut. 


Lilao 


«• 


•• Willow At. to IndUn Ridge P. 


Lily 


«« 


•• Poplar At. to Aster P., thence to 
Woodbine P. 


Linden 


«« 


** Beech At. to same. 


Lupine 


<• 


•• Cypress to Spruce At. 


Mimosa 


<« 


•• Spruce to Fir At. 


lOUUetee 


«fl 


•• Elm At. to St John*a Lot, thence to 
Fir At. 


Moss 


•< 


•• I-aurcl At. to iTy P. 


MyrUe 


«• 


«« Chestnut At. to Haiel P. 


Naroisfoa 


•« 


" Willow At. to Catalpa P., and around 
Forest Pond back to WiUow At. 


Oleander 


•c 


•• Myrtle to Rose P. 


OUTe 


<• 


•* Myrtle to Sweet Brier P. 


Orange 


<« 


** Walnut At. to sane. 
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OrehSf 


lead! fkom Walnat At. to Tulip P. 


Osier 


«• 


«« Willow At. to Indian Ridge P. 


OlAlif 


•• 


of Auburn Lake. 


Ptenjr 


•« 


•* Cbapel to Cypress At. 


PManU 


•• 


«• Larch to Magnolia At. 


rilgrim 


«« 


•• Walnut At. to Snowdrop P. 


Primrose 


•« 


•« Central to Culvert At. 


Pjrola 


«« 


•• Spruce At. to Orange P. 


RhoOora 


«« 


•• OaktoUrchAT. 


Rose 


eneircles Ilarrard Hill. 


Bosemaiy 


leadi from Jasmine to Hawthorn P. 


Saffron 


«• 


•• Spruce At. to St. John's Lot 


Sedge 


«• 


•• Fir At. to Heath P. 


Soml 


•« 


•« Spruce to Fir At. 




«« 


•« Tine near the Gate to Central At. 


Snowdrop 


«< 


** Walnut to Spruce At. 


Spins* 


<« 


" . Fir At. to Mistletoe P. 


Samac 


«• 


•• Moss to Violet P. and Walnut At. 


Sweet Drier 


u 


•• Chestnut At. to Hawthorn P. 


S/Weii 


«« 


•• Walnut to MounUin At. 


ThiaUe 


•« 


•• Spruce At. to Cowslip P. 


TiefoU 


N 


«• Spruce to Walnut At. • 


Tulip 


«« 


" Walnut At. to TrefoU P. 


VerbeM 


•• 


** Spruce to Fir At. 


ViM 


«• 


«« Moss to Iris P. 


WoodbiM 


«< 


•• Hawthorn to Itj P. 


Tarrow 


«« 


" Green Brier, westerly to Fir At., 


- 







Hafld DdU between Central ATeaue and Indian Ridge Path. 
Conseeration Ddl* the deep hollow north of the Tower. 
Central Square, between Walnut ATenne and Mom and Itt 
PMksi 
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Acts of Incorporation, &e., 

205. 
AUanis, John, ttatuo of, 71. 
Adams, Hannah, 23. 
Address, bjr Kdwanl ETcreit, 
133. 
•* by Joseph Story, 143. 
•• by Jacob Bigdow, 
176. 
Admission to Cemetery, 20. 
Alteration of By-Laws, 244. 
Appropriations, 130. 
Armstrong, S. T., Tmstce, 88. 
Arenaes and Paths, 257. 

Ballon, Ilosea, statue of, 81. 

, Isaiah, decease of, 81. 
Bigelow, Jacob, Trustee, 6, 6, 
21. 
«« <« discourse of, 
175. 
Bond, George, Trustee, 8. 

«« •• decease of, 38. 
Bond, 0. W., Treasurer, 30. 
Bowditch, Nathaniel, sUiuo of, 

52. 
Bridge at Auburn Lake, 78. 
Brimmer» 0. W.« Trustee, 8. 



Brimmer, 0. W., deeease of, 

85. 
Building, space about, 12C. 
By-Uws, 221. 



Cataecmbs, 120,238. 
Catalogues, 30. 
Cautionary suggestions, 117. 
Chapel, building of, 54. 

*• rebuilding of, 58. 
Collection and viayment, 240. 
Columbaria, 120. 
Committees, 228. 
Committee on Finance, 228. 
•• Lots, 220. 
«« •• Grounds, 230. 
•• •• Interments 4m. « 
230. 
Committee on improTements, 

80. 
Conditions of conTcyanoe, 245. 
Consecration, 11. 
Consecration Dell, 76. 
Consecration hymn, 204. 
Conveyance of Lots, 250. 
Crawford, Thomas, sculptor, 
72. 
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Dearborn, 11. A. 8., 20. 


Interment, mode of, 126, 128. 




•• •• lUsportof, ICS. 






IMrectory to Atenucs and 


Intestment, first, 27. 


} 


Pwhs, 257. 


Iron fence, 42. 




Donatioiis in tnitt» 256. 




\ 


Drainnge,68. 


Lawn, 74. 


1 




Loring, Miss, donation, 74. 




Eterett, Edwanl, 6, 7. 


Lots and spaces, 281. 




M •« A(Ur«M of, 188. 






JSiperimcnUl Qanlon, 6. 


235. 


'[ 


Fence, iron, 48. 


Meetings, 221. 


I 




Monuments, stones, fences. 




Filling up of Oanlen Pond* 78. 


&c., 239. 


. 


rirat Meeting, 2. 


Mount Auburn, description of. 




Forest Pond, 70. 


18, 14. 




Forms, 245. 






Fresh Pond, 39. 


Names of aTenues, paths, &c.. 


• 


Fond for repairs, 89. 


21. 






Nazrc, C. G., Trustee, 72. 




Fnnerals,244. 


Officers first, chosen, 34. 




Garden POnd, 74. 


Officers from 1831 to 1860, 




Gardener, 77, 227. 


255. 




Garden and Cemetei/ Com- 


Original pbui of the Uind, 28. 




^ niittee, la 


Otis, James, statue of, 71. 










Gateway, stone, 25. 


Paths, directory to, 257. 




Gateway, wooden, 24. 


Permanent fond, 83, 128. 




Gould, B. A., Trustee, dcoeaae 


Plerpont, Rct. John, Conso* 




of, 82. 


oration hymn, 204. 




Grsenough, R. a, sculptor, 72. 


PUins and portfolios, 236. 


i 


Ilarrard College, 80. 


Plan of land before puiehase, 




Uorticultural Socie^, 4. 


28. 




Horticultural Society, wbptnr 


Police, special, 78. 


r. 


tlon fhMu, 81, 82. 


President, 228. 




Hymn, Consecration, 204. 


»ric«ofbts,22,28. 




IncorporatioB of lit Ambonit 


Proprletort and priTilegct, 221. 




88. 


Public lots, 22, 288. 




IntmMBts, 280. 
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ParcbMe of D. Stone 'k Cutter, 
27. 

Quarter loto, 78« 

ReeeiTing tombi, 2^8. 
RcguUtions (or tbitori, 25S. 
Repair fund, 240. 
Baport, fint, 238. 

'* Jtt<]g« 8torj*8, on Im- 

proTemonta, 40. 
•* Dr. Bigtlow'a» on 
Eutucit C2. 
Baport, Annual, for 1S5G, Oa 

•• " •• 1808, 103. 

•• •• •' 18o0, 108. 

•• •• •• 1834, 100. 

Rogers, Randolph, aeulptor, 
T3. 

Sales and conTejancaa, 288. 
8ecretai7, 224. 
St. Jamos*s lot, 22. 
St Jolin's lot, 22. 
Statues, the, C2. 
Statues, Toto on, 67. 
Shrubs, ornamental, 78. 
Stone Farm, 28, 78, 101, 100. 



Stone*s Woods, 3. 

Stoiy, Joseph, 7, 12, 40. 
•• •• decease of, 6a 

«« «* sUtue of, 60. 

Story, W. W., sculptor, 60. 

Superintendent, 22^ 

8upcrintcndent*s clerk, 227. 

Superintendent's house, 76. 

Surrey, 11. 

Sweet Auburn, 8. 

Tombs, 238. 

Tower, the, 60. 

Treasurer, 224. 

Trees, 119, 230. 

Trees, ornamental, 78. 

Trustees and oflicers, 222. 

Trustees first chosen, 34. 

Trustees, number of, 38. 

View from tlie Tower, 61. 

Wa«lsworth, Alex., sunreyor, 

11. 
Water courses, 78. 

Water leTeU, 30. 
Well-house, 50. 
Winthrop, John, statue of, 71. 
Wooden fence, first, 28. 
Wooden fence, palisade, 60. 
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